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The Arena 


G aze into the night sky, and you will see a vast array of stars. Realize, 
however, that there are billions of stars in billions of galaxies not visible to the 
naked eye. Similarly, the Bible makes known that there is an unseen spiritual 
realm. 

All believers in Jesus Christ will enter an arena of spiritual warfare. Our 
former peaceful coexistence with the forces of darkness terminates since God 
“rescued us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of 
His beloved Son” (Colossians 1:13). Previously, we “walked according to the 
course of this world, according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit 
that is now working in the sons of disobedience” (Ephesians 2:2). 

You “were formerly darkness, but now you are light in the Lord; walk as 
children of light” (Ephesians 5:8). We are to share the power and freedom of the 
Gospel with others “to open their eyes so that they may turn from darkness to 
light and from the dominion of Satan to God” (Acts 26:18). 


Talk a Good Fight 


Many Christians boast about all the power they have and how the name of 
Jesus is superior to Satan. However, when it comes to engaging in real spiritual 
warfare against the forces of darkness, a lot of them are weak and ineffective, 
backing down in fear and running away in defeat. 

Not surprisingly, many young people and adults have left churches and 
rejected the God of the Bible because the Christians they knew appeared weak, 
and the church they attended seemed irrelevant. Desiring power, knowledge, 
pleasure and wealth, some former church goers—who never knew the Lord in the 
first place and were upset God did not answer a prayer, or who desired sexual 
freedom—became involved in various aspects of the occult. However, if they 
knew the resurrected and glorified Christ I know, and if they experienced the 
genuine power of the Holy Spirit and exercised the authority of God’s Word, they 
would never abandon their commitment to Him. 


Intense Spiritual Warfare 


We are in the midst of intense spiritual warfare, and it is going to get stronger 
the nearer we draw to Christ’s return. There is a growing spirit of rebellion, 
wickedness and immorality in the world today, with increasing apostasy in the 
church. Satan knows his time is short. He is intensifying efforts to oppose God’s 
prophetic plan, to seek to destroy and to wage war against every believer in Jesus 
Christ as he orchestrates his plan of world dominance through the Antichrist. 

Scripture indicates that we will see accelerated demonic activity leading up to 
and throughout the Tribulation period. Sorcery and occultism will proliferate, 
God’s Word and commandments will be distorted and mocked, biblical moral 
values will be trampled underfoot and committed Christians will be opposed and 
ridiculed. Nonetheless, victory is assured for those who remain faithful to Jesus 
Christ and God’s Word. Believers will overcome by the blood of Christ and the 
word of their testimony (Revelation 12:11). 


Military Terminology 


The writers of the New Testament frequently used military terminology: 
fellow soldier (Philippians 2:25; Philemon 1:2), soldier of Christ (2 Timothy 
2:3-4), armor of God (Ephesians 6:11, 13), shield of faith (Ephesians 6:16), 
flaming arrows (Ephesians 6:16), helmet of salvation (Ephesians 6:17), sword of 
the Spirit (Ephesians 6:17). These, and other such terms, describe the spiritual 
warfare in which the believer is engaged. 

Before we explore the topic of spiritual warfare further, I want to emphasize 
that learning about our enemy and engaging in spiritual warfare is like going 
through boot camp. It is essential to learn what is taught there, but once you do, 
you must focus on what you are trained to do. Likewise, in spiritual warfare, 
once you know the strategies and techniques of the hostile spiritual forces and 
the authority you have in Christ, you must focus on sharing the Gospel and 
inspiring believers to walk in faithfulness and victory until Christ returns. When 
opposition arises from spiritual powers of darkness, deal with them scripturally 
as you continue to keep your focus on the Lord and His Word. 


My Fascination with the Occult 


om television shows, movies and spooky stories about ghosts and 
hauntings intimidated, intrigued and influenced me. Tales by a campfire while 
sleeping out in the summer and stories told by my older brothers about spirits of 
dead relatives upstairs in our big old house frightened yet infatuated me. My 
mother often told me that the voices of departed relatives could be heard in the 
walls of our big old house. (Years later, she told my girlfriend Karen to put her 
ear to the wall to hear the voices. She did so, but did not hear anything.) 

When I was about ten or eleven, I had twenty-one warts on my hands for 
which I tried every remedy imaginable to remove them, but to no avail. Finally, 
an old woman who lived next door offered to buy them from me. She gave me a 
dime, and within a few days, they all mysteriously vanished. 

Superstitious beliefs held me captive. Walking under a ladder or crossing the 
path of a black cat were considered to be signs of bad luck. A bird hitting our 
window was considered an omen of impending death or doom. I had amulets for 
protection. I kept a rabbit’s foot in my front pocket for good luck. As a teen, I 
wore a necklace with a tiki (Polynesian amulet believed to possess magic 
powers). 

I loved the thrill and chill of going through haunted houses, especially ones 
where genuine paranormal phenomena were supposedly occurring. I enjoyed 
watching occult movies and television shows, such as Dark Shadows, and reading 
books and magazines on witchcraft and developing occult powers, but I hated the 
consequential dread and depression. 

Although I went to church as a youth, I did not know the Lord in a real and 
personal way. My quest for spiritual reality (experiencing something beyond me), 
my wish for power (over others, circumstances and nature), wanting to contact 
“the other side” (to communicate with my deceased brother and to discover what 
lies beyond the grave), yearning to learn hidden knowledge and longing to see 
into the future led me to experiment with the occult. 

I participated in séances and used Ouija boards (created in the U.S. in 1886, 
often referred to as spirit or talking boards and believed to be a way for the living 
to communicate with the dead) in hopes of contacting my younger brother and 
other deceased relatives. A couple of times, I led a séance in the church I 


attended with other teens—including the pastor’s daughter. (The “genuine” 
contacts I did have, I now know were counterfeit and demonic in nature.) 

My fascination with the occult progressed beyond séances and Ouija boards 
into reading my horoscope, fortunetelling, attempting to levitate myself or 
others, hypnotizing people, using magic, casting spells and other occult practices. 
When something did not work as quickly and effectively as I wanted, I got bored 
and moved on to something else. I delved into positive thinking, visualization 
and attempted to develop psychic powers, believing that my thoughts could 
influence people and events in the world around me. 

Because I lifted weights and had a somewhat sinister look, I was asked my 
senior year of high school by some girls in the drama department to play the 
devil in their spring performance. During the devil worship dance, I wore a 
muscle shirt and black cape as female classmates danced in a circle worshiping 
me. Shortly after graduation, I began martial arts training and was attempting to 
develop the power of ki/chi (inner energy/life force). 

It is hard to believe, but I never really pondered the true source behind the 
superstitions and psychic powers. Nevertheless, I came to know the reality of the 
forces of darkness which gave me some deluded arrogance, but also a great deal 
more terror and trauma. Because God began (unknowingly to me) to draw my 
heart to Him through my girlfriend (now my wife) who had just become a 
Christian, Satan (whom I had served well) set me up to die while hitchhiking out 
West. An incredible account of God’s miraculous intervention and protection is 
recorded in my testimony, The Taming of Godzilla. At the age of eighteen, I was 
set free from fear and demonic bondage after accepting Jesus Christ as my Savior. 
Gradually, the Lord led me out of every semblance of occult beliefs and practices 
—even those which other Christians thought were seemingly innocent and 
beneficial. Instead, I focused on the renewing of my mind through God’s Word 
and being empowered by the Holy Spirit. 


Researching and Sharing Christ 


I spent many years researching and sharing Christ with psychics, mediums, 
fortune tellers, witches, satanists, voodoo witch doctors, yogis, high-ranking 
martial artists and others involved in Eastern mysticism, occult practices and 
New Age spirituality. Although I had many hexes and spells placed on me, 
“prophecies” for my destruction and threats against my life, I was able to lead 
several to Christ. 

I traveled across the U.S.—from Greenwich Village in New York to Venice 
Beach in California and throughout the world—Canada, Haiti, Africa, South 
America, Central America, India, Himalayan mountains, the West Indies, Europe, 
Middle East and Asia, often visiting occult, Eastern and New Age centers. 


Frequently, I met with leaders and devotees on their turf, interacting with them 
and sharing the truth and reality of Jesus Christ. 


Have You Ever? 


Lu me ask you some questions. Have you ever... 


e Played with a Ouija board? 

e Tried to contact a dead relative? 

e Participated in a séance? 

e Visited a medium or trance channeler? 
e Had a psychic or tarot card reading? 

* Gone to a fortune teller? 

e Used psychedelic drugs? 

* Been hypnotized? 


e Had your palm read or submitted to other forms of divination such as 
tea leaf reading? 


e Studied astrology and read your daily horoscope? 

° Dressed up as a witch or worn a vampire costume for Halloween? 

e Worn charms or amulets for protection? 

e Encountered ghosts and hauntings in your house? 

e Read books and magazines about witchcraft and the occult? 

e Contacted a spirit guide or familiar spirit? 

e Listened to music with a dark, depressing, demonic message or beat? 


e Attended a trance music festival where listeners are put into a 
euphoric, altered consciousness state? 


e Watched cartoons whose characters had supernatural powers, 
performed occult rituals, used magic, cast spells or practiced 
witchcraft? 


e Viewed movies laced with sorcery, witchcraft, ritual magic, 
incantations and demonic beings? 


e Taken part in spooky games such as Light as a Feather (levitation), 
Bloody Mary (players try to summon the ghost of Bloody Mary in a 
bathroom mirror), Concentrate (divination game to tell how someone 
will die), Sandman (a scary game kids play at sleepovers) or other 
games involving paranormal activity, sensing the presence of or 
contacting a spirit being? 

e Played video games enhanced with magic, mysticism, mayhem or 
moral degeneracy? 


e Played fantasy role-playing games such as “Dungeons and Dragons” 
or other table games involving occultism, magical elements, 
mythology or horror themes? 


Visited websites on Wicca, witchcraft, sorcery or satanism? 


e Invoked a god or goddess? 


Cast a spell to gain a lover, heal someone or injure someone? 
e Attended a voodoo ritual? 


e Chanted a mantra? 


Practiced yoga or meditation? 


Used visualization techniques to control people or alter 
circumstances? 


* Bowed down before or made an offering to an idol? 


e Worshiped, or prayed to, any object or being other than the Lord 
Jesus Christ? 


* Brought home occult artifacts from a mission trip? 


These, and other such items, practices or entertainments, may appear 
innocent, but they could be extremely dangerous by opening your life to negative 
influences and destructive forces. They are stepping stones that will distance you 
from the presence, peace, protection and power of God, while leading you down 
a perilous path into the presence of darkness, deception, despair and distress. 

Many people today wonder why God seems so distant. Perhaps they should 
consider what practices and beliefs they have opened their minds and lives to, 
and to whom or to what is the true allegiance of their hearts. 


Unexplained Noises, Apparitions, Moving Objects 


I have encountered numerous people who, as a result of either mere dabbling 
or deep involvement in the occult, testified to seeing objects move or float, 
sensing a mysterious presence or drop in temperature, having an eerie feeling of 


being watched or touched, hearing unusual noises such as footsteps, doors 
opening and closing, the sound of voices or crying children, seeing an apparition 
or ghostlike image of a person or shadowy figure, encountering spirit beings 
(some seemingly benevolent and others clearly malevolent) and detecting other 
paranormal activity and encounters. 

In some cases, the eyewitnesses and evidence provided no reasonable 
explanation other than demonic phenomena. They told me about experiencing 
great fear and oppression, having nightmares, night terrors, premonitions of 
doom, sleep paralysis, and even feeling compelled to commit acts of violence to 
themselves or others. 

An advocate of the occult may attribute such phenomena to one’s house being 
haunted by an unwanted spiritual attachment and requiring a ritual to rid oneself 
of it. Its real identity may be demonic, and the only way to permanently remove 
it and protect yourself from it is through the power and authority of Jesus Christ. 


Realm of the Occult 


he word occult means “concealed, hidden or secret.” Adherents often perform 


secretive rituals to gain hidden, mysterious knowledge (beyond the range of 
ordinary knowledge or experience) and develop paranormal (outside the scope of 
normal scientific understanding) and supernormal (exceeding the normal) powers 
through the proper rituals, spells, incantations and conjuring spirits. Often, 
esoteric (disclosed or communicated only to the initiated) occultism involves 
supernatural, mystical or magical beliefs, practices and phenomena. 

The realm of the occult is vast and diversified. It includes, but is not limited 
to astrology, charms, divination, fortunetelling, ghosts, nature-based spirituality, 
paganism, potions, psychic phenomena, satanism, séances, shamanism, sorcery, 
spells, spiritism, trance channeling, voodoo, Wicca, witchcraft and on and on. It 
also includes New Age spirituality (which in reality is “old age” occultism) and 
Eastern mysticism. Adherents to occultism are usually compatible with, and 
inclusive of, virtually all such beliefs and practices because they all stem from the 
same source. 

A plethora of television shows and movies containing witchcraft, sorcery, 
vampires and demonic phenomena have indoctrinated an entire generation of 
children and youth. Occult activity and phenomena have become normalized in 
today’s society. The minds and hearts of our young people are being seduced 
with occult themes by Internet sites, books, magazines, music, cartoons and 
games. Also consider the abundance of Halloween decorations and parties in 
many homes, schools and churches. Considered by occultists to be one of the 
most powerful nights for working magic, casting spells and contacting the dead, 
Halloween has become one of the most celebrated holidays—second only to 
Christmas. 

Wicca is one of the fastest growing religious movements in the U.S., and 
witchcraft is prevalent in many schools. Witches and warlocks who come to faith 
in Jesus recommend Christians have nothing to do with the celebration of 
Halloween, other than using it as an opportunity to share one’s faith in Jesus 
Christ. 


1960s 


Bible reading and prayer were removed from public schools in the 1960s, and 
biblical attitudes about marriage, gender and sex were changing. To fill the 
spiritual vacuum, an explosive growth of interest in the occult, witchcraft, New 
Age spirituality and Eastern religion rushed in. The sexual revolution, 
recreational use of psychedelic drugs and civil unrest occurred. 

Westerners who rejected Judeo-Christianity welcomed gurus and swamis 
from the East and the spiritual experiences of Zen Buddhism, Hare Krishnas and 
Hinduism. The Beatles song, “My Sweet Lord,” was in devotion to Krishna, a 
Hindu god. Various forms of meditation became popular such as Transcendental 
Meditation (TM). Although presented as a scientifically validated stress-relieving 
relaxation technique, it involved chanting the name of a Hindu god. 

The 1960s were a time that many say was the dawn of the occult age and the 
Age of Aquarius. New Age spirituality became popular among the hippie culture. 
Anton LaVey founded the Church of Satan in 1966 in San Francisco and authored 
The Satanic Bible in 1969. 


Hell Is a Beautiful Place 


Most occultists will tell you that they are not devil worshipers. In fact, many 
do not even believe Satan exists—except maybe as negative energy, an evil 
principle or the dark side of the force. However, the Bible clearly indicates that 
the true source of occultism and genuine occult phenomena is Satan and the 
fallen angels, also known as evil spirits or demons, who joined in his rebellion 
against God. 

Some satanists, and others steeped in the dark arts, will openly acknowledge 
they believe in and worship Satan. Some of them consider hell not to be a terrible 
place of suffering, but a beautiful place where all their lustful desires will be 
fulfilled. They think Satan will be reigning there. They are of the opinion that 
God is the wicked one and that Satan was wrongfully ejected from heaven. They 
do not believe God will triumph as portrayed in the book of Revelation. Instead, 
they believe Satan will somehow obtain enough followers and power to defeat 
and overthrow God. 


Coming for Your Children 


The enemy is always after your children—like a lion ready to pounce on its 
prey. There are so many lures today that are drawing young people toward the 
occult, such as cartoons (I warned about occult cartoons back in the early 1980s), 
movies, television, the Internet and video games, as well as the influence of 
celebrities who promote aberrant lifestyles and various forms of occultism. 


Both occultism and the new morality have gone through six stages. Early on, 
they wanted tolerance: just let us live the way we want. Next, it was 
acceptance: we not only want you to tolerate our lifestyle, but we want you to 
condone it. Then, they wanted endorsement: we want you to support our beliefs 
and lifestyle. Then, they wanted celebration: we want you to no longer biblically 
or publicly oppose our beliefs and lifestyle but to welcome them into your 
schools and churches and enthusiastically participate in them—especially around 
Halloween. Next, it was punishment: spells and rituals to cause harm to any 
who hinder or oppose them. Now, they have put Christian parents on high alert 
that they are coming for your children: they are using the media and other 
means to recruit your children into their beliefs and practices. 


Message, Method and Messenger 


Whether it is music, movies or practically everything else that influences our 
lives and that of our children, we must consider three crucial factors. First, the 
message that is being put forth. Is it biblical? Is it beneficial? Will it divert 
someone from the Lord? Next, the method being used to convey the message. Is 
it done in a positive and honorable way, or is it done in a crass, sensationalized 
or sensual way that dishonors the Lord? Are they using occultism or mysticism? 
Finally, the messenger. Does the messenger’s belief system and lifestyle affirm 
truth and righteousness, or does it misrepresent Scripture and lead people away 
from the Lord? 

If something does not pass the message, method and messenger test, then do 
not allow it to be an influence in your life or home. Avoid anyone and anything 
that would be detrimental to the physical, mental, emotional and spiritual health 
of yourself or your children. 


Steal, Kill and Destroy 


During a discussion with my grandson, Lucas, I said: 


James 4:8 tells us to “Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.” 
Why? Because He created you, loves you and knows that both Satan and 
the world will destroy you. Satan comes to steal, kill and destroy. Steal 
your faith in God and your relationship with Him by having your heart 
committed to someone or something else as an idol and god in your life. 
He wants to kill you through self-harm or hurting others, and he wants 
to destroy your life and your family both here and now and for all 
eternity. Don’t let it happen! John 10:10 shows that in contrast to the 
thief who comes only to steal, kill and destroy, Jesus came that we may 


have life, and have it abundantly. 


Know Your Enemy 


Sit conflict can be likened to physical combat. Victory in spiritual 


warfare is realized by committed believers who know their enemy, are aware of 
his objectives and strategies and understand how to exercise the authority and 
power delegated to them by Christ and God’s Word. 

First, let us discover who our enemy is. The Bible clearly reveals that there is 
a devil. We meet him in Genesis 3 in the Garden of Eden and continue to read 
about him all the way to Revelation 20 when he is thrown into the lake of fire 
after leading his final rebellion at the end of the Millennium. Therefore, Satan is 
an active participant in this journey of life that you and I are experiencing. 

Lucifer was endowed with beauty, wisdom and a superior position of 
authority in God’s creation. Pride and rebellion caused his fall and his becoming 
Satan (the adversary). The once harmonious universe fell into disharmony. Satan 
and the angels who joined his rebellion (known as fallen angels, evil spirits or 
demons) now attempt to oppose the plan and purpose of God. The angels who 
rebelled with Satan appear to be divided into two main categories. One group of 
demons is active in our world today, while another group is already imprisoned 
in the abyss (Luke 8:31; 2 Peter 2:4; Jude 1:6). 

We can learn a great deal about who Satan is by looking at some of the 
different names and descriptions of him throughout Scripture, such as: 


Accuser (Zechariah 3:1; Revelation 12:10) 

+ Adversary (1 Peter 5:8)—the Hebrew meaning of Satan 
Angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) 

e Anointed cherub (Ezekiel 28:14-15) 


* Beelzebul (Matthew 12:24)—meaning “Lord of the flies” or “Lord of 
dung” 


Deceiver (Revelation 12:9; 20:3) 


Devil (Matthew 4:1; 13:39; Ephesians 4:27; Revelation 12:9; 20:2)— 
from the Greek word, diablos, which means slanderer or defamer 


e Dragon (Revelation 12:3, 7, 9; 20:2) 


+ Enemy (Matthew 13:39) 


Evil one (Matthew 13:19, 38; John 17:15; Ephesians 6:16; 1 John 
5:18-19) 


e God of this world / age (2 Corinthians 4:4) 
e Liar and father of lies (John 8:44) 
e Murderer (John 8:44) 


e Prince of the power of the air (Ephesians 2:2) 


e Roaring lion (1 Peter 5:8) 
* Ruler of demons (Matthew 9:34) 
e Ruler of this world (John 12:31; 14:30; 16:11) 


e Satan (adversary) (Zechariah 3:1; Matthew 4:10; Revelation 12:9; 
20:2) 


Serpent (Genesis 3:1; Revelation 12:9; 20:2) 
* Tempter (Matthew 4:3; 1 Thessalonians 3:5) 
Thief (John 10:10) 


Satan Does Not Fight Fair 


Before I was a Christian, my friends and I did not always fight fair. We would 
use any means to win a fight, such as sucker punching a foe as he tried to take off 
his jacket, throwing dirt in his eyes, ganging up on him or even using weapons. 
Sometimes, I would say, “Hey, there’s the police!” or “There’s your mother!” 
When he would turn his head to look, I would hit him. We used many other 
strategies to defeat and intimidate our opponents. 

So, too, Satan and the principalities, powers and rulers of darkness do not 
play fair. They often strike at your most vulnerable point and at your weakest 
moment. The devil tempted Christ in the wilderness at the end of His 40-day fast 
when He hungered (Luke 4:2-3). The devil is a liar and the father of lies (John 
8:44). He and his agents are full of deceit. They are enemies of all righteousness 
and make crooked the straight ways of the Lord (Acts 13:10). 

If Satan cannot beat us in a frontal attack, then he will seek to use other 
people or circumstances to weaken and wear us out. Satan even incites people to 
use physical force and violence against God’s people in an attempt to prevent 
them from sharing the Gospel and to conceal his undetected diabolical 
deceptions. 


Satan’s Abilities and Methods 


Some of Satan’s abilities and methods are revealed in the following verses: 


e Twists God’s Word (Genesis 3:1-5) 
e Roams about on the earth (Job 1:7) 
e Can cause physical sickness (Job 2:7; Luke 13:16) 


e Stood against Israel and incited David to sin against the Lord (1 
Chronicles 21:1, 8) 


e Accused Joshua the high priest (Zechariah 3:1) 

e Tempted Jesus (Matthew 4:1) 

* Desired to sift Peter like wheat (Luke 22:31) 

e Put betrayal of Christ into the heart of Judas (John 13:2) 
e Entered into Judas (John 13:27) 

e Filled the heart of Ananias to lie (Acts 5:3) 


°- Is an enemy of righteousness and perverts the right ways of the Lord 
(Acts 13:10) 


e Blinds the minds of the unbelieving (2 Corinthians 4:4) 


Disguises himself as an angel of light (2 Corinthians 11:14) 


e Has power to perform signs and false wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9) 


Hinders believers (1 Thessalonians 2:18) 

e Prowls about like a roaring lion seeking someone to devour (1 Peter 
5:8) 

* The whole world lies in his power (1 John 5:19) 

e Cast some into prison (Revelation 2:10) 

e Will deceive the whole world (Revelation 12:9) 

e Gives his authority to the Antichrist (Revelation 13:4) 


However, he can be resisted (James 4:7; 1 Peter 5:9) and overcome (1 John 
2:13; Revelation 12:11). 

The Apostle Paul acknowledges in 1 Thessalonians 2:18 how Satan hindered 
him: “For we wanted to come to you—I, Paul, more than once—and yet Satan 
hindered us.” However, in 1 Thessalonians 3:11, Paul relates his confidence in 
the One who brings ultimate victory: “Now may our God and Father Himself and 
Jesus our Lord direct our way to you.” 

Through His death and resurrection, Jesus Christ triumphed over 
principalities and powers (Colossians 2:15) and rendered powerless him who had 
the power of death—that is, the devil (Hebrews 2:14). After Satan is bound and 


thrown into the abyss (bottomless pit) for a thousand years (Revelation 20:2-3), 
he will be released to deceive the nations one last time (Revelation 20:7-8). He 
will then be thrown into the lake of fire to be tormented day and night forever 
and ever in the eternal fire prepared for him and his angels (Matthew 25:41; 
Revelation 20:10). 


Performs Counterfeit Miracles 


The ability of Satan-inspired prophets to perform “miraculous signs” is 
attested to in the Bible. 
Matthew 24:24 warns: 


For false Christs and false prophets will arise and will show great signs 
and wonders, so as to mislead, if possible, even the elect. 


2 Thessalonians 2:8-10 reveals: 


Then that lawless one [Antichrist] will be revealed...the one whose 
coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs 
and false wonders, and with all the deception of wickedness for those 
who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to 
be saved. 


Revelation 13:13 foretells: 


He [False Prophet who will be in cahoots with the Antichrist] performs 
great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of heaven to the 
earth in the presence of men. 


Revelation 16:13-14 indicates: 


And I saw coming out of the mouth of the dragon [Satan] and out of the 
mouth of the beast [Antichrist] and out of the mouth of the false 
prophet, three unclean spirits like frogs; for they are spirits of demons, 
performing signs, which go out to the kings of the whole world, to 
gather them together for the war [Armageddon] of the great day of God, 
the Almighty. 


Revelation 19:20 declares: 


And the beast was seized, and with him the false prophet who 
performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who 
had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his 
image.... 


Spectacular miracles in themselves are not evidence that it is the Holy Spirit 
at work. Deuteronomy 13:1-4 comments: 


If a prophet or a dreamer of dreams arises among you and gives you a 
sign or a wonder, and the sign or the wonder comes true, concerning 
which he spoke to you, saying, “Let us go after other gods (whom you 
have not known) and let us serve them,” you shall not listen to the 
words of that prophet or that dreamer of dreams; for the Lord your God 
is testing you to find out if you love the Lord your God with all your 
heart and with all your soul. You shall follow the Lord your God and 
fear Him; and you shall keep His commandments, listen to His voice, 
serve Him, and cling to Him. 


Distinguishing between the genuine and counterfeit is sometimes difficult, but 
not impossible. Believers in Christ must have discernment and know the voice of 
the Holy Spirit which is developed through studying Scripture and prayer (John 
10:27; 1 John 4:1-3; Hebrews 5:14). 


Satan’s Objectives and Strategies 


In attempting to be like the Most High, one of Satan’s main objectives is to 
receive worship. During his temptation of Jesus, Satan tried unsuccessfully to 
entice Jesus to worship him (Matthew 4:9-10). Scripture reveals that the 
Antichrist, who receives his authority from Satan, will proclaim himself to be 
God and seek control over, and worship from, every human being on earth (2 
Thessalonians 2:3-4; Revelation 13). 

Satan offers superficial blessings, temporary pleasures and counterfeit power 
to some of his adherents, while using fear and intimidation on others. His desired 
goal, however, is always the same: to deceive, control, enslave and receive 
worship. When you realize his cunning ways, then all the phenomena that occurs 
in the occult—both the seemingly beneficial, as well as the frightening 
experiences—begin to make sense. 

When sparring in the martial arts, I often used feints to catch my opponent off 
guard. For instance, I might lead with a backfist to the face while simultaneously 
doing a skipping side kick to the abdomen, followed by a forefist punch to his 
solar plexus. The backfist was to divert his attention, so I could accomplish my 


goal of kicking him in the stomach or striking him in the solar plexus. Likewise, 
Satan creates a feint or smokescreen to catch us off guard and keep us from 
discerning his true intentions. 

Some of Satan and his cohorts’ activities are intended to advance and build 
his kingdom, while at other times his mode of operation is designed to sabotage 
and undermine God’s kingdom. His main objective is to create a separation 
between you and God and to keep people from coming to genuine faith in Jesus 
Christ—“in whose case the god of this world has blinded the minds of the 
unbelieving so that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of 
Christ, who is the image of God” (2 Corinthians 4:4). Satan relentlessly tries to 
hinder people from accepting the Gospel. This is a crucial aspect of spiritual 
warfare and why it is so crucial that prayer, and sometimes fasting, accompanies 
witnessing and evangelism. 

When Satan’s efforts to impede people from coming to Christ fail, his 
alternative game plan is to render them powerless, neutralize their effectiveness 
in God’s kingdom and influence them to give up in frustration. His strategy is to 
lure weak and vulnerable Christians into compromise, rebellion and a lifestyle 
that dishonors the Lord—usually sexual immorality, addictive behavior or 
adherence to false teaching. 

Many people wonder why their prayers are not answered, why they do not 
have discernment or why they do not walk in victory. Oftentimes, it is because 
they have been seduced into compromising lifestyles, willful sin and rebellion, 
thus quenching God’s Spirit in their lives. The only solution is repentance and 
obedience. 


Diversions 


When we ministered on U.S. bases in Germany, Colonel Doug Mastriano and 
his wife and son were our hosts. During some free time between speaking 
engagements, they took me and my wife to Paris for some historical research and 
to visit the Argonne in France to document Sergeant York’s remarkable exploits 
during World War I. While on a subway train in Paris, a youth stood near us 
playing the accordion. He was a diversion, so his companions could discover the 
location of our wallets. Doug’s wife shares the following account and insight: 


Traveling the subway in Paris has opened my eyes to just how quickly 
evil can overtake us and rob us. I was traveling with four others and had 
somewhat of a false sense of security from being in a group...although I 
thought I was still being pretty cautious. In a second, disaster can strike. 
Our stop came and we all began filing off the train. Everyone else was 
in front of me and my son dropped something and then stooped to pick 


it up. In that split second someone opened my purse and stole my 
wallet. All this happened without me ever feeling a thing! By the time I 
realized what had happened, the doors closed, and the train sped away. 
Cash, credit cards, ID information and more were lost. 


In similar fashion, Satan uses many diversions to accomplish his real 
objectives. He uses alluring temptations in an attempt to divert our focus and 
steal our most precious treasure—our complete allegiance to Christ as Lord. 

Satan’s scheme is to undermine our testimony for Jesus by conforming us into 
his likeness and into the image of the world. He will attempt to hinder us in any 
way possible from achieving God’s ultimate purpose for us which is to be 
conformed into the image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29). That is his tactical plan 
against the body of Christ. 

Satan’s primary focus and relentless attacks are against our personal integrity. 
He seeks to tempt and deter us from pure devotion to Christ. He knows that a 
corrupted believer is an ineffective “light” for the Lord in the battle against 
spiritual darkness. 

Satan’s main device is sexual enticement, but he knows all of our 
vulnerabilities and past weaknesses. He will use any vice we have to seduce and 
compromise us. He waits for the right opportunity to beguile us, then creates 
compromising circumstances in an effort to unleash chaos in our lives. Only by 
submitting to God and resisting Satan’s alluring, yet oftentimes seemingly 
innocent temptations, can we avoid untold misery and walk in victory. 

The lure of the world through mass media is a prime means to infect believers 
with worldly philosophy, which is often diametrically opposed to God’s 
revelation of truth. 

When attempts to compromise our thoughts, attitudes and lifestyle are 
unsuccessful, the hostile spiritual forces may target our family or workplace to 
provoke and raise up people and circumstances to oppose and undermine us— 
often with lies and false accusations. Conflicts can arise at home or at work as 
Satan incites people, problems and scenarios which seem impossible to overcome 
without the Lord’s help. Satan and his troops also target our health or that of 
loved ones. Unexpected and unexplainable circumstances can rise up out of 
nowhere leaving us shaking our heads and wondering, “Where did this come 
from and how did this happen?” Satan is trying to divert our focus from God. 

Maintaining personal integrity before God and the world, honoring the Lord 
in every situation and standing strong in the midst of obstacles and opposition 
are crucial in overcoming the strategies of the enemy. 


scripture Condemns Sorcery 


l is impossible to read Scripture and not come to the realization that any and 


all forms of sorcery and occultism are detestable to God. The Israelites were 
forbidden to practice divination, witchcraft, sorcery, interpret omens, cast spells 
or communicate with the dead. Deuteronomy 18:9-12 warns: 


When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall 
not learn to imitate the detestable things of those nations. There shall 
not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass 
through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, 
or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or 
a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. For whoever does 
these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of these detestable 
things the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 


Now let’s look at these verses a little closer: 

When you enter the land which the Lord your God gives you, you shall 
not learn to imitate the detestable things of those nations. 

When the Israelites were about to enter the Promised Land, God spoke 
through Moses to warn them not to imitate the detestable practices of the 
idolatrous and polytheistic Canaanites, worship their gods and goddesses or bow 
down to their idols. The first of the Ten Commandments makes it crystal clear, 
“You shall have no other gods before [besides] Me (Exodus 20:3; Deuteronomy 
5:7). 

There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his 
daughter pass through the fire, 

One of the abhorrent practices of Canaanite worship was child sacrifice, 
burning their sons and daughters in the fire to their gods (Deuteronomy 12:31). 
(See also Leviticus 18:21; Leviticus 20:2-5; 1 Kings 11:7; 2 Kings 23:10; Jeremiah 
32:35.) In the case of Molech (the detestable idol of the Ammonites—1 Kings 
11:7), live babies were placed on the seated idol’s burning-hot outstretched 
hands, “passing through the fire,” while parents and others watched and danced, 


as drums beat louder to drown out the screams of the children as they burned to 
death. 

one who uses divination, 

Fortunetelling—attempting to foresee or foretell future events or gain insight 
into a question or situation by such means as examining the exposed entrails 
(intestines or internal organs) of an animal, the fall of dice, the configuration of 
such natural phenomena as clouds or astrology and looking to the stars to 
determine one’s fate. 

one who practices witchcraft, 

Invoking gods or goddesses, nature worship, fertility rituals, use of magic or 
spells. Witches worship the mother goddess in various forms and with various 
names. 

or one who interprets omens, 

An omen is a sign or warning that is believed to foretell the future, especially 
something momentous or calamitous that is likely to happen—maybe something 
favorable or unfavorable. It was commonly believed in ancient times, and still 
believed by some today, that omens reveal messages from the gods. These omens 
include natural phenomena. For example an eclipse, comet, meteor, flood and 
storm were considered to be omens of disasters or of divine unhappiness with 
humankind. A ghost’s appearance or a vision of a deceased person or a bird 
hitting a window may be an omen of the impending death of a member of the 
family. However, since omens were not always clear, several groups of diviners 
who interpreted omens might be used before action was taken. 

or a sorcerer, 

Magician, wizard, warlock, witch doctor, shaman or witch who uses magical 
spells, potions and curses to bring death, disease, bad luck, harm or destruction 
on an enemy. The word is generally applied to black magic and witchcraft—the 
use of supernatural power over others through the assistance of spirits. 

or one who casts a spell, 

Make use of magic to cast a spell to control people, circumstances and the 
forces of nature. Using an incantation (magical words of power recited in a 
ceremony or ritual; a series of words said as a magic spell or charm) or 
invocation (the act of summoning a spirit or god by using sacred god-names or 
words of power). 

White magic is the casting of love spells and healing potions. Many who are 
into white magic think their source is God, but the true source of white magic is 
the same as for black magic because the Bible tells us that Satan “disguises 
himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 11:14). Black magic, like voodoo, is 
often intended to inflict harm and cause death and destruction, to injure an 
enemy and to inflict harm to a person or property. 

or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead. 

Necromancy—communicating with spirits of the dead. One who acts as an 


intermediary between the world of spirits and the living. A trance channeler. 
Consulting spirits of the dead to learn hidden information or to know the future. 
Use of a Ouija board or séance. Remember King Saul and the medium at Endor— 
the day after Saul consulted her, he died in battle against the Philistines. 
For whoever does these things is detestable to the Lord; and because of 
these detestable things the Lord your God will drive them out before you. 
Leviticus 19:26, 31 commands: 


...You shall not practice divination nor soothsaying. Do not turn to 
mediums or spiritists; do not seek them out to be defiled by them. I am 
the LORD your God. 


Leviticus 20:6 proclaims: 


As for the person who turns to mediums and to spiritists, to play the 
harlot after them, I will also set My face against that person and will cut 
him off from among his people. 


Before the Israelites entered the Promised Land, Moses gave instructions 
regarding the false worship of the Canaanites: 


These are the statutes and the judgments which you shall carefully 
observe in the land which the LORD, the God of your fathers, has given 
you to possess as long as you live on the earth. You shall utterly destroy 
all the places where the nations whom you shall dispossess serve their 
gods, on the high mountains and on the hills and under every green 
tree. You shall tear down their altars and smash their sacred pillars and 
burn their Asherim with fire, and you shall cut down the engraved 
images of their gods and obliterate their name from that place. You 
shall not act like this toward the LORD your God (Deuteronomy 12:1-4). 


Be careful to listen to all these words which I command you, so that it 
may be well with you and your sons after you forever, for you will be 
doing what is good and right in the sight of the LORD your God. When 
the LORD your God cuts off before you the nations which you are going 
in to dispossess, and you dispossess them and dwell in their land, 
beware that you are not ensnared to follow them, after they are 
destroyed before you, and that you do not inquire after their gods, 
saying, “How do these nations serve their gods, that I also may do 
likewise?” You shall not behave thus toward the LORD your God, for 
every abominable act which the LORD hates they have done for their 


gods; for they even burn their sons and daughters in the fire to their 
gods. Whatever I command you, you shall be careful to do; you shall not 
add to nor take away from it (Deuteronomy 12:28-32). 


Idolatry and worship of false gods would be a snare to God’s people and 
therefore should be avoided: 


Now concerning everything which I have said to you, be on your guard; 
and do not mention the name of other gods, nor let them be heard from 
your mouth. They shall not live in your land, because they will make 
you sin against Me; for if you serve their gods, it will surely be a snare 
to you (Exodus 23:13, 33). 


Lessons from the Kings of Judah 


Ahaz was twenty years old when he became king of Judah, and he did not do 
right in the sight of the LORD: 


But he walked in the ways of the kings of Israel; he also made molten 
images for the Baals. Moreover, he burned incense in the valley of Ben- 
hinnom and burned his sons in fire, according to the abominations of 
the nations whom the LORD had driven out before the sons of Israel. He 
sacrificed and burned incense on the high places, on the hills and under 
every green tree (2 Chronicles 28:1-4). 


Second Chronicles 33:6, 9 tells about the evil of King Manasseh: 


He [King Manasseh] made his sons pass through the fire in the valley of 
Ben-hinnom; and he practiced witchcraft, used divination, practiced 
sorcery and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in the 
sight of the LORD, provoking Him to anger. Thus Manasseh misled 
Judah and the inhabitants of Jerusalem to do more evil than the nations 
whom the LORD destroyed before the sons of Israel. 


Some additional insight on Manasseh is given in 2 Kings 21:1-6: 


Manasseh was twelve years old when he became king, and he reigned 
fifty-five years in Jerusalem; and his mother’s name was Hephzibah. He 
did evil in the sight of the LORD, according to the abominations of the 
nations whom the LORD dispossessed before the sons of Israel. For he 
rebuilt the high places which Hezekiah his father had destroyed; and he 


erected altars for Baal [the main god of the Canaanites who was often 
worshiped as a sun god or storm god] and made an Asherah [a wooden 
image of Asherah, the Canaanite goddess of fertility, who was 
worshiped through ritual prostitution], as Ahab king of Israel had done, 
and worshiped all the host of heaven [sun, moon, stars, and planets] 
and served them. He built altars in the house of the LORD, of which the 
LORD had said, “In Jerusalem I will put My name.” For he built altars 
for all the host of heaven in the two courts of the house of the LORD. He 
made his son pass through the fire, practiced witchcraft and used 
divination, and dealt with mediums and spiritists. He did much evil in 
the sight of the LORD provoking Him to anger. 


King Manasseh eventually repents of his wickedness as recorded in 2 
Chronicles 33:10-16: 


The LORD spoke to Manasseh and his people, but they paid no attention. 
Therefore the LORD brought the commanders of the army of the king of 
Assyria against them, and they captured Manasseh with hooks, bound 
him with bronze chains and took him to Babylon. When he was in 
distress, he entreated the LORD his God and humbled himself greatly 
before the God of his fathers. When he prayed to Him, He was moved 
by his entreaty and heard his supplication, and brought him again to 
Jerusalem to his kingdom. Then Manasseh knew that the LORD was 
God. ... He also removed the foreign gods and the idol from the house of 
the LORD, as well as all the altars which he had built on the mountain of 
the house of the LORD and in Jerusalem, and he threw them outside the 
city. He set up the altar of the LORD and sacrificed peace offerings and 
thank offerings on it; and he ordered Judah to serve the LORD God of 
Israel. 


After Manasseh, Judah was once again entrenched with idolatry and 
occultism as a result of the reign of wicked king Amon, son of Manasseh. Amon 
reigned two years before he was murdered (2 Chronicles 33:21-25). Then, we 
read of the reform made by righteous King Josiah, son of Amon and grandson of 
King Manasseh (2 Kings 23:1-25). After the Book of the Law was found in the 
Temple and read by Josiah, he began an aggressive campaign to cleanse the land 
and the people. 2 Kings 23:24-25 concludes the biblical account of Josiah’s 
reform: 


Moreover, Josiah removed the mediums and the spiritists and the 
teraphim and the idols and all the abominations that were seen in the 


land of Judah and in Jerusalem, that he might confirm the words of the 
law which were written in the book that Hilkiah the priest found in the 
house of the LORD. Before him there was no king like him who turned 
to the LORD with all his heart and with all his soul and with all his 
might, according to all the law of Moses; nor did any like him arise after 
him. 


Many other scriptures admonish believers in Christ to stay away from any 
and all forms of sorcery and occultism. 


Son of the Devil 


In Acts chapter 13, we read the following account about what happened 
shortly after the Apostle Paul was sent out on his first missionary journey: 


When they [Paul, Barnabas, and John Mark] had gone through the 
whole island as far as Paphos, they found a magician, a Jewish false 
prophet whose name was Bar-Jesus, who was with the proconsul, 
Sergius Paulus, a man of intelligence. This man summoned Barnabas 
and Saul and sought to hear the word of God. But Elymas the magician 
(for so his name is translated) was opposing them, seeking to turn the 
proconsul away from the faith. But Saul, who was also known as Paul, 
filled with the Holy Spirit, fixed his gaze on him, and said, “You who 
are full of all deceit and fraud, you son of the devil, you enemy of all 
righteousness, will you not cease to make crooked the straight ways of 
the Lord? Now, behold, the hand of the Lord is upon you, and you will 
be blind and not see the sun for a time.” And immediately a mist and a 
darkness fell upon him, and he went about seeking those who would 
lead him by the hand (Acts 13:6-11). 


An Exorcism Gone Bad 


During the Apostle Paul’s time in the first century AD, Ephesus was a center 
for sorcery, mysticism, magical beliefs and practices, as well as the worship of 
Artemis and a variety of other gods and goddesses. Acts 19:11-20 records the 
following account: 


God was performing extraordinary miracles by the hands of Paul, so 
that handkerchiefs or aprons were even carried from his body to the 
sick, and the diseases left them and the evil spirits went out. But also 
some of the Jewish exorcists, who went from place to place, attempted 


to name over those who had the evil spirits the name of the Lord Jesus, 
saying, “I adjure you by Jesus whom Paul preaches.” Seven sons of one 
Sceva, a Jewish chief priest, were doing this. And the evil spirit 
answered and said to them, “I recognize Jesus, and I know about Paul, 
but who are you?” And the man, in whom was the evil spirit, leaped on 
them and subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled 
out of that house naked and wounded. 


This became known to all, both Jews and Greeks, who lived in Ephesus; 
and fear fell upon them all and the name of the Lord Jesus was being 
magnified. Many also of those who had believed kept coming, 
confessing and disclosing their practices. And many of those who 
practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them 
in the sight of everyone; and they counted up the price of them and 
found it fifty thousand pieces of silver. So the word of the Lord was 
growing mightily and prevailing. 


Many of the Ephesians who converted to Christianity previously trusted in 
magic and mysticism for protection from, and power over, evil spirits or to gain 
an advantage over others and to control the forces of nature. In contrast, the 
Apostle Paul taught them that the power of God—far superior to the powers of 
darkness—was not received through invoking gods and goddesses or reciting 
magical words and names, but through faith in, and authority from, Jesus Christ. 


Zero Tolerance 


Many people today wrongly assume that if something is “spiritual” and “it 
works,” then “it must be of God.” However, Scripture clearly reveals that God has 
zero tolerance for sorcery and idolatry. Those who persist in pursuing occult 
beliefs, practices or healing arts will suffer eventual, eternal consequences if 
repeatedly refusing to repent. 

Some people think it was cruel for God to have eradicated many of the 
Canaanites in the Old Testament because of their wickedness. They are usually 
the same people who say, “If God is such a loving God, why does He allow 
violence and evil to continue in the world?” Some people just hate God no matter 
what He does or does not do. If God does nothing, they say He does not care. If 
God judges and punishes people for their wickedness, they say He is not loving. 

Even so, a holy, righteous and just God will judge and punish those who 
refuse to repent of their evil ways. The Great White Throne Judgment is still 
ahead for those who will not turn from their wickedness and come to Jesus Christ 
for forgiveness (Revelation 20:11-15). 


Revelation 21:8 emphatically affirms the eternal damnation of those who 
practice sorcery: 


But for the...sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the 
lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death. 


Revelation 22:14-15 says: 


Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right 
to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city. Outside are 
the dogs and the sorcerers.... 


Sovereign Lord of the Universe 


God created human beings to have a special relationship with Him. When 
Israelites in the Old Testament (called to be His “holy people”) became involved 
in idolatry and occultism, or when Christians in the New Testament (called to be 
His “bride”) practiced magic arts and sorcery, God likened that to spiritual 
adultery and unfaithfulness. He called them spiritual prostitutes or harlots 
because they were following other gods when He is the One who created them, 
died for them and is coming again—the only true God. 

All forms of occultism are condemned because they circumvent God and lead 
people to false gods and idolatry, as well as seeking knowledge and power from 
spirits (which are in reality deceptive demonic entities) who “whisper and 
mutter.” Isaiah 8:19 comments: 


When they say to you, “Consult the mediums and the spiritists who 
whisper and mutter,” should not a people consult their God? Should 
they consult the dead on behalf of the living? 


Why does the Lord not allow anyone or anything else to be god in our lives? 
Because not only has He created us and deserves that unique position, but He 
knows that anyone or anything else controlling our lives becomes our god—and 
eventually that god will destroy us. In contrast, David said, “Blessed are the 
people whose God is the LORD” (Psalm 144:15). 

One hundred percent of the time there are adverse, often destructive 
consequences—sometimes immediate and sometimes not until months or years 
later—from occult involvement. However 100 percent of the time, there are 
severe spiritual and eternal consequences beyond the participant’s control unless 
there is repentance and acceptance of Jesus Christ. 

Parents know that certain people are bad influences on their children. While a 


“friend” may seem positive and safe with an appearance of caring for their 
children, parents can see through the facade to recognize the ulterior motives— 
warning their children to keep away from that person, lest they be set up and led 
down a dangerous path through feigned flattery and deceptive words. 

God alone is our Creator and sovereign LORD of the universe. He must be the 
only One we seek for supernatural knowledge, wisdom and power. He proclaims 
that there is no other God but Him and that He is a jealous God (Exodus 20:3-5; 
Joshua 24:19). To Him alone do we bow down, submit our will, dedicate our 
heart, yield our lives and offer our praise. 


King Saul and the Medium at Endor 


ean the encounter of King Saul with the medium at Endor (1 Samuel 


28:3-20). Whether the medium conjured up a familiar spirit impersonating 
Samuel who was used by the Lord to pronounce Saul’s impending judgment for 
disobedience, or whether God allowed Samuel to actually appear and proclaim 
the tragic death of Saul and his sons on Mount Gilboa, is a matter of speculation 
and debate. 

We do know for certain that “When Saul inquired of the LORD, the LORD did 
not answer him, either by dreams or by Urim or by prophets” (1 Samuel 28:6). 
We also know that necromancy (communicating with the dead) is forbidden by 
God in Deuteronomy 18:9-12 and Isaiah 8:19. Yet, the Bible identifies him as 
Samuel (1 Samuel 28:12-16), and he gave a message consistent with Scripture, as 
well as an accurate pronouncement that Saul and his sons would die in battle 
against the Philistines the next day (1 Samuel 28:17-19; 31:1-13). 

Longtime friend of the ministry, Pastor Aaron Christy, comments concerning 
the identity of Samuel: 


First Samuel 28 records the use of a séance, where the medium of Endor 
summons Samuel, the faithful deceased prophet and priest, from the 
dead at the request of the desperate King Saul. Was this really Samuel 
himself, was it demonic deception or was it some kind of an illusion 
conjured by the medium? 


Before we examine this important question, we must first consider the 
question of why King Saul did something that went against the law of 
God (Leviticus 20:27; Deuteronomy 18:10-12) and that King Saul 
himself had outlawed in the land (1 Samuel 28:3)? 


Saul sought out the medium of Endor because he feared the Philistines 
and their army, rather than God. His continued disobedience was the 
reason for God’s silence in previous attempts for Saul to receive a word 
from the Lord in gaining godly wisdom on what to do in this difficult 


situation and foreign threat that stood on Israel’s doorstep. King Saul 
shows his own hypocrisy by seeking advice from a source that he 
himself had outlawed. 


The Bible says in 1 Samuel 28:13 (Esv) that the woman, the medium, 
saw “a god coming up out of the earth.” The Hebrew word used here for 
“god” is elohim, which is the most common name for God in the Old 
Testament, but it is also the plural form of the generic term for gods. 
Here, it is a generic term used for a god, singular, but not the God of the 
Bible. Neither is what the medium sees identified as a demon or some 
type of other spirit at any point in the passage. 


The dialogue that follows goes on to indicate that this spirit that has 
come up is that of, none other than, Samuel. He was identified as an old 
man wearing a robe, which is Samuel’s characteristic garment (1 Samuel 
15:27). Saul knew right away who it was. Nothing in the rest of the text 
indicates that it was anyone other than Samuel, neither from Saul’s 
perspective, the woman practicing necromancy nor the spirit’s 
(Samuel’s) perspective (vv. 15-19). 


Other indicators in this passage go on to support this. The medium 
screams at the sight of Samuel’s spirit. She has not conjured up her 
usual demon, or evil spirit, that she is used to seeing. The spirit’s 
message to Saul is also true and accurate, and that of godly judgment 
that Samuel has already pronounced against Saul in 1 Samuel 13:8-15. 
Demons lie and give half-truths. Here, Samuel’s spirit speaks the full 
truth of God. 


In addition, nothing in this Bible story supports the use of séances and 
their use for conjuring up the dead. Witches, mediums or necromancers 
who claim to speak to the spirits of deceased loved ones fall prey to 
demonic deception (2 Corinthians 11:14-15). Death and God’s judgment 
is final and renders one’s soul to either heaven to be with the Lord Jesus 
Christ (the saved), or to hell (the damned), awaiting the resurrection 
and the final judgment. 


Also, nothing in this Bible passage contradicts what God says in His 
word. This passage is focused on King Saul and his fall from God’s 
grace, rather than on witchcraft and God now changing His mind on the 
subject. Psalm 115:3 (ESv) says, “Our God is in the heavens; he does all 
that he pleases.” Here is a case where God allowed Samuel to return to 


pronounce the disobedient King Saul’s final judgment who dies in battle 
the next day with his sons. Saul refused to listen to Samuel when he was 
alive. Then, in sin, he wanted a prophetic word, no doubt in his favor, 
from Samuel after he was dead. As the old saying goes, too little, too 
late.” God gives him over to the consequences of his sin. According to 1 
Chronicles 10:13-14, this is another reason why King Saul was judged: 


“So Saul died for his trespass which he committed against the LORD, 
because of the word of the LORD which he did not keep; and also 
because he asked counsel of a medium, making inquiry of it, and did 
not inquire of the LORD. Therefore He killed him and turned the 
kingdom to David the son of Jesse.” 


Valuable Lessons 


Regardless, of whether it was a familiar spirit impersonating Samuel, or 
Samuel himself, there are some valuable lessons to learn from Saul’s life and 
death. 

King Saul started out obeying the Lord and God greatly blessed him, until 
Saul began to disobey and rebel. After repeated acts of disobedience, God no 
longer answered Saul. So, Saul went to the medium at Endor to conjure up and 
consult the spirit of Samuel. Instead, he should have humbled himself, repented 
and sought the Lord with all his heart. 

Like Saul, many Christians go to the “medium at Endor.” They seek advice 
from false prophets or diviners who distort God’s truth. They resort to techniques 
and practices that have occult and mystical overtones. But why settle for inferior 
imitations and counterfeits when you have the incomparable wisdom in God’s 
Word and the unequalled power from the Holy Spirit? 

While speaking at a men’s Bible study on end times and the occult, one of the 
men asked me what I thought about mediums. He said that someone 
recommended he consult a medium to contact his daughter who died a year 
earlier. I said, “I know you are still grieving the death of your beloved daughter, 
but it will not be her that you contact but a demonic spirit impersonating her. 
Your daughter is in the presence of the Lord” (2 Corinthians 5:8). I then had him 
read Deuteronomy 18:10-12, part of which says: “There shall not be found among 
you...a medium, or a spiritist, or one who consults the dead.” 

I then told him about Bishop Pike, whose son committed suicide in a New 
York City hotel room. When paranormal activity occurred in the flat where he 
and his son had lived, he thought it was his son attempting to communicate with 
him. Distraught over his son’s death, Bishop Pike began visiting mediums in an 
attempt to communicate with him. According to Dr. Merrill Unger, an expert in 


demonology and author of The Haunting of Bishop Pike, “Bishop Pike was unable 
to evaluate his psychic experiences properly and to react wisely because he had 
rejected the Word of God as authoritative and final.” He was not having 
communications from his dead son, but from deceiving demonic entities who led 
him down a false path. Bishop Pike was found dead in the Judean Wilderness by 
the Dead Sea having succumbed to the elements, three-and-a-half years after the 
death of his son. 


Infiltrating the Church 


M any years ago, I warned about the growing influence of occultism in the 


church. One of my newsletter articles, “Witchcraft Infiltrates Churches,” revealed 
how several Christians were associated with a woman who was involved with 
witchcraft and spiritualism. The strategy of this woman, who professed to be a 
Spirit-filled Christian, was to infiltrate a church or ministry. She would quote 
extensively from Scripture, enabling her to subtly seduce immature believers into 
occult philosophy and practices. Also, she had what she called a “Holding 
Ministry.” She would tell vulnerable women that God wanted her to comfort 
them. Then, she would hold or hug them for an “uncomfortably” extended period 
of time. 

Far more subtle and harmful, however, is the fact that today many Christian 
leaders, obviously lacking scriptural knowledge and discernment, are bringing 
teachings and practices into the church that resemble the occult, New Age 
spirituality and Eastern mysticism more than biblical Christianity. (For more 
information, see my book entitled Beware—Deception and Delusion in the Church.) 

Several years ago, my research director and I met with the pastor of a church 
who was also recognized as one of the top ten psychics in the eastern U.S. He was 
certain his “gift” of divination and fortunetelling was from God. After an hour- 
long meeting at his house, I strongly warned him that his beliefs and practices 
were not of God, but were the occultism condemned in Deuteronomy 18:10-11 as 
well as elsewhere throughout Scripture. I believe the Lord sent us to him as his 
final warning and to call him to repentance. In spite of the biblical evidence, he 
rejected our warning and refused to discontinue his occult practices in the 
church, a congregation of confused and susceptible people. A short time later, at 
a young age, he died of a heart attack. 


Stealing Them Back from Satan 


Several years later, I cautioned the District Superintendent of an Evangelical 
denomination about New Age beliefs and techniques he was introducing at a 
pastor’s conference. Equally alarming was the fact that most of the pastors in 


attendance participated without hesitation. The District Superintendent said to 
me that these are gifts and powers Satan stole from the church, and we are taking 
them back. I replied that they are not in Scripture nor are they from the Holy 
Spirit. They are occult and New Age beliefs and practices which are leading 
people away from the truth of God’s Word and opening them up to deceptive and 
seducing spirits. Besides, they are far inferior to the genuine power of God’s Spirit 
as revealed in the book of Acts. 

“Christians” lack discernment because they have been taught to be non- 
judgmental and tolerant of everything; that love, unity and subjective experiences 
are more important than biblical truth. As they seek mystical encounters with 
“God,” it is little wonder that they are easy prey for the angel of light to seduce 
them with imitation and counterfeit experiences and phenomena—deceiving 
them with “another Jesus” who is not the Jesus of the Bible, a “different spirit” 
who is not the Holy Spirit and a “different gospel” which is not the true Gospel of 
Jesus Christ (2 Corinthians 11:4). 

Many people start with seemingly innocent practices: visualizations, 
affirmations, meditations, postures or rituals that often lead them into deeper 
involvement—opening doors to endless ways outside the Bible for spiritual 
experiences. “Always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the 
truth” (2 Timothy 3:7) captivates their minds in an endless cycle of false 
teachings and their bodies in inefficacious techniques. Caught in the ebb and flow 
of subjective experiences, they are “tossed here and there by waves and carried 
about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful 
scheming” (Ephesians 4:14). 

You would be astonished at how many young people, as well as adults—many 
claiming to be Christians—have told me about demonic encounters and 
experiences from delving into magic and mysticism. In her book, The Beautiful 
Side of Evil, Johanna Michaelsen tells an extraordinary story about her 
involvement in the occult and how she learned to distinguish between the 
beautiful side of evil and the true way of the Lord. 

Many trance channelers, fortune tellers, witches, voodoo witch doctors and 
yogis have come to faith in Jesus Christ and discontinued their former practices. 
Yet, I am amazed at how many Christians are embracing the very beliefs and 
practices which these people renounced, and from which they were delivered. 
Obviously lacking discernment and the knowledge of Scripture, many professing 
Christians defend practices and philosophies that distort or deny God’s Holy 
Word. 

It comes down to two distinct possibilities: allegiance to the Creator God of 
the Bible or adherence to a myriad of occult and New Age teachings. It also 
comes down to one simple principle: you either follow and base your life’s beliefs 
on subjective experiences and phenomena, or you obey and submit to the Word 
of God. Subjective experiences and phenomena can change like the weather and 


lead you down a treacherous path of shifting sand. The Word of God has 
overwhelming stability and validity for its veracity, so choose to trust and honor 
the Lord and His Word. 


Latent Powers Lost at the Fall 


Some people attempt to justify their psychic abilities as latent mental powers 
that God gave to Adam and Eve but were lost at the Fall. However, any 
knowledge or latent powers that were lost in the Garden are, at best, those which 
God has taken away and forbidden—not intended to be regained in our fallen 
state. At worst, and more than likely, they are demonic deceptions, imitations 
and counterfeits—recycling Satan’s lies that “You surely will not die!” (Genesis 
3:4) and “your eyes will be opened, and you will be like God, knowing good and 
evil” (Genesis 3:5). 

When Eve saw “that the tree was desirable to make one wise, she took from 
its fruit and ate; and she gave also to her husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 
3:6). The rest is history as all of humanity and nature groans and suffers while 
waiting for the redemption of our bodies and the restoration of the creation to 
the paradise God initially designed (Romans 8:22-23). However, it must be in 
God’s time and in God’s way as revealed in Scripture—not through any occult 
means or by Satan’s false promises which led to the Fall in the first place. 


Visualization and Meditation 


Crossexamined.org provides some relevant information: 


If you visualize it (whatever “it” is, good or bad) and send the energy 
out into the Universe, then it will mirror that and manifest in your 
world. This is why positive thinking and actions are paramount to the 
type of outcome you want to manifest in your life. Growing up, I was 
told that visualizing was a form of “prayer” to the universe. In 
Christianity, whatever we have isn’t there because we manifested, 
visualized, or attracted it to us. God is the one who’s ultimately in 
control if we’ve given Him our lives. 


New Age meditation is a meditative state where we are all about our 
energies, chakras, one with the universe, visualizing, etc. It’s a mental 
state focused on finding inner peace and enlightenment of sorts. Many 
people will meditate in hopes of having a vision, meeting their spirit 
guide, or invoking inner peace or a spiritual awakening. In Christianity, 
this word means something very different. Believe it or not, meditation 


itself isn’t unbiblical at all. It’s what we’re meditating on that makes the 
difference. Many scriptures point to meditating on God’s Word and Him 
alone. An example of this is perhaps memorizing scripture and focusing 
on God’s will around a particular avenue we should go in life. Our focus 
is on God and His will. 


Energy, Trances and Spirit Guides 


Vict every aspect of occultism includes three main characteristics: 


1. Manipulation and Control of Energy 


Occultists seek to tap into an alleged universal energy force which is latent 
within nature and all human beings. Every person supposedly emanates a unique 
vibration (or energy pattern). They believe that by harnessing and learning to 
control the flow of energy—the life force in the cosmos that can be channeled to 
bring about psychic powers—one can exercise dominance and mastery over both 
visible and invisible things, for good or evil purposes. This ancient practice of 
energy manipulation is foundational to the practice of magic. It is an attempt to 
use “universal energy” to direct desired results and fulfill one’s own purposes. 
They believe that magic happens when “psychic energy” is raised through dance, 
chant, meditation and so forth, then is directed through thought into a particular 
outcome. A “magic wand” can be used to direct energy. 

Kundalini energy (also known as goddess energy and sometimes as serpent 
energy) is ascribed in Hindu and yoga philosophy to be the creative power and 
energy of the universe. One of the purposes of yoga is to awaken this energy, 
believed to lie dormant at the base of the spine (often described as a coiled 
snake), through various postures, breathing exercises, chanting and meditation. 
Ultimately, kundalini energy helps the yogi achieve spiritual enlightenment, 
which is the ultimate goal of yoga. 


Solar Eclipse 


A total solar eclipse and a “ring of fire” solar eclipse are rare astronomical 
events that hold special magical or ominous significance to many Wiccans, 
witches, pagans and Druids. To them, it is a time of heightened spiritual energy 
and cosmic vibrations—a powerful time to harness the energy of the eclipse to 
boost spellcasting and divination practices. They believe it is an important 
moment to channel celestial energies and tap into energies that flow throughout 


the natural and spiritual world. Some choose to meditate, light candles, chant 
incantations or perform ritual dances to connect with the eclipse’s energy to 
bring their desires into reality as well as receive guidance from the universe to 
bring about personal transformation and healing. 


Hypnotist at University Campus 


I went with my wife to research a hypnotist who was speaking on a university 
campus. He was supposedly one of only four in the world who could do instant 
hypnosis on people. There was an exciting and energetic atmosphere in the 
auditorium that night. Many young and undiscerning Christians could easily walk 
in there and say, “Wow, this place is charged with the Spirit of God!” 

As I looked around the auditorium, I recognized a Christian in the audience. 
When the hypnotist called for volunteers, this Christian went up, sat on the stage 
and submitted his mind to a man who had just demonstrated fortunetelling, 
divination, telepathy and other occult practices (although he did not call them 
that). Where was this Christian’s discernment? Where was his obedience to God’s 
Word? 

The hypnotist began to tell the people whom he could not hypnotize to leave 
the stage, and the first person he told to leave was this Christian. I believe God 
allowed that dismissal as his first warning and was protecting him in spite of his 
carelessness. Many were fooled because this hypnotist used scientific 
terminology, but his feats of mental and natural phenomena were a front for the 
occultism he was really promoting. I received a personal interview with him after 
his program. He told me he considered himself a “good Christian,” although he 
did not believe in the Bible or that Jesus was the only way of salvation. I asked if 
he had ever considered the evidence for the uniqueness of Christ and the Bible, 
but he responded that he was not interested in that. 

Although he was not open to considering that these phenomena resulted from 
a demonic source, he told me he did not really understand the source of his 
powers. “Maybe,” he said, “it is from atomic energy or something like that or 
some other yet unknown source,” but he felt it was definitely beyond latent 
human powers. He said he does not believe in occultism because that is 
supernaturalism, but he also told me palm reading, tea leaf reading, witchcraft 
and so on can be beneficial to develop one’s psychic abilities. From talking to 
him and reading the literature he gave me, I discovered he is a parapsychologist, 
psychic and mind reader. He uses telepathy, does levitation and practices 
meditation. (More information on this encounter is in my book Beware—Deception 
and Delusion in the Church.) 


Psychic Fair 


An occult exponent I talked to at a psychic fair told me she believed in God as 
creator. When I asked her if God was personal or impersonal, she said that God is 
a vortex of universal energy from which all things emanate. (Some occultists 
believe that meditating on and uttering a sacred syllable are considered a means 
of inducing a mystical union with the divine essence.) She had no answer to my 
comment that such a magnificent creation would require the wisdom of an 
omniscient and omnipotent God—not an impersonal energy force. She also 
claims weekly visitations from “angels” which she assured me could not be 
demonic impersonators because God is love and all of His or Her creation is good 
—only demons are negative energy. She also said that Jesus did not die for the 
sins of the world but to protest organized religion. Her spirit guides and 
subjective experiences have misinformed her to believe that the Bible is a 
compilation of different people’s spiritual journeys but has been altered so much 
over the years that it is not reliable. I told her about my visit to Qumran where 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, hidden for 2,000 years, were accidentally discovered in 
1947. They provide clear evidence to the amazing accuracy of the Old Testament 
we read today. 


The Holy Spirit Is Not an Impersonal Energy Force 


Human beings were intended to be much more than “transmitters” for an 
energy force purported to provide untapped psychic and spiritual powers through 
occult means. Yes, there is invisible energy throughout the universe as part of the 
wonders of God’s astounding physical creation. We are all familiar with light, 
heat and electrical energy. Inventors, scientists and engineers have made some 
beneficial discoveries, such as electricity, sound waves, radio waves, microwaves 
and electromagnetic waves. Yet, it can be said of those who refuse to 
acknowledge that God is transcendent and separate from His creation, that “they 
exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature 
rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever” (Romans 1:25). 

Some people attempt to identify the Holy Spirit with an impersonal, cosmic 
energy force and claim that all of creation and nature is divine, denying biblical 
revelation concerning the true nature of the Holy Spirit. As believers in Jesus 
Christ, our bodies are temples of the Holy Spirit (1 Corinthians 6:19). 

The Bible is clear that the Holy Spirit is alive and active with a variety of 
attributes and functions: 


e Believers are born again by the Spirit (John 3:5-8) 


* The Holy Spirit is our Helper who teaches us and helps us remember 
(John 14:26) 


e Testifies about Jesus (John 15:26) 


Convicts the world of sin, righteousness and judgment (John 16:7-8) 


Is called the Spirit of truth because He guides believers into all the 
truth (John 16:13-15) 


e Empowers believers to be witnesses for Jesus Christ (Acts 1:8) 

e Raised Jesus from the dead (Romans 8:11) 

e Testifies that we are children of God (Romans 8:16) 

e Helps us in our weaknesses and intercedes for us (Romans 8:26-27) 
e Fills believers with joy, peace and hope (Romans 15:13) 


* Knows the thoughts of humans and the depths of God (1 Corinthians 
2:10-13) 


e Gives a variety of spiritual gifts to believers (1 Corinthians 12:4-11) 
e Produces good fruit in believers (Galatians 5:16-25) 


e Seals believers with the promise of our inheritance in Christ 
(Ephesians 1:13-14) 


e Strengthens believers with power (Ephesians 3:16) 


e Can be grieved (Ephesians 4:30) 


Sanctifies believers (2 Thessalonians 2:13) 


Regenerates and renews believers (Titus 3:4-6) 


There are those who are devoid of the Spirit (Jude 1:19); however, 
believers are to be filled with the Holy Spirit, led by the Spirit and 
pray in the Spirit (Ephesians 5:18; Romans 8:14; Jude 1:20) 


e The Spirit invites those who are spiritually thirsty to come and take 
the water of life without cost (Revelation 22:17). 


Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is 
from God, so that we may know the things freely given to us by God (1 
Corinthians 2:12). 


2. Altered States of Consciousness and Trances 


In occultism and mysticism, altered states of consciousness or trancelike 
states (where realities outside of “normal” perception are experienced) are 
induced through such techniques and methods as meditation, séances, chanting, 
toning, drumming, dancing, psychedelic drugs and so forth. The ecstasy of having 
a vision of God, a sense of union with the divine, a visitation by angels, an out-of- 
body experience, a “spirit journey” through the astral plane to visit spirit entities 
and gods, the sensory experience of becoming absorbed in bliss consciousness or 


other mystical experiences are intended outcomes. 


Always Keep Your Mind on Guard 


Scripture teaches that our minds are the spiritual battleground where 
demonic activity, control and manipulation can occur. While mediums and 
channelers might say, “Let go and let the spirits take control for an astonishing 
journey of insight, answers and adventure,” the Bible warns that you will be 
deceived by evil spirits leading you in a duplicitous direction. Putting your mind 
in a passive, neutral, non-resistant mental state can open your mind and soul to 
be taken over by demonic forces. Many have testified, while in an altered state of 
consciousness, to be in contact with spirit guides and familiar spirits. 

Understandably, God tells us to keep our minds on guard and protected, 
“taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ” (2 Corinthians 10:5). 
Romans 12:2 says, “And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed 
by the renewing of your mind, so that you may prove what the will of God is, 
that which is good and acceptable and perfect.” Our minds need to be submitted 
to, and controlled by, the Lord Jesus Christ. During biblical meditation, our 
minds are filled with Scripture and are actively dwelling on God’s Word. 

Second Corinthians 4:4 informs us that “the god of this world,” referring to 
Satan, “has blinded the minds of the unbelieving so that they might not see the 
light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.” 

Therefore, if Satan, according to Revelation 13:7-8, is going to control the 
world, and, if according to the Apostle Paul in 2 Thessalonians 2:10-12, God is 
going to send a strong delusion so that those who do not love the truth will 
believe the lie, how will this happen? 

Through the mind. 

Guard your mind. “You [God] will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is 
stayed on You, because he trusts in You” (Isaiah 26:3 NKJV). 


3. Contact with Spirit Guides and Entities 


Occultism eventually leads to contact with spirit guides identifying 
themselves as angels, guardians, archangels, ascended masters, spirits of the 
deceased, aliens, gods, goddesses or even God, Jesus or Satan. These spirit 
entities are invoked to bestow wisdom, guidance and power. “Prayer” is sending 
energy out into the cosmos, “weaving a spell” they hope a deity might fulfill. 

Some occult enthusiasts receive messages from the departed in the form of 
dreams, mental images, smells, feelings or sounds. Oftentimes, such as during a 
séance while being in a trance state, a spirit will communicate through the 
medium or channeler. Some call upon their gods, goddesses and spirit guides to 


possess them. 

Scripture reveals that these spirit beings are, in reality, fallen angels or 
demons who masquerade as angels, gods, goddesses, deceased family members 
and so on. Some people claim to see, hear or feel sensations of their supposed 
loved one. Sometimes, the spirit guide will disclose information known only by 
the living person and the deceased. However, when you call on spirits through 
Ouija boards, séances or other occult means, it will not be your dear departed 
grandmother who communicates, but something deceitful and dangerous. 

People’s motives for delving into the world of the occult may be for acquiring 
the ability to manipulate energy, learning secret magic spells for protection, 
ghost hunting or connecting with the spirit world. As participants progress, 
paranormal phenomena may occur, and disembodied spirits may manifest. Early 
on, they believe they control these powers and spirit beings, but as they continue 
their occult journey, most discover they are no longer in control. What some 
people initially thought to be benevolent spirit guides begin manifesting at 
inopportune times, then become harassing and controlling so as to ultimately 
enslave them. 


Ghosts and Haunted Houses 


Some people are attracted to “haunted houses” because of the excitement and 
adrenaline rush of being frightened. Some believe any paranormal phenomena 
that occur are just negative energy or a negative spiritual presence, but the 
presence of ghosts (disembodied spirits) in a truly “haunted” house are demonic 
beings. Sometimes, the spirits propel objects at people, move furniture, turn 
lights on and off, levitate objects, make noises, cause the sound of scratching on a 
wall, emit a presence in the room, create extreme temperatures (usually cold), 
cause nauseating odors and do other phenomena to impress or intimidate. 

A carload of my teenage friends and I decided to take on a haunted house in a 
nearby city, bragging about our courage all the way. Hearing stories about older 
gang members who supposedly went through this haunted house with guns, and 
yet came out terrified, only intensified our excitement. We were brave all right, 
until we found out we were not permitted to go through the house as a group but 
had to go individually. Eerie music filled the waiting room, creating an 
atmosphere of impending danger and fear. We were each given a candle and 
matches to go through this dark mansion alone. 

As I entered the first room, there were caskets and what appeared to be dead 
bodies lying in them. At the bottom of the steps, as I was preparing to go to the 
second floor, my candle blew out. I fumbled in absolute darkness to find the 
matches to light it and cupped my hand around the candle flame to keep it from 
blowing out again. My heart was racing, but I continued through the remainder 


of the house alone. 

I later discovered this was no mere haunted house with people dressed up to 
scare you. The man who owned the house was deeply involved in the occult and 
satanism. Genuine phenomena were occurring in that place. He even offered a 
large sum of money to anyone who would stay all night there on Halloween. No 
one I knew ever accepted. 

Several years later around Halloween, a group of teens (many of whom were 
non-Christian and unchurched) were planning to go through a haunted house. So, 
at one of my Teen Life events, I took them through a haunted house and on a 
haunted hayride, and then had a discussion with them on the occult, demons, 
death, dying and eternity. They were fascinated and focused during what we then 
called a “rap session.” The haunted house and hayride, intended to scare them, 
resulted in several coming to salvation. We went on “enemy” turf to gain 
firsthand experience and had an opportunity to warn about the occult’s 
underlying dangers and reality. 


Why Do People Get into the Occult? 


hrough occult means and messages, Satan offers the same lies and tactics he 


used to deceive our ancestral parents. Back in the Garden of Eden, he assured Eve 
that, if she disobeyed God and partook of the forbidden fruit “from the tree of the 
knowledge of good and evil” (Genesis 2:17), she “surely will not die” (Genesis 
3:4). In disobedience to God, “she took some of its fruit and ate; and she also 
gave some to her husband with her, and he ate” (Genesis 3:6). In fulfillment of 
God’s warning, they both surely did die spiritually; they died immediately from a 
broken relationship with God that separated them as sinners from their holy and 
righteous Creator. And physically, their bodies, intended to live forever, began 
the gradual process of aging, degeneration and death. 

The “forbidden fruit” of occult practices, phenomena and powers are being 
enthusiastically embraced by those who disregard, deny or distort God’s Word. 
They reject most everything the Bible teaches regarding Jesus Christ and what 
God requires, while embracing virtually everything that God warns against and 
that which displeases Him. 

There are four main reasons people get into the occult. If you peel away the 
layers of occultism, you will discover one or more of the following motivations at 
its core. 


1. Power and Control 


Occultism appeals to people who desire control over themselves, others and 
nature, as well as to live however they want. Practitioners want to develop 
powers to accomplish their own purposes or to impress others. They want to tap 
into latent powers within themselves and the universe, harness the forces of 
nature and control spirit beings to do their bidding. They use rituals and magic to 
persuade the gods, provide a defense against evil spirits, influence events and 
manipulate people. They desire power to heal, help and protect themselves and 
others. Often victims of bullying, some desire power to hurt, curse and destroy. 

Since ancient times, and in many cultures throughout the world, occultists 
have believed that “good” spirits can be conjured for benevolent purposes and 


“dark” spirits for evil intents. While some practitioners use incantations and rites 
to summon seemingly virtuous spirits, others do so to invoke Satan and demons 
—usually for the purpose of diabolical magical powers. 

Like so many teenagers, Roberta faced problems in her young life that left her 
feeling helpless and bitter. She reached into the world of witchcraft to find power 
to hurt, to heal, to escape. Her story is recorded in a book entitled Escape From 
Witchcraft. 

Then, there was Teri, a young woman who went to church but thought the 
church was powerless and that Satan had more power. She became involved in 
satanism and began to serve and worship Satan. At first, she thought it was cool 
to be a satanist because supposed friendly spirit beings manifested during her 
rituals. However, within a short time, the spirit beings began to appear at 
inopportune times and would harass her and force her to do perverted things. 
Unable to handle it anymore, she contemplated suicide. She wanted to be set free 
or die. 

Teri met with me and Ellis (our research director). During prayer with her, I 
stated how the power of Christ is greater than that of Satan. Immediately, strange 
voices began to speak through her, and she manifested extraordinary strength as 
she attempted to throw Ellis through my office wall. I quickly put my hands on 
her and took authority in Christ’s name over her and any spirits controlling her. 
She quickly became subdued as the Lord brought a great victory that day. 

Do you want power? We have far greater power through Jesus Christ, so why 
settle for something inferior? Furthermore, the powers developed through occult 
practices will eventually be forfeited as you become controlled and enslaved by 
the very spirit beings which gave you the powers in the first place. 

At a health institute in California, I researched a class on conscious breathing 
that was tainted with New Age techniques and beliefs. I felt like Joseph in Egypt 
and Daniel in Babylon. I was in an occult environment and inundated with their 
belief system. Now, I would not recommend any believer to attend such a class, 
but I prayed before the class and believed the Lord wanted me to see the 
influence many Christians are falling under and submitting to, so that I could 
both warn them and assure them of the superior authority of God’s Word and 
Spirit. 

The instructor requested everyone to close their eyes and hum a tone while 
punching the air to set the mood. Through “toning,” practitioners learn to build 
up vibrations within the body as they hum and chant. The mystical connotations 
of sound, deep breathing, visualization, meditation and energy flow were 
intended by the instructor to find application in holistic health treatment. About 
twenty-five people were punching and dancing wildly while chanting tones, deep 
breathing and saying positive affirmations. Participants were also told to envision 
different colors as they visualized energy moving through their chakras (believed 
to be wheel-like energy centers of spiritual power distributed throughout the 


human body, usually considered to be seven in number). The instructor twice 
invoked the gods of all who were there and did an invocation for the masters of 
wisdom, inner guide or whatever you believe the “mystery” to be. 

The instructor asked why I would not participate. With all eyes glaring at me, 
I explained that to do so would not only violate my convictions, it would be a 
regression in my spiritual walk for me to participate in something I believed to be 
inferior and potentially harmful. 

Immediately following the session, several people came up to me and wanted 
to know why I would not participate. They listened intently for almost an hour as 
I shared my testimony of coming to know Jesus Christ and what He has done in 
my life. They graciously received copies of my books Spiritual Warfare and Victory 
in Christ and Who Is This Jesus? for further explanation. 

The Apostle Paul conveys the surpassing greatness of Christ’s power. He 
declares that Jesus Christ is “far above all rule and authority and power and 
dominion, and every name that is named, not only in this age but also in the one 
to come” (Ephesians 1:21). 


2. Knowledge of the Future and the Unknown 


Throughout history people have always been afraid of the unknown. They 
wish to foresee future events, know what lies beyond the grave, discover hidden 
knowledge and gain insight into the secret mysteries of the universe. They want 
guidance in making decisions. There are a multitude of techniques, rituals and 
practices that occult devotees pursue in an endless quest for the illusive answers 
to existence and the great beyond—all of which will lead you down a path away 
from true allegiance to the God of the Bible and toward disobedience to Him and 
His Holy Word. 

Do you want knowledge and wisdom? The revelation of Jesus Christ and 
Scripture are far superior to any wisdom you can get anywhere else. Romans 
11:33 exclaims: 


Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! 
How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways! 


Only Jesus Christ has the answers to life, death and eternity. Simon Peter 
confidently acknowledged that Jesus has the “words of eternal life” (John 6:68). 
Jesus clearly asserted, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to 
the Father but through Me” (John 14:6). 

As an old man, the Apostle John was exiled to the island of Patmos “because 
of the word of God and the testimony of Jesus” (Revelation 1:9). While there, he 
had a vision of the resurrected and glorified Christ: 


When I saw Him, I fell at His feet like a dead man. And He placed His 
right hand on me, saying, “Do not be afraid; I am the first and the last, 
and the living One; and I was dead, and behold, I am alive forevermore, 
and I have the keys of death and of Hades (Revelation 1:17-18). 


3. Peace, Wealth and Pleasure 


The promise of inner peace, attracting abundant riches or experiencing every 
pleasure imaginable, is alluring. Wearing crystals with supposedly calming 
energies or to ward off negative energies, saying mantras (a word or sound 
repeated to aid concentration in meditation), repeating affirmations of one’s 
divinity, performing rituals to attain one’s desires, connecting with one’s “inner 
universe,” harnessing the powers of the cosmos or sending healing energy over 
long distances are gaining in popularity. 

Many delving into the magic arts seek to obtain wealth by such means as 
conducting ceremonies, casting spells, using angelic names and sigils (an 
inscribed or painted symbol considered to have magical power), calling forth the 
right kind of energy, meditating and visualizing or just focusing one’s thoughts to 
bring the money you desire. However, one should seriously consider the words of 
Jesus: 


What good will it do a person if he gains the whole world, but forfeits 
his soul? Or what will a person give in exchange for his soul? (Matthew 
16:26). 


Fairy tale images of witches as hags with missing teeth and warty noses have 
given way to real-life witches portrayed as young and attractive, frequently 
scantily clad and promoting paranormal powers and promising self- 
empowerment. Since the God of the Bible and biblical moral standards have been 
rejected, most have little to no inhibitions or restrictions. Rituals are often 
performed by participants wearing garb but sometimes they are skyclad—going 
naked before the god and goddess. Sometimes, ritual acts are only performed 
symbolically, but occasionally, it becomes an “erotic skyclad frolic.” 

Many covens assume that during certain rituals, nudity is liberating and is 
encouraged as a sign they are free from inhibitions, and also that magic and 
energy move more strongly and smoothly when there is nothing to get in its way. 
According to Wikipedia, “Sex magic (sometimes spelled sex magick) is any type 
of sexual activity used in magical, ritualistic or otherwise religious and spiritual 
pursuits.” 

Before the Fall, “the man and his wife were both naked, but they were not 
ashamed” (Genesis 2:25). Many occult proponents—refusing to wait for the time 


when Christ returns to renovate the earth to its Edenic paradise and restore 
innocence to those who receive Him as Savior and Lord—attempt to wrongly 
regain that time of innocence prior to the Fall when there was no sin or shame. 
Although God covered Adam and Eve’s nakedness (Genesis 3:21), many defy 
their Creator by exposing their nudity to others during certain ceremonies and 
condone “sex magick” to symbolize the union of the god and the goddess to raise 
energy and to create magical power. 

One advocate stated, “Your body is your temple, and you are the High 
Priestess or High Priest of it. How you decorate that temple and worship in it is 
entirely up to you. So have fun!” In contrast, God’s Word says that your body is 
the temple of the Holy Spirit and “by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a 
living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of 
worship” (Romans 12:1). 

Are you seeking riches and pleasure through occultism? The blessings I have 
received physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually, and the peace and joy 
from knowing Christ far surpass any pleasure or wealth this world has to offer. 

Why did I turn from the pleasures of my past that seemed so normal before I 
knew the Lord? First, God’s Spirit revealed through His Word those activities to 
be contrary to His plan and purpose for human beings. Second, I began to 
understand and became persuaded that they bring destructive consequences— 
physically, mentally, emotionally and spiritually. Third, I am convinced the Lord 
Jesus will one day establish His eternal kingdom, and I do not want to be 
excluded from it because I denied Him while pursuing temporary sensual 
pleasures in willful disobedience and rebellion. 

As a person who had all the pleasures this world had to offer as a youth, I can 
honestly say that nothing or no one has fulfilled my life more than Jesus Christ. 
Living for Him has been an amazing adventure (filled with both blessings and 
challenges) as well as providing assurance of an eternal inheritance. Only Christ 
satisfied my constant search for meaning and purpose. The God who created and 
designed me has given me greater peace, joy and hope than all the pleasures and 
riches this world has to offer. 

As Moses rejected the riches of Egypt, I walked away from the fleeting 
pleasures of this world. Since coming to know Christ, I have never desired to 
return to my former lifestyle, but have forsaken all for what I gained in Him. We 
serve such an incredible God and Creator that I cannot even begin to imagine 
what He has in store for His faithful servants. One thing is certain, we will be 
satisfied for all eternity in a universal paradise of God’s stupendous design which 
contains His manifest presence and blessings beyond the comprehension of 
mortal minds. While Scripture does not reveal all that God has prepared and 
planned for those who accept Christ, it does reveal a reality that far exceeds what 
our finite minds could ever comprehend. 


4. To Be Like God or to Pursue an Alternate Spiritual Journey 


Satan misled Eve by promising that she would become like God (Genesis 3:5). 
God banned Adam and Eve from the Garden, so they would not partake of the 
tree of life and live in a fallen state forever (Genesis 3:22). Yet, many search for 
the secret to eternal life through occult means. Interestingly, occultists also 
continue to propagate Satan’s lie by claiming that they are divine, one with the 
universe, attaining God consciousness and so forth. Adam and Eve were beguiled 
with a false assurance that their disobedience to God was not an act of sin and 
rebellion with adverse consequences but was actually for their gain and 
betterment—just as many advocates of occult arts are led to believe that their 
psychic abilities and powers are a “gift” from God. 

There are some whose occult involvement is a direct and purposeful rejection 
and defiance of the God of the Bible. For whatever reason, in hostility toward the 
Christian God, they turn to the “dark side.” Others pursue a seemingly sincere but 
misguided, spiritual journey toward something other than the God of the Bible 
and obedience to His Word. They believe the “higher self,” also identified as the 
“inner self” or “divine self,” is a state of “higher consciousness.” Spiritual 
practices, such as meditation to stimulate the third eye chakra or chanting 
mantras and so on, are important for “inner guidance” to uncover hidden 
knowledge and the “higher power” within them and the universe. They claim 
that the more someone does this, the more they will start to notice signs, 
symbols, omens, and intuitive feelings to experience their inner world. These 
signs and symbols can appear in dreams, during meditation or during normal 
daily life. However, is this spiritual awakening of one’s “higher self” putting them 
in contact with “inner wisdom” or is it a demonic deception? 

Occultists want to control their fate and determine their destiny. They desire 
to tap into and control latent powers for their intended purposes. The Human 
Potential Movement tells us that we are the masters of our fate. Hinduism tells us 
that we are all gods. New Age spirituality tells us we are all divine. Satan offered 
Adam and Eve this lie of divinity (Genesis 3:4-5), but when you see a corpse 
lying there, it is obvious that Satan lied—unless of course you believe his 
additional lies of reincarnation or that death is merely an illusion. Even so, God’s 
Word is clear, “it is destined for people to die once, and after this comes 
judgment” (Hebrews 9:27). 

There are many theories for what happens after you die such as merely 
ceasing to exist, being absorbed into the great universal consciousness, being 
reincarnated or entering paradise. You have to put your faith and hope in 
something or someone—and if you are wrong, you risk losing eternity. When you 
die, it will not be what you want or hope, it will be as it really is, with no chance 
of altering it. The Bible is forthright that Jesus Christ alone holds “the keys of 
death and of Hades” (Revelation 1:18). He alone will determine your eternal 


destiny. 

In an attempt to become more than God created them to be—equal with God 
—Adam and Eve, and thereby all their descendants, became less than we were 
created to be. All humanity remains in a fallen state awaiting the redemption of 
our perishable bodies being transformed into glorious bodies and the earth 
restored to its original intended paradise (Romans 8:23; 1 Corinthians 15:51-53; 
Revelation 21 and 22). 

I thought I was god until I realized that Jesus Christ is truly God. I was 
deluded by a lie that would have resulted in my being eternally separated from 
my Creator. Instead of trying to be god and determine and control my life and 
destiny, I submitted to the One who created me and who sacrificed His life for 
me. He alone knows and controls the future, and to Jesus Christ alone do I 
entrust my life, my future and my eternal destiny. 


Why Settle for Anything Less? 


Scripture has a superior revelation to answer life’s most important questions, 
a superior source of authority, a superior Savior, superior wisdom, superior 
power, superior prophetic evidence, superior riches and a far better future. Why 
would I want to settle for something so inferior when I can know the Sovereign 
Lord of the Universe and have the ultimate promise and assurance of dwelling in 
the presence of the King of kings and Lord of lords for all eternity! 


Conjuration, Incantation and 
Possession 


| he land of the ancient Canaanites was permeated with occultism and idolatry. 


Habakkuk 2:18 states, “What profit is the idol [graven image] when its maker has 
carved it, or an image, a teacher of falsehood? For its maker trusts in his own 
handiwork when he fashions speechless idols.” While an idol is nothing—a mere 
object of stone, wood or metal made by human hands—the Bible indicates that 
the idol represents demons. The Apostle Paul makes known “that the things 
which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons and not to God; and I do 
not want you to become sharers in demons” (1 Corinthians 10:20). Little wonder 
God forbade the Israelites to participate in the practices of those nations. 

In Canaanite religions and various pagan and shamanistic practices, priests 
and priestesses, as well as devotees and worshipers, invoked, and often became 
possessed by, what they considered to be gods or goddesses, but what the Bible 
clearly reveals to be demonic entities. 

Today, there is a trend toward meditation and mysticism (experiencing god), 
incantation (a series of words said as a magic spell, charm or prayer), invocation 
(the summoning of a deity or the supernatural) and possession (during which a 
spirit often manifests through their body or speaks through their mouth). How 
does this tendency of conjuration, incantation, invocation and possession affect 
masses of people today? 

Wicca, witchcraft and satanism have become fashionable. Many popular 
musicians and others in the limelight are students of occultism—embracing an 
occult worldview that manifests through their music, message and persona. 
Performances have frequently included occult images, dark messages, demonic 
descriptions, references to Satan in their lyrics, satanic symbols and gestures— 
flaunted before frenzied audiences of young people and adults. Some of the rock 
stars are self-proclaimed antichrists who admit to worshiping the devil; even 
asking him to possess them. Some have made a pact with the devil, “sold their 
soul to the devil,” so to speak, in exchange for fame and fortune. 

Several musicians have indicated that an outside power takes over them 
while writing and performing. Some have actually identified this “power” as 


demonic. In an interview, one of the greatest female singers of all time said, “I 
felt something else come into me.” She believes she is taken over during 
performances by her alter ego. However, many biblical researchers are convinced 
from her descriptions and the manifestations that she becomes possessed by a 
demonic spirit. 

I often wondered why such people do not eventually come to Christ for 
deliverance, especially as they get older. While some do, there are many reasons 
most do not. The mysterious world of paranormal and supernatural phenomena is 
both enticing and enslaving. Supposedly, being guided by “intuition” and “inner 
wisdom,” some follow an uncanny path that leads to demonic influence and 
spiritistic bondage, far more powerful and controlling than they originally 
imagined. The promise of an “enchanting journey” into the world of occult leads 
many down a mesmerizing and macabre trail laden with choices and practices 
that often seal their fate. Those who pursue occult beliefs and practices often 
establish friendships and patterns in their lives that are hard to sever. Some 
receive occult-related gifts they do not want to relinquish. 

There are also those who know they are dealing with the “Prince of 
Darkness,” but either do not want to or are too fearful to renounce him. Others 
are endeared to their gods and goddesses or believe in a “universal God” who 
accepts everyone regardless of their belief or behavior. Then, there are those who 
die young before they seriously consider the “source” of their devotion and the 
implications of “eternal separation” from the true and only God as revealed in 
Scripture. Those who do come to Christ and forsake the occult often require a 
dramatic experience to get their attention so God can free them from occult 
bondage and deception. 

Jesus put it plainly when He said, “people loved the darkness rather than the 
Light; for their deeds were evil” (John 3:19). Paul tells us people purposely 
“suppress the truth in unrighteousness” (Romans 1:18). 


Oppression and Possession 


Humans have the technology to transmit sound waves or visuals across vast 
distances into the ears, eyes and minds of people. Likewise, do not think it 
difficult for demonic entities to transmit and implant words, thoughts, ideas and 
visuals into people’s brains—especially while transfixed on an occult movie, 
meditating or in an altered state of consciousness. The more people reject God 
and His Word to embrace paganism and occultism, the more the walls of His 
protection come down making people vulnerable to the enemy’s oppression and 
possible possession. 

Oppression involves the influence or torment by demons of people physically, 
mentally, emotionally and/or spiritually. Here are some scriptures indicating 


demonic influence: 1 Samuel 16:14-15; 18:10; 19:9; 2 Corinthians 2:10-11; 
11:3-4; 1 Timothy 4:1; 1 John 4:1-3; Revelation 9:1-11. 

Possession is when one or more demons take control by entering a person’s 
body and exerting continual or sporadic control of their life. (Here are some 
biblical passages: Matthew 9:32-33; 12:22; 17:18; Mark 5:1-20; 7:26-30; Luke 
4:33-36; 22:3-4; Acts 16:16-18; Revelation 16:14-16.) 


Possessed Servant Girl 


The Apostle Paul was on his way to a prayer meeting in Philippi when a 
servant girl having a spirit of divination encountered him and his friends. Her 
fortunetelling made her owners much profit. She followed Paul and his 
companions for many days and cried out repeatedly: “These men are bond- 
servants of the Most High God, who are proclaiming to you the way of salvation’ 
(Acts 16:17). 

Being greatly annoyed, Paul turned sharply and forcefully said, “I command 
you in the name of Jesus Christ to come out of her!” And the spirit came out that 
very moment (Acts 16:18). “But when her masters saw that their hope of profit 
was gone, they seized Paul and Silas and dragged them into the marketplace 
before the authorities” (Acts 16:19) where they were beaten with rods and 
thrown into prison (Acts 16:22-23). The rest of Acts 16 conveys the incredible 
victory God brought about through Paul and Silas, resulting in the jailer and his 
entire household coming to faith in Jesus Christ. 


bi 


Why the Carnage? 


It has become common place to hear of mass shootings at schools, colleges, 
concerts and other public gatherings. Our hearts and prayers go out to the 
victims. Our ministry prayer team prays for the families of those whose lives 
were cut short, as well as for the recovery of the injured and traumatized. The 
impact these senseless tragedies have on so many lives and families is 
incomprehensible. We are grateful for those who “miraculously” survive and for 
those who prove to be heroes—wounded or killed—while protecting others. 

But why these insane, cowardly acts of carnage? The answers can be elusive 
and complex, but are most revealing as to where our society is today. The 
“triggers” for acts of violence and mass killings can be anything: seeking revenge 
for being bullied or being fired from a job, experiencing the breakup of a 
relationship or some other emotional trauma, being pulled over for a traffic 
violation, deciding to kill others while taking their own life or obtaining 
notoriety. Some get a twisted pleasure from seeing others suffer or just enjoy 
killing with little or no remorse. 


Many shooters fill their minds with graphic visuals of violent crimes, 
explosions, shootings, blood-splattered victims and walls, people hunted down 
and murdered by crazed killers. Violence is portrayed in countless movies as 
every imaginable weapon and technique are used to kill, torture and mutilate. 
Scenes of terror, such as vehicles and buildings being blown apart, pools of blood 
and other scenes of horror, are proliferating. These vivid sights and sounds 
implanted in one’s mind can (and will) have adverse mental, emotional, physical 
and spiritual consequences. 

Violence in the media and the breakup of families definitely contribute to 
these dreadful acts of violence. However, another crucial consideration, often 
overlooked, is that when God is no longer revered or feared, disastrous 
consequences result from confusion and hopelessness. This is but another 
ramification of a society losing its fear and reverence for God. This abandonment 
of God and the rejection of biblical moral values has resulted in segments of 
society embracing amoralism, atheism, mysticism and occultism—opening the 
door to a dangerous dilemma: the demonic dimension. 

While my previous research into bizarre behavior gives some insight into the 
twisted psyche, there is a realm not frequently considered. In some cases, the 
only reasonable explanation is found in the demonic dimension—and all the 
more as our society drifts further and further from faith in and commitment to 
Jesus Christ. 

I am convinced that some mass shooters and others who commit heinous acts 
of violence and mutilations are possessed (or at least strongly influenced) by 
demonic entities. After the tragic and nonsensical murders, if the perpetrator has 
not already been killed, the evil spirit motivates them to take their own life (as in 
the case of Judas who betrayed Christ) or it departs from them. Thus, leaving 
them frightened and confused, wondering how they could have performed such 
an atrocity! Many who were apprehended after committing violent murders have 
confessed that they heard a voice telling them to do it, and some said they felt 
controlled by an evil force. Occasionally, the spirit remains, and the person is 
remorseless, defiant and hostile. 

In addition to several accounts of demonic oppression and possession, the 
Bible identifies two people who were possessed by Satan himself: Judas and the 
future Antichrist. In hindsight concerning Judas, we see that he had some 
“issues” which made him vulnerable to be a tool of Satan in betraying Christ to 
those who wanted to Him dead. Nothing, not even his greed, was enough to alert 
the disciples of the dastardly deed Judas had conceived in his heart. The disciples 
thought he was a “nice guy” (as neighbors said about many of the mass shooters) 
until he actually betrayed Jesus. 

Satan, taking advantage of the “opportunity,” entered Judas, who then 
carried out the religious leaders’ scheme to betray Jesus. Once Satan was done 
using Judas to betray Christ, he departed from him—leaving Judas so distraught 


that he hung himself. 

From foresight provided by prophetic scripture, we discover that the 
Antichrist (coming to power through false promises of peace and prosperity) will 
unleash the greatest bloodbath in human history! Scripture foretells a level of 
violence and demonic activity in the end times never seen before in the history of 
the world. 

The only way to prevent senseless tragedies, such as the murders and mass 
shootings across this nation, is by either preventing them before they happen 
(which is often a near impossibility) or for the potential perpetrator of the crime 
to be truly transformed by the love and forgiveness that comes through a restored 
relationship with our Creator through Jesus Christ. Having a life with meaning, 
purpose and hope (in spite of one’s circumstances) is the best deterrent to ruining 
so many lives with senseless violence—including their own life and the lives of 
their own family. 

Coming to know Jesus Christ by receiving His offer of salvation (conveyed 
through the pages of the New Testament) is the only hope for a darkened soul in 
need of the Light. Those who truly receive Jesus and His message of love will not 
orchestrate acts of cruelty and senseless violence. Those transformed by the 
power of God’s Spirit will be the solution to society’s problems and not the 
perpetrator of them. 


Ambushed by Prisoner 


A book I wrote entitled Self Defense from a Biblical Perspective details an 
encounter I had late one night with a former prisoner, who was under the 
influence of hard liquor and drugs. The menacing eyes staring at me did not 
appear to be human, but were those of a man possessed. Only God could have 
spared my life that fateful night. 

Several weeks later, I called this former prisoner on the phone and said I 
wanted to meet with him. I went to his house in the daytime. What a transition 
in character from the darkness of night to the daylight. As we sat on his front 
porch, he was as nice and friendly as he could possibly be. He said he could not 
remember the incident or the phone calls. I reminded him what happened and 
said, “No more phone calls like this.” He was very apologetic and assured me 
there would be no more such calls. I talked to him again about the definition of 
true strength, self-control and that he needed to get his life back with the Lord 
who loved him and had a purpose for his life. He agreed. Thereafter, he made 
definite steps to do so. He died several years later at age 56. At the funeral home, 
I asked family members about his faith toward the end of his life. It was 
reassuring to learn that he had renewed his commitment to Christ. 


Roy and Willie 


I interviewed a fifth-degree black belt in Poekoelan (an Indonesian style of 
the martial arts). His father was a ninth-degree, one of the highest-ranking 
martial artists in the country at that time. Roy told me that, one night, his father 
came to his house and “flipped out.” He attacked him with a samurai sword. He 
said he would not have fought back, but his family was sleeping upstairs, and he 
was afraid his father would kill them, too. He and his father fought for almost an 
hour. He had some 40 cuts on his body and half his throat ripped open. Finally, 
he killed his father with a pair of nunchucks. The son was tried for murder, but 
released on the basis of self-defense. 

Investigations revealed that his father had voodoo dolls with pins stuck in 
them. He had a black candle which he used when meditating, and he was 
involved in other occult practices. The son told me there is no possible 
explanation for what his father did except that he was what the Bible calls 
“demon possessed.” Another power had taken control of him. 


Demon Spirits Torment 


Millan, an author, lecturer and nutritionist in San Diego, deals with many 
people involved in New Age spirituality and Eastern mysticism. She writes: 


Dear Bill, 


I have placed the following ad in a New Age, metaphysical magazine to 
lead those who are struggling with demonic torment or attack to the 
saving knowledge of Jesus and the power of His Holy Spirit. The ad 
stated: “Being Bothered, Attacked, Disturbed or Tormented by Spirits? 
Call for confidential help and freedom...” 


Millan continues: 


Many called who through their meditation and other trance-induced 
states, contacted what they believed were merely benevolent spirit 
guides, opening themselves up to malevolent spirits. Demon spirits 
torment and attack many of these people. They keep this to themselves 
most of the time because they are not sure what others may think about 
them. They have no idea that these are demon spirits as mentioned in 
the Bible. 


My forty years in the alternative health field has led me to the 
conclusion that many people who meditate, practice yoga or engage in 


various forms of New Age spirituality open themselves up to tormenting 
spirits by inviting “spirit guides” into their lives. At first these spirits 
seem helpful and necessary for one to experience a new level of 
spirituality. As they continue to encounter and enhance these spirits, 
they discover another side as these spirits become dangerous, ugly and 
threatening. 


That individual then is perplexed and sometimes becomes suicidal. Only 
God’s Holy Spirit and His power can bring victory in defeating these 
spirits that play havoc on one’s life. 


Our precious Lord has already enabled me to lead nineteen individuals 
to the saving knowledge of Him through this ad, and with continued 
prayer, hopefully many more who need Jesus Christ and His precious 
love. 


I give them or mail them a Bible, an outline of instructions in their new 
life and oftentimes one of your books. God bless you and keep you for 
His own. 


End in Tragedy 


Satan seeks to deceive us with superficial power and fleeting pleasures that 
are far inferior to the power and fulfillment offered through Jesus Christ. Satan is 
like a con artist who lures people by promising knowledge, pleasure, riches and 
power. Once he gets what he wants, he often discards like garbage the ones he 
used or destroys those he is finished with. 

Case histories of people immersed in occultism will reveal that their lives 
were often marked with confusion, despair, depression, fear, mental and 
emotional torment, abuse of alcohol, addiction to drugs and perverted behavior. 
Their lives often ended in paranoia, poverty and obscurity, with an unrelenting 
hostility towards Jesus Christ and a mockery of God’s Word. Some were killed in 
tragic car wrecks or freak accidents, some died as a recluse or committed suicide. 

Yet, some responded to God’s offer of salvation and found deliverance, hope 
and new life in Jesus Christ! 


Never too Late 


As long as there is breath in your body and you have the will and desire to do 
so, you can ask Jesus Christ to forgive you and set you free from occult 
oppression and bondage. 


Instead of being deluded and dominated by demonic philosophies, practices 
and phenomena or being possessed by diabolical entities, receive Jesus Christ as 
Savior and Lord, walk in the light and truth of God’s Word and be filled with the 
Holy Spirit. 


Can a Christian Be Possessed? 


|; you mess in Satan’s territory, he will get you in some capacity of your life. I 


am convinced, however, that true believers in Christ, seeking to live totally for 
the Lord, cannot be demon possessed. Jesus said, “If anyone loves Me, he will 
keep My word; and My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make 
Our abode with him” (John 14:23). The Apostle Paul informs believers that our 
“body is a temple of the Holy Spirit” (1 Corinthians 6:19). The Apostle John tells 
us that “greater is He [Christ] who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 
4:4). 


Rooted in God’s Word 
Dr. BJ Rudge shares the following: 


There is a teaching held by some that Christians can be possessed by 
demons and need to be delivered. However, nowhere in Scripture does 
it teach that a true believer in Jesus Christ can be possessed by a 
demon. There are no accounts in the Gospels or in the book of Acts of 
true believers being possessed by demons. 


Jesus said that a kingdom divided against itself cannot stand. Although 
He was making this comment in light of the Pharisees’ accusations that 
He was casting out demons by the power of Beelzebub (Satan), it does 
make us aware there is a spiritual kingdom of light and a spiritual 
kingdom of darkness. 


You are either in the kingdom of darkness or in the kingdom of light. If 
you are in the kingdom of darkness, you are vulnerable to demon 
possession. However, if you are in the kingdom of light, you have the 
Holy Spirit abiding in you (John 14:17). When you accept Jesus Christ 
as your Lord and Savior, the Holy Spirit takes up residence in you: 


“Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who 
is in you, whom you have from God and that you are not your own? For 
you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body” 
(1 Corinthians 6:19-20). 


As God has said: “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; 
AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE” 
(2 Corinthians 6:16). 


In Luke 11:24-26 (see also Matthew 12:43-45), Jesus talks about a 
person who, after being delivered from a demon, makes only moral 
changes instead of submitting his life to Jesus Christ. The evil spirit 
found the house empty because reform without repentance and 
regeneration is ineffective. Merely professing faith in Christ is not the 
same as possessing salvation in Jesus Christ and being indwelt by His 
Spirit. 


While believers cannot be possessed by demons, we can experience 
oppression (an external influence or harassment by demonic forces). 
Peter (Matthew 16:22-23) and Ananias (Acts 5:3) are examples of how 
demons (Satan) influenced their decisions. 


Scripture clearly indicates that believers in Jesus Christ are in a spiritual 
battle (Ephesians 6:12; 2 Corinthians 10:3-4). The Apostle Paul’s life is 
an example of this spiritual battle (1 Thessalonians 2:18). The Apostle 
Peter describes Satan as “a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour” (1 
Peter 5:8). In the flesh, we have no power to resist him, but when we 
walk in the Spirit (Romans 8:9; Galatians 5:16-18), we represent Jesus 
Christ, who has all authority in heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). 


Satan does have limited authority in this world (Matthew 4:8-9; John 
12:31; 14:30; 16:11; 2 Corinthians 4:4; 1 John 5:19), and with his 
demonic hosts, he attempts to hinder people from coming to know Jesus 
Christ. But never forget that as a child of God, you have the victory: 


“You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because 
greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 


“Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you” 
(James 4:7). 


“For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor angels, nor 
principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor 
height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able to separate 
us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord” (Romans 
8:38-39). 


“For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the 
victory that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is the one who 
overcomes the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God?” 
(1 John 5:4-5). 


How do we wage war in this spiritual battle? First, make sure you are a 
true believer who is trusting in Christ alone to save you. Second, 
evaluate your life and turn away from anything that compromises you 
and turn towards obedience to Jesus Christ. Avoid occult games, movies 
and practices (fortunetelling, astrology, séances, tarot cards...) that are 
channels to demonic spirits. The Bible strictly forbids such types of 
activities (Exodus 22:18; Leviticus 19:26, 31; 20:6, 27; Deuteronomy 
18:9-14; Isaiah 8:19-20; 1 Corinthians 10:20-21). Third, follow the 
advice of Paul to put on the full armor of God (Ephesians 6:11). 


Continuing on in Ephesians chapter 6, we discover what makes up the 
armor of God. Notice that we have only one offensive weapon—the 
sword of the Spirit which is the Word of God (Ephesians 6:17). 
Therefore, we must stay rooted in God’s Word while walking in the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 


Notes from Vine’s Complete Expository Dictionary 


Daimon, “a demon,” signified, among pagan Greeks, an inferior deity, 
whether good or bad. In the New Testament, it denotes “an evil spirit.” It is from 
a root da -, meaning “to know,” and hence means “a knowing one.” 

Daimonion, “demons,” are the spiritual agents acting in all idolatry. The idol 
itself is nothing, but every idol has a “demon” associated with it who induces 
idolatry with its worship and sacrifices (1 Corinthians 10:20-21; Revelation 9:20; 
Deuteronomy 32:17). They disseminate errors among men and seek to seduce 
believers (1 Timothy 4:1). As seducing spirits, they deceive men into the 
supposition that, through mediums (those who have “familiar spirits,” Leviticus 
20:6, 27), they can converse with deceased human beings. Hence, the destructive 
deception of spiritism, forbidden in Scripture (Leviticus 19:31; Deuteronomy 
18:11-12; Isaiah 8:19). 


“Demons” tremble before God (James 2:19); they recognize Christ as Lord 
and as their future Judge (Matthew 8:29; Luke 4:41). Christ cast them out of 
human beings by His own power. His disciples did so in His name and by 
exercising faith (Matthew 17:20). Acting under Satan (Revelation 16:13-14), 
“demons” are permitted to afflict bodily disease (Luke 13:16). They differ in 
degrees of wickedness (Matthew 12:45). They will instigate the rulers of the 
nations at the end of this age to make war against God and His Christ (Revelation 
16:14). 

Daimonizomai means “to be possessed of a demon, to act under the control of 
a demon.” Those who were thus afflicted expressed the mind and consciousness 
of the “demon” or “demons” indwelling them (Luke 8:28). (See also Matthew. 
4:24; 8:16, 28, 33; 9:32; 12:22; 15:22; Mark 1:32; 5:15-16, 18; Luke 8:36.) 


A Scheming Enemy 


Biblical researcher, Jim Weikal, writes the following: 


As the world free-falls into increasing chaos due to the spread of 
wickedness and as people’s love of Jesus grows cold due to this chaos, 
many individuals are turning to the occult for counsel and direction. But 
these sources of guidance will be of no use to them. Isaiah rebuked the 
Israelites of his day: “You are wearied with your many counsels; let now 
the astrologers, those who prophesy by the stars, those who predict by 
the new moons, stand up and save you from what will come upon you” 
(Isaiah 47:13). 


As the prophet pointed out, the counseling of astrologers who find their 
wisdom in the arrangement of the astral bodies and the timing of new 
moons will not calm the stressed heart, fearful of the future. Only God 
and His Word provide comfort and direction in this perverse generation. 


Jesus pulled no punches when He described this schemer, the devil, as a 
murderer who is devoid of truth and, not only a liar, but “the father of 
lies” (John 8:44). A failure to heed Jesus’ warning results in eternal 
destruction. Jesus came “to destroy the works of the devil” (1 John 3:8) 
which He accomplished at the cross and will culminate when the 
deceiving devil is cast into the lake of fire (Revelation 20:10). So flee 
from Satan’s diabolical and seductive schemes. 


Images in the Mind 


E eyon has terrifying dreams and frightening thoughts—even King 


Nebuchadnezzar said, “I saw a dream and it made me fearful; and these fantasies 
as I lay on my bed and the visions in my mind kept alarming me” (Daniel 4:5). 
Living in the digital age exposes today’s generation to many undesirable images 
in our minds from an endless stream of visuals. Feeling lonely or alienated from 
family and friends, needing to escape the drama of social media, being 
overwhelmed with the pressures of life—all these lead multitudes of people daily 
into a cyber-world of movies, games and virtual reality. 


Gruesome Violence 


Many people from their youth spend a lifetime filling their minds with 
frightening and disturbing images: graphic visuals of violent crimes, explosions, 
shootings, beatings, blood-splattered people and walls, people being hunted 
down, tormented, tortured, maimed, raped and murdered by crazed killers, wild 
beasts, monsters, vampires, werewolves, flesh-eating zombies, alien space 
creatures and demonic-like beings, to list only a few. 

Every imaginable weapon and technique are used to inflict pain, kill and 
mutilate. Scenes of terror such as vehicles and buildings being blown apart, 
horrific car crashes, pools of blood, people dangling over cliffs, trapped in tunnels 
or graves or submerged under water are proliferate. 

Added to the amazing special effects of blood and gore are terrifying sounds 
and intense music. These vivid sights and sounds implanted in our minds can 
(and will later, if not immediately) adversely affect our physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual health. 


The Fear Factor 


Young people and adults love to be scared, especially if they think they are 
safe. Viewing scary movies can be a badge of courage, so to speak. The scenes 
and sounds provide a kind of euphoric adrenaline rush from controlled terror in 


the security of being surrounded by friends in a movie theater or at home. But 
what tantalizes the emotions in secure environments can result in traumatic 
flashbacks, memories and nightmares when companionless or in vulnerable 
circumstances. 

Many youths and adults have told me of frightening images, terrifying 
apparitions, ghastly sounds, oppressive thoughts, unseen presences in their 
rooms, hideous materializations, paralyzing sensations of being touched and 
premonitions of doom while alone in their bedrooms at night. 

Young children recount being scared in the dark after watching a terrifying 
movie, a barrage of eerie visuals and words seared into their impressionable 
minds. Is it any wonder they are troubled by fear and nightmares? 

Some youths and adults have lain in bed in the “twilight zone” state between 
sleep and full consciousness or have been awakened from a dream with their 
hearts beating rapidly because of images in their minds, voices or sounds in their 
heads or from the sensation of being touched by a person or entity in their 
rooms. Random involuntary images and words can invade the mind and disturb 
sleep, like unwelcome intruders in one’s house. 

A diet of violent entertainment can have similar effects to the post-traumatic 
stress disorder (PTSD) of soldiers returning from war zones or persons having 
experienced a traumatic event. Even though most adults and teens claim to be 
able to handle the images, sounds and emotions resulting from movies, many are 
experiencing prolonged negative stress, bouts of chronic anxiety, panic attacks, 
depression, confusion and nervousness. 


Parents Beware! 


In addition to the violence, there are other unfavorable elements to media 
exposure. Consider the effect of occultism, sorcery, mysticism; scantily clad or 
naked people; sexual encounters; lies and deceit; crude, obscene, and profane 
language—all portrayed in a positive way, and you get a glimpse of today’s 
mental diet through the media. 

The tolerance and acceptance of this is reflective of how far we have drifted 
as a nation and the lukewarmness of many Christians. God’s commands against 
sorcery, vulgarity, taking His name in vain and licentiousness are completely 
ignored. No wonder so many young people are disrespectful, desensitized to 
violence, influenced by atheism, interested in the occult and are sexually active. 
Many parents helped nurture this by neglecting Bible study in their homes and by 
not placing responsible restrictions on their children. 

Parents who purposely, or unknowingly, permit their young children and 
teens to be tainted and seduced by unrestricted media will one day reap the 
undesired harvest of rebellion and heartbreak—not to mention the potential 


victimization by predators that everyone faces today. 

I know it is a real struggle for parents, but you must rise to the challenge of 
providing wholesome entertainment and recreation for your children. Joy Lucius 
writes about the difficulty of doing so back in the January 2012 issue of the 
afaJournal: 


[S]earch for a book or magazine without profanity, vulgarity, explicit 
sexuality, new-age propaganda or demonic influences. Decent choices 
are limited—almost non-existent. The same scenario often plays out 
when parents shop with children for movies, games, music and toys. 
The retail world is a culture war zone, constantly attacking the minds 
and souls of our youngest, most vulnerable citizens. The same culture 
war constantly rages on the screens of American television as well. Surf 
the channels for a family-friendly show to watch with young girls or 
teens. Violence, nudity, promiscuity in its wildest form and every 
deviant lifestyle conceivable can be viewed on almost any given night 
on most mainstream media channels. 


A good friend, Joey Commisso, professional musician, healthy lifestyle coach 
and committed Christian, stated: 


Lucifer, before the fall, was a being of great beauty, perfection and 
wisdom (Ezekiel 28:12). It would seem Lucifer provided beauty and 
music for our Father in Heaven (Ezekiel 28:13). It makes perfect sense 
now that he uses rock ‘n’ roll and pornography to trick and deceive us 
from God’s Divine Truth. He took the gifts that God bestowed upon him 
in Heaven and now uses them for evil on earth. I seek daily to use my 
talents to worship, praise and serve the One True God, YHWH. 


“Be careful little eyes ...” 


God gave you beautiful children with talents and abilities to be used for His 
glory. When they are repeatedly exposed to philosophies and worldviews that are 
contrary to His, it becomes increasingly confusing for them. The only way to 
resolve the dilemma is for their minds and hearts to be molded by God’s Word, so 
biblical truth and principles are the foundation of their lives. Then, they will be 
able to discern truth from error and not be deceived by distorted, perverted or 
counterfeit beliefs. 

Melissa Henson states in an article titled “Be careful little eyes what you see” 
(afaJournal, September 2021): 


We know that what kids see influences behavior, and there are decades 
of research to support this. Kids exposed to more violent content tend to 
become more violent. Kids exposed to more sexual content become 
sexually active at a younger age and have more sexual partners over 
their lifetime. The advertising industry is premised on the idea that 
seeing an ad can influence consumer behavior. 


Alarming Trends in Movies 


Reviews of contemporary movies reveal that many are laced with vulgar, 
obscene and sexually explicit language, sensationalized occultism, sorcery, 
demonic entities and satanic powers. They display a plethora of suggestive and 
seductive sexual behaviors and pornographic images that mock, pervert and 
profane sacred things and seek to attract viewers with unceasing violence. All of 
these are descriptive of the end-times generation, many of whom, according to 
Scripture, will refuse to repent of their evil. 

When I spoke in Trinidad in 1989, the people in the villages were 
uninfluenced by the secular media. But when I returned 12 years later, things had 
changed drastically. I went to a large shopping mall and was amazed to see 
hundreds of young people with body piercings and tattoos—dressed like 
prostitutes and gang members. I asked my host, “Was this here before? Did I miss 
it?” I was told it only came in the last five years because now they have cable TV. 
America’s movies and music completely changed a whole generation of youth in 
Trinidad in a short span of time. 

Speaking to young people and adults a few years ago at Manhattan Beach 
(near Los Angeles), I told them that there is little else in Hollywood except death, 
destruction and a dead end. Romans 1:28-32 gives an amazingly accurate 
overview of what is often being spewed out of Hollywood: 


And just as they did not see fit to acknowledge God any longer, God 
gave them over to a depraved mind, to do those things which are not 
proper, being filled with all unrighteousness, wickedness, greed, evil; 
full of envy, murder, strife, deceit, malice; they are gossips, slanderers, 
haters of God, insolent, arrogant, boastful, inventors of evil, disobedient 
to parents, without understanding, untrustworthy, unloving, 
unmerciful...they not only do the same, but also give hearty approval to 
those who practice them. 


The day approaches when God’s tolerance of the wickedness corrupting this 
earth will finally cease. God will intervene in the world scene to judge sin and 
rebellion by bringing people to their knees—either in repentance or judgment. He 


is calling to His people: 


Come out of her [spiritual Babylon which represents rebellion, 
immorality, sorcery, and false religion], My people, so that you will not 
participate in her sins and receive of her plagues (Revelation 18:4). 


Your Soul Is the Prize 


Eons ago, Satan rebelled against the Creator. In his rebellion, your eternal 
soul is the prize he seeks. His goal is to distance you from a pure, holy and 
intimate relationship with the One who paid the price to redeem you. Choices 
made concerning your mental diet play a crucial part in determining who you are 
and what your destiny will be. So, choose wisely! Your attitude, beliefs, 
worldview and lifestyle are undeniably influenced by the clear or underlying 
philosophies conveyed in the movies, television programs and commercials you 
watch, the music you listen to, the video games you play and the Internet sites 
you visit. 

Let me ask you a few questions: 

If you are a believer in Jesus Christ, why would you want to be entertained 
by words, images and behavior that dishonor Him and are inspired by an enemy 
who opposes God and seeks to destroy His followers? 

Why participate in that which reflects a philosophy contrary to virtually 
everything God designed and desires for His creation? 

Why allow movies and programs in your home which plant wrong images in 
your mind, lust in your heart and lead to compromise and harmful consequences? 

Why degenerate into corrupt cultural morals when you can live victoriously 
by biblical standards through the indwelling power of the Holy Spirit? 

It would be wise for you and your children to adhere to the inspired words of 
the Apostle Paul: 


Whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is 
pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any 
excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things 
(Philippians 4:8). 


Replace the negative, fearful and immoral images in the media today by 
rejecting corrupt movies, disconnecting from unprofitable social media and 
limiting Internet usage. It is okay to be informed by the news but not consumed 
by it, that is a waste of time and energy that may lead to unnecessary anxiety. 
Fill your life with positive alternatives and renew your mind by studying the 
unsurpassed wisdom and wonder of God’s Word. The following promise awaits: 


You will keep him in perfect peace, whose mind is stayed [steadfast] on 
You, because he trusts in You (Isaiah 26:3 NKJV). 


The person whose mind is “stayed” on the Internet, social media, movies, the 
news, television programs, talk radio or video games will be frequently stressed 
and depressed. The person whose mind is stayed on the Lord will have inner 
peace—even in the midst of difficult circumstances. 


The Schemes of Satan 
BJ Rudge, Ph.D., shares the following insight: 


Several years ago, a survey revealed that over half of those who 
watched the Super Bowl did so for the commercials. Advertisers are 
aware of this and are willing to pay millions of dollars for a 30-second 
spot. The persuasive power behind these commercials is in the images 
they portray for the manipulation of your mind into thinking you need 
their products. 


Does this scheme sound familiar? It should because Satan used this 
technique in the Garden to seduce Eve. Once he got her to question 
what God said (“Has God really said...?”—-Genesis 3:1) she was 
vulnerable to Satan’s lies. She saw the tree was pleasant to the eyes and 
desirable to make one wise, so she gave in to her fleshly desires and ate 
of its fruit and gave some to her husband (Genesis 3:6). 


Just like Adam and Eve, many people today fall prey to Satan’s 
deceptive ways. They allow their minds to be flooded with images that 
question whether God really knows what is best for them. If you want to 
avoid being another victim of Satan’s schemes, heed the advice of the 
Apostle Paul to “not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by 
the renewing of your mind” (Romans 12:2). 


How do you renew your mind? By studying, reflecting and applying 
God’s Word. When you do this, you can stand victorious before the 
schemes of Satan because you know exactly what God has indeed said. 


Dealing with Fear 


Dr. BJ Rudge continues: 


While some people enjoy the adrenaline rush from being frightened, for 
others the ongoing daily battle with fear has kept them paralyzed in 
bondage. 


While occasional fear is something all of us will experience, the question 
is “how do we prevent this emotion from controlling our lives?” 
Certainly, our mindset is important because what we perceive in our 
lives through the lens of fear dramatically impacts how we will deal 
with reality. Also, realizing the strength and support we can gain from 
others is vital in helping us overcome our fear. 


The real key in dealing with fear is knowing the LORD our God Who is 
greater than anything or anyone we will ever face. Joshua was 
reminded of this as he prepared to take the children of Israel into the 
Promised Land: “Be strong and courageous! Do not be terrified nor 
dismayed, for the LORD your God is with you wherever you go” (Joshua 
1:9). 


The next time you feel the emotion of fear holding you back, remember 
the words the Apostle Paul gave to Timothy: “God has not given us a 
spirit of timidity [fear, cowardice], but of power and love and discipline 
[sound judgment]” (2 Timothy 1:7). 


End the Fright 


There were many frightful images of death and demons that permeated my 
youthful mind and prompted me to write the following poem as a believer in 
Christ: 


End the Fright 
Filling your mind with bad things, 
dark intruders to your life it brings. 
Terrors in the darkness, fears in your dreams, 
cold sweats at night, rooms filled with screams. 
But coming to know Jesus, walking in the light, 
gives you His peace and ends all the fright. 
Serve the Lord daily, with all of your might; 
the enemy will know soon he’s lost the fight. 


Don't Be Afraid 


When my wife and I are in potentially dangerous situations, such as walking 
down a dimly lit street or walking in a remote area during a mission trip, I tell 
her, “Don’t be afraid. Just stay close to me. I will protect you.” 

So too, the Lord tells us, “Don’t be afraid. Stay close to Me, and I will protect 
you and be your Helper.” 

Hebrews 13:6 assures us: “THE LORD IS MY HELPER, I WILL NOT BE AFRAID.” 

Isaiah 41:10 promises: “Do not fear, for I am with you; do not be afraid, for I 
am your God. I will strengthen you, I will also help you, I will also uphold you 
with My righteous right hand.” 


Make Your Home an Oasis 


Your home should not be laced with land mines—unexpected and shocking 
images that pop up or scenes which undermine your biblical convictions. Instead, 
your home should be an oasis and safe haven. 

You must evaluate your sources of entertainment and remove whatever is not 
profitable or dishonors the Lord. If you do not, seeds will be planted in your 
children’s hearts that can grow and lead them down a path you do not want them 
to go. 

Caution and discernment concerning all forms of media—even “Christian” 
movies—is vital. We are living in a day and age when it is imperative to evaluate 
the content and message of every program or movie before allowing them in your 
home. Remaining faithful to the Lord and His Word must be your preeminent 
goal. 


Christian Movies 


Many Christian movies are inspiring and insightful. They can be beneficial 
tools to reach the lost or teach young people and adults biblical truths and 
principles. However, some have inappropriate content or take excessive liberties 
to enhance the story or distort scriptural accounts, often mixing truth with error 
while completely twisting the biblical narrative. Likewise, be sure to pull back 
the curtain and look behind the scenes to examine the beliefs and lifestyles of 
those producing “Christian” movies. 

Dr. BJ Rudge writes: 


When I was younger, one movie I enjoyed watching was The Ten 
Commandments. It was amazing to watch the scenes with the plagues 
and the parting of the Red Sea. As I got older and began to study the 
Bible more in depth, I was surprised to realize that much of my view of 
the Israelites’ journey out of Egypt was shaped more by this movie than 


by God’s Word. As a result, this became a good lesson for me to 
remember that, while I can appreciate watching a movie about the 
Bible, I still have to go back and get a proper understanding of it from 
Scripture. Therefore, whether we are watching a movie or hearing 
someone preach, we need to filter everything we hear and see through 
the pages of Scripture. We must be like the Bereans who received the 
Word with great eagerness but examined the Scriptures daily to see if 
the things Paul said were true (Acts 17:11). Our beliefs must be built 
upon the absolute authority of God’s Word. 


Garbage in Your Mind 


Best-selling author Barbara Johnson gives the following anecdote in her book, 
Fresh Elastic for Stretched Out Moms: 


One day, as a mother was scraping and peeling vegetables for a salad, 
her daughter came in to ask permission to go to a questionable activity. 
On the defensive, the daughter admitted it was sensually stimulating, 
but the other girls were all going, and she wanted to go, since it 
wouldn’t actually hurt her anyway, she argued. 


As the girl talked, the mother quietly began to pick up handfuls of 
discarded vegetable scraps, mixing them in with the salad. When the 
daughter realized what she was doing, she cried out, “Mother! You are 
putting garbage in the salad!” 


“Yes,” her mother replied. “I know, but I thought if you don’t mind 
putting garbage in your mind and heart, you certainly would not mind a 
little in your stomach!” 


Thoughtfully, the girl removed the garbage from the salad, and with a 
brief “thank you” to her mother, she went out to tell her friends she 
would not be going with them. 


Have at Us 


| had an opportunity to do a ride-along with my son-in-law of the California 
Highway Patrol. The sergeant who was briefing the officers introduced me. He 
informed them that I signed a form releasing the state of California from any 
responsibility or liability, and therefore, they could “have at me” and shoot me or 
whatever since I had no rights. Although he was only joking, the sad reality is 
that, when through disobedience and rebellion we step outside of God’s will and 
protection, Satan can “have at us.” 

Suppose you want to beat up another person, but that person is protected by 
someone who is stronger than you. In order to get them, you would have to lure 
them away from their bodyguard. Then, you can do whatever you want to them. 
So too, Satan cannot get past our protection (God’s Spirit and the angelic realm) 
to do what he would like to do to us. His alternative strategy is to lure us away 
from the Lord’s protection through enticing us into occult activity, defiantly 
rebellious behavior or immorality. Once God’s protection is removed, Satan can 
“have at us.” 


Moabites Seduce Israel 


When Moses was leading the Israelites out of Egyptian bondage, Balak, king 
of Moab, wanted Balaam to curse Israel. However, God would not allow this. So, 
what did Balaam tell Balak to do? He told him to seduce Israel into sexual 
immorality and idolatry so the hand of the Lord would be against them (Numbers 
31:16). As a result, the Moabites turned many Israelites away from the Lord by 
enticing them into spiritual harlotry through the sensual worship of their gods. 

One of the features and attractions of early paganism was having sexual 
orgies around the idols they worshiped. Numbers 25:1-3 gives such an account: 


While Israel remained at Shittim, the people began to play the harlot 
with the daughters of Moab. For they invited the people to the sacrifices 
of their gods, and the people ate and bowed down to their gods. So 
Israel joined themselves to Baal of Peor, and the Lord was angry against 
Israel. 


Enticed by the Moabite women, the Israelite men participated in the sexual 
rites of Baal worship, bowed down and offered sacrifice to their gods. Soon, 
God’s judgment was meted out for Israel’s disobedience and rebellion. 

An old American Indian torture technique I heard about went something like 
this: The Indians would put a stake through the belly of a rattlesnake, then tie a 
moistened thong (a narrow strip of leather or other material) around the stake 
and stretched it as far as it would go. They tied the hands of their victim to the 
other end of the narrow strip of leather, safely beyond the reach of the 
rattlesnake. But as the hot sun dried up the moisture in the leather, it began to 
shrink and pull the victim toward the snake. The rattlesnake always got its victim 
because the person always ended up in the snake’s territory. Likewise, if you 
mess in Satan’s territory (just as the Israelite men did), he will get you in some 
capacity of your life. 


Defended Castle 


Human beings are like defended castles with a wall of protection that shelters 
us from the demonic realm. However, dabbling in the occult is like letting the 
drawbridge down and opening the door of our lives and homes to the demonic 
dimension, making us vulnerable to spiritistic oppression. Engaging in perverse 
and wicked behavior can also open the door of our lives to oppression. Addiction 
to pornography or abuse of mind-altering drugs is another open door to 
oppression. Those who willingly violate, disregard or defy God’s mandates and 
clear biblical truth step outside of God’s protection, thereby, putting themselves 
in a perilous position. 

Just as a home invader would probe around your house looking for an 
accessible entry point, Satan will probe your life seeking to get a foothold. Do not 
give place to the devil “and do not give the devil an opportunity” (Ephesians 
4:27). 

Linda’s sisters and mother testified that she was of sound mind and very 
confident until she went with some friends to see the movie The Exorcist. She was 
riveted to her seat and unable to move. Her older sister said to me, “That movie 
messed her up bad and our family went through two months of hell with her.” 
Linda was too frightened to leave the house and so terrified at night that she 
refused to turn off the lights. Her mother and sisters continued to pray for her, 
refusing to let the enemy have her. Linda’s emotional and spiritual affliction from 
watching that movie resulted in her coming to Christ. She became convinced 
through this experience that Satan and evil existed. She then theorized that, since 
Satan was real as the Bible said, God must also exist, so she surrendered her life 
to Jesus Christ. A few years later, she served as an excellent volunteer with our 
Teen Life and Kids Life ministries. 


A teenager from a nearby high school got involved in Satan worship. He was 
a self-styled satanist who would light a black candle and worship Satan in his 
room. During one of his ceremonies, he cut his arm, wrote with his blood on a 
piece of paper that he would serve Satan all his life and asked Satan to possess 
him. He ended up in the mental unit. 

In the early days of my ministry, a youth pastor thought I was too critical in 
my exposé of occult movies, cartoons and fantasy role-play games such as 
Dungeons and Dragons. He felt they were innocent and no more dangerous than 
children’s fairy tales such as Snow White. I explained how the newer cartoons 
and movies were much more steeped in real occult practices and often portrayed 
realistic witchcraft rituals and the casting of spells. Furthermore, I warned him 
that many youths try to act out and experience in real life the powers and 
lifestyle they viewed in cartoons and movies or enjoyed while playing fantasy 
role-playing games. 

He did not agree with me until several months later when he called from his 
church in Philadelphia to inform me that one of the teenagers in his youth group, 
who frequently played Dungeons and Dragons, committed suicide. Now, this youth 
leader was asking for information to warn the other youth about the dangers of 
occult involvement. 


It's Just for Fun 


You know the old adage, “If you play with fire, you get burned.” God in His 
love and mercy warns us about many things, but too often in our rebellious 
nature, we do not heed His Word until we get burnt. Paul reminds us in Galatians 
6:7: “Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he 
will also reap.” How do I know this is true? I played with “fire” many times and 
got burnt often. 

The Bible is undoubtedly true. I would have liked to keep my distance from 
God and remained my own god and master of my fate to determine my own 
destiny by having power over others, circumstances and nature. Then, I could 
have lived out my self-centered existence and gratified my every pleasure. 
However, I could not deny the truth of God’s Word, the revelation of His Son and 
the reality of my need for Him. 

You might say, “I am not really into the occult. I am just doing these things 
for fun. It is no big deal if I listen to music, watch movies, read books and 
magazines laced with witchcraft and magic or play occult-oriented games and 
participate in occult-related activities.” Just try going home and telling your 
spouse or partner whom you cheated on that, “It was just for fun. It’s no big 
deal.” That would not go over very well, would it? God feels the same way 
because He says: 


You shall have no other gods before Me. You shall not make for yourself 
an idol, or any likeness of what is in heaven above or on the earth 
beneath or in the water under the earth. You shall not worship them or 
serve them; for I, the LORD your God, am a jealous God...” (Exodus 
20:3-5). 


Or you might say, “I am not actually worshiping other gods or participating, 
it’s all just in my mind as I fantasize these occult powers and practices while 
playing fantasy role-play games. Well, consider Jesus’ words: “I say to you that 
everyone who looks at a woman with lust for her has already committed adultery 
with her in his heart” (Matthew 5:28). When you fantasize these powers in your 
mind or when your choice of entertainment fills your mind with occult 
phenomena and practices, you are committing spiritual adultery in your mind 
and heart. What you conceive in your heart and mind often leads to real-life 
behavior. 

The Apostle Paul wrote the following to the church in Ephesus, a city steeped 
in mysticism, occultism and sorcery: 


Do not participate in the unfruitful deeds of darkness, but instead even 
expose them; for it is disgraceful even to speak of the things which are 
done by them in secret (Ephesians 5:11-12). 


Christians who deliberately or ignorantly dabble in practices and techniques 
forbidden by Scripture or fill their minds with occultism through movies, music, 
fantasy role-playing games and so forth, are no more immune to demonic 
oppression than Christians involved in sexual immorality are immune to 
pregnancy and sexually transmitted diseases. 


Don’t Go Back 


Destroy Banned Items 


ae in our ministry, my wife and I learned a valuable lesson. A mother 


brought to me various items her teenage son had used during Satan worship. She 
wanted the items out of her house and did not care what we did with them. I 
immediately threw out the black candles and other objects which were obviously 
intended for occult purposes, but we thought it would be wasteful to discard the 
crystal bell and brass cup. We reasoned that we could give them away or sell 
them and give the money to the ministry. 

During my Bible study a few days later, I read Deuteronomy 7:25-26: 


The graven images of their gods you are to burn [destroy] with fire; you 
shall not covet the silver or the gold that is on them, nor take it for 
yourselves, or you will be snared by it, for it is an abomination to the 
LORD your God. You shall not bring an abomination into your house... 
you shall utterly detest it and you shall utterly abhor it, for it is 
something banned. 


Just as I was on my way to destroy the items, my wife Karen mentioned to 
me that during prayer she felt strongly led of the Lord that we should get rid of 
them. I shared with her what the Lord had just shown me through Scripture. We 
immediately destroyed these items. 

It is crucial that we do not possess or participate in anything directly or 
indirectly associated with the occult—books, movies, music, games, jewelry, 
healing techniques, rituals and so on. Do not give the forces of darkness 
opportunity to afflict or harass you because you are entangled in forbidden 
practices. Do not foolishly identify and associate with beliefs and practices 
contrary to God’s revelation of truth. Do not give Satan opportunity to claim that 
you are still yielded to him and his regime, thereby giving him the right to 
oppress you. 


Back to Yoga 


Millan, the author, lecturer and nutritionist in San Diego, emailed me the 
following account: 


I had a client stay and fast for 30 days at my retreat. She confessed to 
me that every night she is tormented by a demonic face that she has not 
told anyone about. I told her we can stop that from happening and 
asked, “May I pray with you?” She said “yes” so I laid hands on her and 
bound that evil spirit and commanded in the name of Jesus for it to 
leave her alone. She then prayed the sinner’s prayer and accepted Jesus 
as her Savior and Lord. That spirit did not come back. A week later she 
said to me, “Millan, I really miss my yoga class and want to go to it.” I 
said in my heart that is not a good idea, but she insisted. That night the 
spirit returned. She then told me after a week, “I don’t think this 
Christian stuff is working.” And of course it was because she opened 
herself up to demonic activity by going back to the yoga class. 


Woman Returns to Occultism 


A woman, who was supposedly led to Christ by a pastor, gave him all her 
occult books, tarot cards and other occult paraphernalia. He in turn gave them to 
our research director. A short while later, this woman estimated these items to be 
worth hundreds of dollars, so she asked for them back. “Besides,” she said, “many 
of them were given to me by very special friends.” 

We warned her not to take them back because they would ensnare and 
destroy her, but she insisted. She attempted to justify her decision by promising 
not to read or use them. 

Within a month, she started reading the occult literature again and, shortly 
thereafter, began doing séances and reading tarot cards. “Like a dog that returns 
to its vomit is a fool who repeats his folly” (Proverbs 26:11). She had been very 
active and vivacious, with a youthful appearance, but from this time on she 
quickly degenerated physically, mentally and spiritually. 

Her sister-in-law told me that she ended up in a rest home at the early age of 
53. She had broken her hip twice and also had become severely depressed, 
fearful and paranoid. Her mind would come and go, and she often emitted a high 
eerie shriek. She weighed only 80 pounds but had great strength. When she put 
her arm around her sister-in-law, the clasp was so tight that the nurses needed 
help to release her. 

She died a few years after returning to her occultism. The pastor visited her 
about a month before she passed away and said she was in complete bondage. 
Unable to talk or respond, she just wildly stared about. He said she ended up 


being physically debilitated, mentally deranged and spiritually degenerate. If 
only she would have stayed faithful to the Lord and not returned to her 
occultism. 

There are several other examples I could cite of those who returned to their 
former ways. They never fared well in the end but succumbed to demonic 
delusion, dread and devastation. In contrast, I could share many more 
illustrations of people who were freed from occult bondage and are living a 
victorious life of commitment to Christ! 


Best Seller 


While flying back to Pennsylvania from Texas, a woman who had the aura of 
New Age spirituality sat beside me. This woman hoped, one day, to write a best- 
selling novel. From our discussion about her background, I felt it was a real 
possibility she would accomplish this goal. 

Her belief system included spirit guides, meditation and various occult 
practices. I told her that I had also rejected Christianity and searched in New Age 
and Eastern beliefs and practices. She was elated. We discovered that we both 
had a background in the Methodist church which gave us more common ground. 
She was fascinated that I had been in the Himalayas and other exotic places. She 
wanted to know more about my background and experiences and the knowledge 
I acquired through the path I had walked, so I shared some of my journey and my 
search. I told her about being stranded in Santa Fe and the miracle that happened 
there. She was amazed. I shared with her how I would investigate archeology, 
science, history and prophecy that all led me to the conclusion that Jesus is God’s 
unique revelation of truth. 

She said she prays to a “supreme being” and believes there are many ways to 
him. To help her understand the biblical truth of Jesus being the only way of 
salvation, I used the following illustration. I said to her, “You said something 
profound a few minutes ago. You said you do not want to write a mundane book, 
but a best seller. My research has led me to conclude that no one else has the 
unique evidence that Jesus has, therefore, why should I offer something I believe 
to be inferior when I believe Jesus is the ultimate revelation of God? The 
‘Supreme Being’ has revealed himself exclusively through Jesus Christ and given 
us the evidence. When we do our investigation and put all the evidence together, 
it leads us conclusively and exclusively to faith in Jesus Christ.” She said, “That 
makes a lot of sense.” 

Right before landing, she told me about the spirits she is in contact with. I 
told her a story about a witch doctor in Haiti, and my warning to him that, one 
day, the spirits would turn on him, and the only One who could deliver him at 
that time would be the Jesus of the Bible. She replied, “When I deal with these 


spirits, I always ask them to say the name of Jesus. If they cannot say it, I know 
they are bad spirits, and I do not deal with them.” I told her that she needs to go 
one step further. “Ask them to say that the Jesus of the Bible is Lord. That would 
be a more thorough test for them.” Again, she said, “That makes a lot of sense.” 

I believe I shared with her everything the Holy Spirit wanted me to share in a 
way she could relate to and understand. She parted by thanking me for the 
conversation. 


The Need for Balance 


l is inaccurate and unwise to attribute every conflict, problem, sin and strange 


phenomenon to demons. The resulting confusion and fear can be disastrous. The 
other extreme of disbelief in the existence of Satan and demons makes it virtually 
impossible to detect and recognize their activities. Allowing or ignoring 
underlying demonic activity negates the possibility of effectively dealing with it. 

We must be cautious of overemphasis and sensationalism concerning 
supposed demonic activity and deliverance that occurs in many circles. We must 
also realize that many of the phenomena attributed to evil spirits are identified 
inaccurately. Nevertheless, we must remain aware of the reality of the demonic 
domain and use discernment. The Bible records several accounts of Jesus, the 
Apostle Paul and others encountering demon-possessed individuals. While some 
distort and sensationalize the demonic realm, it is hard to believe in Jesus and 
the Bible without acknowledging the reality of demonic entities. 


Deliverance or Discipline 


While it is true that demonic beings can be responsible for some physical, 
emotional and spiritual problems, they are not necessarily always the direct 
cause. Many problems are the result of people reaping the consequences of what 
they have sown through disobedience or negligence concerning the principles in 
God’s Word. 

It should not be surprising that many people like to blame everything on the 
devil. Since the beginning of human history, we have been blaming others for our 
problems. After Adam ate the forbidden fruit, God confronted him, but Adam 
blamed it all on Eve. Eve blamed it on the serpent. Both were blaming God 
indirectly, for He had created them. 

Today, many people blame their alcohol and drug addiction, gluttony, lust, 
sexual immorality, tempers and other such behavior on Satan. We must, 
however, assume responsibility for our actions instead of blaming everything on 
the devil. Galatians 5:19-21 indicates that immorality, sensuality, idolatry, 
sorcery, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, envying, drunkenness and things like 


these are “deeds of the flesh” and are some of our “passions and appetites” that 
we need to restrain according to God’s Word. 

In most cases, what is needed more than instant deliverance from demonic 
influence is a consistent life of discipline and self-control and being transformed 
by the renewing of one’s mind. While most people would rather have quick and 
easy solutions to their problems, God’s Word indicates that transformation often 
requires time, effort and obedience. 

There is a biblical balance needed. Our main focus should be God and how 
He has instructed us to live, while not ignoring clear biblical teaching concerning 
the reality of Satan nor our struggle with evil spirits (Ephesians 6:12). 


Unbiblical Beliefs and Techniques On Spiritual Warfare 


Many people apply unbiblical beliefs and techniques, then pass them off as 
powerful principles on spiritual warfare. Popularized trends come and go that do 
not even resemble scriptural truth concerning spiritual warfare nor the example 
of Jesus, His disciples and the Apostle Paul. 

The real spiritual battles are being lost, while powerless believers are diverted 
into sensationalism, showy displays of force, foolish arrogance and erroneous 
unbiblical strategies and techniques. These may appear impressive, but they are 
totally ineffective in truly defeating hostile spiritual forces, tearing down the 
strongholds of the enemy and advancing the kingdom of God. 

Boldly and accurately proclaiming the Gospel of Jesus Christ is the best way 
to identify and deal with genuine demonic activity. Satan is threatened by the 
powerful and accurate proclamation of God’s Word. Therefore, he is compelled to 
oppose and undermine it. This reveals his associates—those who fight against the 
work of the Gospel. Continued proclamation of God’s Word through the anointing 
of God’s Spirit is a powerful and effective tool in exposing and extinguishing 
demonic bastions. 


Potential Explanations for 
Paranormal Phenomena 


here is little doubt that paranormal phenomena—sometimes strange and 


bizarre—occur in the realm of the occult. So, what are some of the potential 
explanations? 


1. Natural Phenomena 


That apparition could have been a reflection from a mirror, glass or water. 
That eerie noise or voice from beyond the grave could have been wind coming 
through a window or a tree branch brushing against the house. Those 
unidentified aerial phenomena (UAP), also known as unidentified flying objects 
(UFO), could have been blinking lights on an airplane, a spotlight scanning the 
night sky, a weather balloon, a comet, an asteroid or a shooting star (a small, 
rapidly moving meteor burning up on entering the earth’s atmosphere) or some 
other natural phenomena. 


2. Coincidence 


Someone randomly chooses the right number or predicts the right event. 
Jeane Dixon was one of the best-known American psychics and astrologers of the 
twentieth century because she supposedly predicted the assassination of 
President John F. Kennedy. However, she was wrong more often than not with 
her other predictions. 

My wife and I were walking through the cemetery where many of my family 
members are buried when I noticed the gravestone of a school classmate. He died 
at age 42 (1952 - 1994). Nearby was a gravestone with the same name but 
different dates, which amazingly indicated he also died at age 42 (1923 - 1965). 
Then, I noticed an even older tombstone with the same name, and he, too, died 
at age 42 (1823 - 1865). An amazing coincidence, or...? 


3. Power of Suggestion / Psychosomatic Manifestations 


There are what I call self-fulfilling curses or prophecies. You read in your 
horoscope that you are going to have a bad day, and sure enough, you help that 
to be fulfilled. There are those who have no power whatsoever but use hype and 
control techniques to convince others they have power so as to intimidate and 
influence them. 

A curse from a witch on a teenage girl or from a witch doctor on somebody in 
the jungles of Haiti could be even worse than a person being told by a medical 
doctor that they have cancer or some other dread disease. How many quickly die 
after being told they have a terminal disease? If someone who is susceptible to 
the power of suggestion is repeatedly told, “You look sick,” they will actually 
begin to feel ill. A person with a wild imagination can have a panic attack just 
thinking about being closed in or reflecting on some other traumatic experience. 

A college student came into my office wild-eyed with blood on his shirt. He 
said he felt hands around his neck choking him and an uncontrollable desire to 
rip off the cross from around his neck. He said a demon was making him cough 
up blood. The initial reaction is to cast out a demon, but the Lord spoke to my 
heart that this was psychosomatic. So, I calmed him down, talked to him and 
discovered that his girlfriend had broken up with him. He had been up all night 
thinking about losing her. This caused him great emotional stress. Furthermore, 
he had attended a séance several days before and had been under much spiritual 
oppression. 


4. Neurological Disorder or Chemical Imbalance 


A head injury, severe or long-lasting stress or grief, drugs or alcohol, 
malnourishment from a prolonged junk food diet, hardening of the arteries from 
build-up of plaque, dementia and Alzheimer’s or taking too many prescription 
drugs can cause strange reactions and side effects. These and other such 
conditions can make someone vulnerable to hallucinations, such as hearing 
voices or supposedly seeing and talking to deceased parents. 

There have been a few seemingly legitimate accounts of zombies in the Iron 
Market of Haiti. Investigation indicated that a voodoo witch doctor would put a 
death curse on someone then use a certain poison that would make them appear 
to be dead. After burial in a shallow grave, the witch doctor would go back and 
dig the person up who would be somewhat brain damaged from being buried 
alive and deprived of blood to the brain. Thus, the reputation of living zombies 
and the walking dead. 


5. Fakery / Trickery / Deception 


Sleight-of-hand deception or the use of various gadgets and gimmicks is often 
used to deceive the naive. Henry Houdini exposed several mediums and psychics 
as frauds. 

A psychic in Youngstown advertised on a secular radio station, but purposely 
aired her commercial between Christian programs—one of which was my 
broadcast. So, my research director and I decided to pay her a visit. During our 
friendly conversation, she struggled to find any clues to convince us of her 
psychic abilities. Her strategy was to obtain information beforehand or during the 
reading to impress her customer that she had psychic abilities. When she realized 
we were not gullible to her trickery and deception, and we began to share the 
superior revelation and power of Jesus Christ, she made up an excuse and quickly 
ran out the back door of her house. 


6. Genuine Phenomena—Demonic 


During my years of research, I have met several people who experienced 
seemingly genuine paranormal phenomena. They convincingly testify—often 
confirmed by other eyewitnesses—of seeing beings in their house, observing 
objects move, sensing a mysterious presence in their room, being touched by 
something or someone, hearing unexplainable voices or noises, being levitated off 
their bed, having contact with spirit beings and various other unnatural and 
unexplainable happenings. 

I would consider less than ten percent of the phenomena I have investigated 
to be genuine demonic activity. It cannot be explained away as natural 
phenomena, mere coincidence, the power of suggestion, psychosomatic 
manifestations, neurological disorder, chemical imbalance, fakery or deception. 
Apparently, there was no other reasonable explanation than attributing it to what 
the Bible refers to as demonic beings. 

A respected pastor’s secretary called and said, “We don’t believe in demons, 
but the person the pastor was counseling is into the occult. As he shared Christ 
with him, his face distorted beyond what is humanly possible.” Another well- 
known pastor who had his doctorate and was then serving as director of the 
county Mental Health Association previously publicly commented that people 
who believe in angels or demons are delusional. Yet, a few years later, he called 
me about cases they were dealing with which defied psychological explanation or 
latent human physical or mental potential and phenomena. They felt they were 
dealing with something sinister and supernatural. 

I witnessed a high-ranking martial artist “levitate” between two chairs. What 
he did was physically impossible, even with years of intense training. I saw an 
aikido master extend his ki and drive someone back without actually touching 
him. During my years of research, I also met many people who had seemingly 


demonic encounters, a few of which follow in this chapter, and some others are 
spread throughout the pages of this book. 

What seem to be legitimate sightings of unidentified aerial phenomena (UAP) 
and unidentified flying objects (UFO) are increasing. While some may be 
explained as natural phenomena, those that defy the laws of physics are not 
“probes” from an extraterrestrial mothership as some attest, but they are 
interdimensional—more than likely, the demonic dimension. 


Nazism to Satanism 


A physically strong high school student was fascinated with Nazism, so he 
began to read about Nazism and Hitler’s regime—which was steeped in 
occultism. Adolf Hitler was so fearful of spirit beings which came to him at night 
that he had SS guards posted by his bed when he slept. Hitler was also afraid of 
heights and had claustrophobia. I spoke at Darby Chapel in his former 
headquarters in Nuremberg and also visited Hitler’s Eagle’s Nest fortress in the 
Alps. Hitler was fearful while riding through the tunnel and in the elevator. He 
was afraid to stand near the edge of the deck overlooking the Alps. 

As this teen read about Hitler’s Nazi regime, he began acting out with 
miniature Nazi soldiers and paraphernalia he bought. One day, he heard a voice 
telling him to go to the library and get books on Satan worship. He began to 
worship Satan and, soon thereafter, saw a small frightening man in the corner of 
his room at night. He was so terrorized by the entity who appeared in his 
bedroom every night that he slept downstairs on a couch for months. He called us 
for help and during the interview at his house, his mother confirmed that he 
could not sleep upstairs in his bedroom after seeing that being. 

We shared with him how to be set free. He gave his life to Christ and got rid 
of all his Nazi paraphernalia. For the first time in several months, he was able to 
sleep without fear in his upstairs bedroom. 


Phenomena in a Mansion 


Two college students were residing in a nearby mansion formerly used for 
occult meetings and ceremonies. When I visited them in their rooms, they each 
told me of seeing apparitions, hearing voices, doors banging, lights going off and 
on and other phenomena that terrified them. Other people, unconnected to them, 
told of similar phenomena happening in that mansion until it was purchased by 
new owners. 


Instructed to Kill Husband and Children 


A young mother struggled repeatedly with apparitions of menacing beings in 
her house that instructed her to kill her husband and children. My research 
director and I met with her at her house in the kitchen where the appearances 
occurred. Her mother, who was living with her, confirmed that everything she 
was telling us was true. This young mother dearly loved her husband and 
children and did not want to harm them, but she said the spirits were so insistent 
that she did not know what to do. Once my research director and I came to her 
house and prayed with her the spirits departed and would not manifest. 

I could cite many more illustrations, some attributable to the direct influence 
of sinister and destructive forces, and others explainable by natural phenomena, 
mere coincidence, power of suggestion, psychosomatic manifestations, 
neurological disorder, chemical imbalance, fakery or deception. Thus, it is crucial 
to have a balanced perspective by taking into consideration the physical, mental, 
emotional and spiritual dimensions. Biblical discernment is vital in determining 
whether one is dealing with actual hostile spiritual powers or merely physical or 
psychosomatic behavior. 


Pattern of Spiritual Warfare in 
scripture 


/ Acts 16:12-40 reveals a pattern of spiritual warfare that is repeated 


throughout Scripture. First, we see the Apostle Paul and his companions 
effectively proclaiming the Gospel near Philippi. Then, Satan tries to oppose and 
defeat God’s messengers. He uses a demon-possessed servant girl in an attempt to 
neutralize Paul’s powerful message, but victory seems apparent for the Lord as 
Paul casts the demon out. Yet, Satan is relentless in his attempts to nullify the 
triumph of God’s servants. The servant girl’s owners drag Paul and Silas to the 
marketplace to face the authorities. After Paul and Silas are severely beaten, they 
are thrown into prison. 

When it seems hopeless, God intervenes. At midnight, Paul and Silas are 
praying and singing praises to God when suddenly there is a great earthquake. 
The chains fall off Paul and Silas, and the prison doors open. Instead of the jailer 
killing himself as he initially plans when he thinks the prisoners are escaping, he 
and his entire household accept Christ. The next day, the magistrates apologize to 
Paul and Silas and escort them from jail. The end result proves to be ultimate 
victory. 

Similar scenarios of spiritual warfare are found throughout Scripture. Satan 
attempts to undermine the victory the believer in Christ is gaining by raising up 
adverse circumstances or opposition to discourage, divert, and give an initial 
appearance of defeat. We must not lose heart or allow the enemy’s smoke screens 
to hinder us from pressing on to final victory. The end result will always “work 
together for good” and be ultimate victory for those who trust the Lord and walk 
in obedience to His Word and Spirit. 

Then we can say, like Joseph: 


As for you, you meant evil against me, but God meant it for good in 
order to bring about this present result... (Genesis 50:20). 


Stand in Faith and Endure 


In spiritual warfare, we must be prepared for the whole war, not just a few 
skirmishes. We need to stand firm and persevere until God brings the final 
triumph. 

Ephesians 6:10-13: 


Finally, be strong in the Lord and in the strength of His might. Put on 
the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the 
schemes of the devil. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but 
against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this 
darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly 
places. Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able 
to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. 


It would be great if every spiritual battle we have could be over immediately. 
Although it may happen that way occasionally, Scripture reveals this is not 
always the case. In most situations, we must stand in faith and endure. We need 
the same determination to withstand intense spiritual warfare as we would if we 
were fighting an assailant who was trying to molest, rape and kill our children or 
grandchildren. In such a situation, I am sure we would stand and fight. If they 
knocked us to the ground, we would get back up. We would endure until every 
ounce of strength was gone. In spiritual warfare, we must have the same 
determination and endurance because, as Jesus revealed, our spiritual enemy 
comes to steal, kill and destroy (John 10:10). 

If the enemy cannot steal your soul, kill your physical body and destroy you 
in the second death (lake of fire) with him, then his minions will create scenarios 
in your life in an attempt to steal your joy, kill peace in your life and family and 
destroy relationships—usually by way of jealousy, lies and gossip. 

In the face of attacks, whether they be inner temptation or relentless fiery 
darts, the believer must resist every aggression of the enemy and surrender no 
territory. Our defensive strategy is to maintain our ground by resisting the 
temptations of the evil one and by living worthy of our calling as children of 
God. Our offensive strategy in the battle against spiritual darkness is an 
unwavering mission to take ground from the enemy through advancement of the 
light of the Gospel—in spite of facing relentless opposition and assaults. 


There Is a Time 


There is a time to go on the “enemy’s turf” and take on the prophets of Baal 
as Elijah did (1 Kings 18). There is also a time to walk away from a spiritual 
confrontation and to seek the face of the Lord until He reveals His word as 
Jeremiah did when he had an encounter with the false prophet Hananiah 


(Jeremiah 28). And there is a time to trust the Lord to fight our battles and 
deliver us as Moses did with the approaching hordes of Pharaoh (Exodus 14), and 
as Paul did when Alexander the coppersmith opposed his message and did him 
much harm (2 Timothy 4:14). 

While we must never put the Lord to the test with spiritual contests, there are 
times I have challenged people in the occult to go ahead and call on their gods 
and goddesses, do their rituals and cast their spells to demonstrate that the power 
and protection of Christ is greater. If they want to keep it to a spiritual level, they 
can conjure up their spirits and work their magic, and I will rely on the power of 
the resurrected Christ and the Holy Spirit. Then, we will see. 

I have gone into places where people claimed they were hearing beings 
speak, seeing apparitions, spirits were supposedly manifesting and other such 
activities were happening. However, when we went in and prayed, the beings 
fled because they knew their power was inferior to that of the resurrected Christ 
and the phenomena ceased. 

There are times when we must take authority in the name and power of 
Christ and expect an immediate victory. And there are times when we must stand 
strong and endure in unwavering faith until God brings the victory in His time 
and in His way. What we need is wisdom and discernment to know the 
difference. 

God raised up adversaries against Solomon when he sinned against the Lord, 
and the enemy raises up adversaries against believers who live for the Lord and 
effectively proclaim the Gospel. So how do you know who is raising up your 
adversaries? You will know. If you are in His Word and on your knees in prayer, 
you will have the necessary discernment to determine whether you are facing the 
consequences of sin and need to repent, or if you are in the midst of spiritual 
warfare because of your faithful witness for the Gospel. Either way, victory is 
assured through Jesus Christ. 


Raging Around Us 


My wife and I and a few staff members took a group of teens canoeing. The 
trip proved to be a most exciting event and a unique opportunity to share about 
the Lord. It started raining right after we left and continued during the three-hour 
drive. The rain stopped while we set up our large tent in the wind but resumed 
shortly thereafter. The wind later blew down our tent, and it poured and 
thundered all night. We spent part of the night drying in a laundromat. By 
morning, when it was time to go canoeing, the rain was over. 

The muddy river was flowing wilder and higher than normal for a summer’s 
day in August. Immediately after renting our canoes, the canoe livery decided 
that the water level and fast current prevented them from renting out any more 


canoes that day. So ours was the last group to head for the river. 

As the exciting trip progressed, our group of canoeists had done well in 
navigating the swiftly moving water. All of a sudden, one girl’s canoe capsized. 
Not being a swimmer, she thrashed around screaming for help. In her mind, she 
was about to drown! 

I immediately dove in to save the panic-stricken girl. A couple of teens dove 
in to assist me. In my endeavor to save her, my feet touched the bottom. The fast- 
moving water at that spot was only about three feet deep. I said, “Kathy, stand 
up!” She quickly obeyed and was amazed and happy to discover she was not in 
over her head. In fact, she could easily stand on the sandy river bottom, bracing 
herself against the current. 

Isn’t that the way it is in many of life’s circumstances? In facing adversity, we 
feel the spiritual warfare raging around us, threatening our peace and stability, 
dooming us to defeat and despair. We must stand firm in Christ, confident that 
He has our lives and all the various circumstances under control. In His time and 
in His way, He will bring ultimate victory. When we cry out to the Lord with all 
our heart and when we obey His Word, He will intervene and deliver us. 


The Armor of God 


Te Apostle Paul took his place in the front lines of spiritual warfare. Drawing 


from real life experience, he is able to emphatically express the following in 
Ephesians 6:13-19: 


Therefore, take up the full armor of God, so that you will be able to 
resist on the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand 
firm therefore, having belted your waist with truth, and having put on 
the breastplate of righteousness, and having strapped on your feet the 
preparation of the gospel of peace; in addition to all, taking up the 
shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming 
arrows of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation and the sword 
of the Spirit, which is the word of God. With every prayer and request, 
pray at all times in the Spirit, and with this in view, be alert with all 
perseverance and every request for all the saints, and pray in my behalf, 
that speech may be given to me in the opening of my mouth, to make 
known with boldness the mystery of the gospel. 


Just as the Roman soldier going into battle needed to be outfitted with 
adequate equipment, likewise, the Christian. Scripture lists the six pieces of 
armor that we need to understand and use in spiritual combat. While having 
devotions, my daughter Tabitha felt the Lord impress the following insights on 
her heart concerning the armor of God, which are relevant for all believers: 

1. Belt of Truth—We need to know the real truth (the Word of God) and 
speak the truth to others. Just like a belt holds pants up and everything in place, 
our belt of truth is what keeps the armor of God in place. Without the knowledge 
of the real truth found only in the Bible, we have nothing to hold the foundation 
of our lives together. 

2. Breastplate of Righteousness—There is only One who is perfect and 
righteous, Jesus Christ. With our breastplate, provided by the righteousness of 
Christ, we should also emulate the character and actions of Jesus Christ. The 
breastplate covers the heart of the person wearing it. The heart is where we tend 


to keep our most treasured feelings and memories. Since our breastplate of 
righteousness is closest to our heart, Jesus should be the most important item 
that occupies that territory. If He is, then we will radiate Him. 

3. Gospel of Peace—Our feet should be fitted with the gospel of peace. Every 
step we take and everywhere we go, we should be bringing forth and showing 
the peace of Christ. This peace should be evident in how we live our lives. 
Without the gospel of peace, the rest of our armor becomes weakened and 
useless. When trials, hardships and temptations come, instead of peace, some 
exhibit impatience, grumbling and bad attitudes which start to put chinks in their 
armor. 

Replacing the peace of God with complaining starts a domino effect of 
grumbling, focusing on ourselves and our problems, and taking our focus off 
Jesus and reaching others. How can we show others the gospel of peace when 
our own emotions and actions do not show our complete faith and trust in God? 
The whole armor of God must work as a unit, and we must show the world that 
God’s peace in our hearts is stronger than anything we will ever face, even in 
impossible situations. “HOW BEAUTIFUL ARE THE FEET OF THOSE WHO BRING 
GOOD NEWS OF GOOD THINGS!” (Romans 10:15). 

4. Shield of Faith—When trials come and Satan throws lies and troubles our 
way, the strength of our faith will be our protection to get us through those 
times. We need to have unwavering faith like Abraham (Romans 4:18-21) and 
know that God is who He says He is and will do what He promised to do. We 
must have faith in the Lord, His promises and His Word. 

5. Helmet of Salvation—Whether someone is riding a motorcycle or a 
bicycle, their head is the most important part to protect. That is why many wear 
helmets. Someone who is being attacked by another person often curls up into a 
ball and puts his hands over his head to protect himself. Our salvation through 
Jesus is our helmet protecting us. It is our lifeline to heaven by God’s grace. Wear 
it proudly. Our minds, sheltered by the helmet of salvation, need to be renewed 
by God’s Word so we will not be conformed to the world but to the image of 
Jesus Christ. 

6. Sword of the Spirit (which is the Word of God)—AIll the other parts of the 
armor are primarily used for defensive purposes, but this particular piece of 
armor is given by God as an offensive weapon. That means our main offensive 
weapon is the Word of God. We need to stop resorting to un-Christlike conduct 
such as yelling, out-of-control behavior, gossip and so on as our means of attack 
or retaliation. Instead, we are to use biblical truths and principles to fight our 
battles and deal with problems, whether they are with ourselves or others. We 
must know Scripture in context and rightly divide His truth because God’s Word 
is the only line of offense that will never fail and will enable us always to win our 
battles. 


The Fiery Darts of the Wicked 


The following excerpt is from Rick Renner’s book entitled Dressed to Kill: A 
Biblical Approach to Spiritual Warfare. 


Above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all 
the fiery darts of the wicked one (Ephesians 6:16 NKJV). 


You may ask, “What are the fiery darts of the wicked?“ 


The Greek word used to describe these particular “darts” is a very 
specific and historical word of warfare. Thucydides, the ancient Greek 
writer, used the identical Greek expression to depict especially terrible 
arrows that were equipped to carry fire. 


The military of New Testament times used three types of arrows. First, 
there were regular arrows, similar to the arrows one would shoot from a 
bow today. Second, there were arrows that were dipped into tar, set on 
fire, and then shot through the air. Third, there were arrows containing 
combustible fluids that burst into flames upon impact. 


The arrows in Ephesians 6:16 are called “fiery darts.” Because Paul’s 
word usage is identical to that of Thucydides, we know exactly what 
kind of arrows Paul has in mind. 


Paul is thinking of arrows that carry fire! Specifically, he is referring to 
the third kind of arrows—those that were made from long, slender 
pieces of cane and filled with combustible fluids that exploded on 
impact. 


These particular arrows were one of the greatest terrors of the day. To the 
natural eye, they looked minimally dangerous. But the natural eye 
couldn’t see that these arrows had been filled with combustible fluids. 
Only after impact—when a great fire had begun—could one know for 
certain that these arrows had been equipped with the potential of 
explosive flames and disaster. 


These fluid-filled arrows were not used in normal combat situations. 
Regular arrows were sufficient for those kinds of confrontations. Fire- 
bearing arrows were reserved to inflict damage on a fortified place or an 
encampment. 


If the Roman army had fortified its position so that the enemy couldn’t 
easily break in to destroy it, the opposing forces would then revert to 
using these deadly arrows of fire. The enemy soldiers would hold these 
long pieces of slender cane in an upright position and pour explosive 


fluids into them. Once they had filled these arrows to the brim with the 
death-dealing liquid, they sealed and disguised the arrows to look like 
normal, minimally dangerous ones. 


Since the enemy could not physically break into the encampment and 
personally destroy the entrenched army, they shot these fire-bearing 
arrows over the walls of the army’s fortified position. The arrows were 
disguised to look very harmless; as a result, those inside the 
encampment often made the fatal mistake of ignoring them—at least 
until the first one hit its target. 


Troops were shocked and taken off guard when those arrows struck 
inside the fortress walls and burst into raging flames. (You might say 
these arrows were the bombs of the ancient world.) Then after the initial 
fiery conflagration, the enemy would continue to shoot more of these 
arrows, one after another, into the encampment—each equipped with 
the same deadly capabilities. 


It is this very picture that Paul has in mind when he says, “Above all, 
taking the shield of faith, wherewith ye shall be able to stand against the 
fiery darts of the wicked.” 


This is the kind of arrow the enemy wants to send your way. When 
Satan has no easy access into your life, he will try another, more covert 
way to come against you—shooting a fire-bearing arrow into your 
emotions. He launches fiery darts right smack into the middle of weak 
places in your mind and heart because he wants to make sure his darts 
have the greatest potential of arousing the worst and most vile of 
emotions in you! 


When a flaming arrow from the enemy hits its target—your emotions—it 
can throw those emotions into a state of rage, anger, anxiety, unbelief, 
worry, and so forth. These flaming arrows are meant to do something 
destructive and horrendous in your mind and emotions. They are meant 
not only to hit you but also to enflame you like a fire that is hopelessly 
burning out of control. 


Many believers are hit by the enemy’s fiery arrows every day because 
they are not walking with their shield of faith held out in front of them 
where it belongs. Not only that, but they neglect their shield of faith, 
failing to keep it anointed by the Spirit and saturated with the water of 
the Word. If only they would do what they should to maintain and 
strengthen their faith, that invisible shield would keep those hellish 
arrows from getting through to harm them! 


Prayer Cover 


The effectiveness of the armor of God is realized through a life saturated with 
prayer. Prayer is essential to achieving ultimate victory in spiritual warfare. 

Prayer is the surrender of one’s life and will to the Lord. Prayer is crying out 
to the Creator for His help, protection and empowerment. Prayer is desiring His 
name to be glorified and His purpose to be accomplished. Prayer is releasing our 
faith in the One who has supreme power and ultimate authority. Prayer is a 
catalyst in deploying heaven’s resources to assist God’s saints. 

Retired Army Colonel Douglas V. Mastriano witnessed God do some 
miraculous things during Operation Desert Storm. He shares a few thoughts on 
the importance of prayer: 


Prayer is critically important to the Christian. Prayer is a cover of 
spiritual protection that offers a clear advantage. This “prayer cover” 
can be equated to the role that air cover plays in modern warfare. I saw 
firsthand in Operation Desert Storm how important it was to have air 
cover going ahead of us into battle. It occurred this way: before we 
fought the Iraqi divisions, our air cover went ahead of us to soften the 
enemy defenses, dwindle their combat power and to reduce their 
fighting spirit. In effect, our air cover prepared the battlefield to give us 
an advantage before we even got into the fight. Once we were engaged 
in a ground battle with the enemy, this air cover did not vanish. We 
always had at least two F-16 jet aircraft circling above, ready to help us 
overcome any fierce resistance that the Iraqi Republican Guards offered. 
This air cover was just a call away. When the Iraqis attempted to 
maneuver into an advantageous position, all we had to do was to call 
for the air cover to blunt the adversary’s plans. 


Prayer cover operates in the same manner. When we pray, we call upon 
God to go ahead of us to prepare the battlefield to our advantage even 
before we are in the fight. As our prayers go forth, God orchestrates 
“strikes” against the enemy’s plans to weaken his combat power. Then, 
when the battle rages around us, this prayer cover serves to strike 
against the adversary’s schemes, while giving us the strength to take the 
war deeper into enemy territory to ultimate victory. Like air cover in 
modern combat, prayer cover makes the difference in spiritual warfare. 


When the day of evil comes and we are facing the fiercest of battles, we must 
put on the full armor of God and pray earnestly. When the smoke is cleared 
away, may it reveal that we stood firm in the Lord and surrendered no ground to 
the enemy, but gained territory for the Lord. 


Spiritual Warfare Likened to Physical 
Combat 


Tae biblical principles of spiritual warfare are similar to those of physical 


combat. Before sparring an opponent, I would attempt to discover my 
competitor’s fighting style, strategy and techniques. Learning my combatant’s 
strengths and weaknesses enabled me to determine a defense strategy as well as 
formulate a method of attack to where my adversary would be most vulnerable. 
However, my main focus would be on training and developing my own skills. 

To become proficient in spiritual warfare, we must spend sufficient time 
learning about Satan’s strategies “so that no advantage would be taken of us by 
Satan, for we are not ignorant of his schemes” (2 Corinthians 2:11). However, our 
main focus and priority should be developing our own spiritual muscles by 
studying God’s Word and spending time in prayer. We must minor in knowing 
the details about the hostile spiritual forces and major in enhancing our 
relationship with Christ and skillfully handling His Word. 

We must know our own weaknesses and vulnerabilities and train to 
compensate for those vulnerabilities. If you are not diligent in Bible study, then 
you need to strengthen that aspect of your life. If your prayer life is sparse, then 
you need to build up that area of your life. If you are drawn to and vulnerable to 
pornography, then you need to safeguard that portion of your life. Strengthening 
your weaknesses and fortifying your strength —while remaining completely 
reliant on the Lord—will be a tremendous advantage in spiritual warfare. 


It Is Written 


When Jesus was being tempted by Satan in the wilderness, He did not use 
such responses as, “I am the Son of God,” or “I am filled with the Holy Spirit,” or 
“Look at all the miracles I perform.” He said, “It is written....” Jesus used God’s 
Word as His “sword of the Spirit” to thwart all the temptations of the enemy. 

When the tempter twisted God’s Word and took it out of context, Jesus 
responded with scriptural truth. In answer to Satan’s statement, “If You are the 
Son of God, command that these stones become bread,” Jesus replied, “It is 


written, ‘Man shall not live on bread alone, but on every word that proceeds out 
of the mouth of God’” (Matthew 4:3-4). Satan used this temptation (reminiscent 
of the grumbling Israelites in the wilderness) at Jesus’ point of greatest hunger, 
and he will likewise tempt you when you are most vulnerable. 

When the devil took Jesus to the pinnacle of the temple in Jerusalem and said 
to Him, “If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down; for it is written, ‘He 
will command His angels concerning You’; and ‘On their hands they will bear 
You up, so that You will not strike Your foot against a stone.” (Satan quoted 
Psalm 91:11-12 but twisted its meaning from trusting God to testing Him.) Jesus 
said to him, “It is written, ‘You shall not put the Lord your God to the test” 
(Matthew 4:5-7). 

When the devil took Jesus to a high mountain and showed Him all the 
kingdoms of the world and their glory, he said, “All these things I will give You, 
if You fall down and worship me.” Jesus responded, “Go, Satan! For it is written, 
‘YOU SHALL WORSHIP THE LORD YOUR GOD, AND SERVE HIM ONLY” 
(Matthew 4:8-10). Jesus did not discount his offer because Satan is the god and 
ruler of this world. One day, a world leader, known as the Antichrist, will accept 
Satan’s offer and receive, for a brief period of time, the kingdoms of this world. 
Jesus accurately used God’s Word to defeat His archenemy. 

Three times, Satan tried to tempt Jesus by twisting God’s Word, and three 
times, Jesus responded with “It is written ...” using God’s Word accurately as a 
powerful weapon to overcome temptation. 


Woman Afraid to Read Bible 


A woman who came out of the occult wanted to grow closer to the Lord. One 
of several instructions I told her was to begin reading the Word and living by the 
truths and principles in it. She told me she was afraid to read it because, when 
she had attempted to leave the occult a few years earlier, the spirits harassed and 
tormented her every time she opened a Bible. She became so afraid that she gave 
up reading it. 

I said to her, “The hostile spiritual forces want to divert you from studying 
Scripture because they know that it is the only offensive weapon you have, and 
that it ‘is living and active and sharper than any two-edged sword” (Hebrews 
4:12). When God’s Word is accurately used by a believer submitted to His Spirit, 
it can cause great destruction to the kingdom of darkness. 

I shared the following illustration with her: “When I was 10 years old, I was 
terrorized by 13-year-old guys who always wanted to beat me up. When I got 
older, however, 13-year-olds did not terrify me anymore. Likewise, when you 
were a Slave to Satan’s kingdom, he terrorized you. But now that you are a child 
of God and walking with the King of kings and Lord of lords, you have power 


over the enemy. You no longer need to be intimidated by the spiritual powers of 
darkness, much less run away in fear and defeat. Instead, strive to become an 
expert on God’s Word and walk in the courage and power of His Spirit.” 


Develop Your Spiritual Muscles Before it’s too Late 


Suppose someone is breaking into your house to rob, rape or kill your family. 
It would be too late to run to the gym to lift some weights or take a self-defense 
course. You should have done that before. So, too, you will be in some fierce 
spiritual warfare in the days ahead. Instead of waiting until you are in the midst 
of the battle and wishing you had already developed some spiritual muscles and 
discernment, begin today through consistent study of God’s Word and a 
disciplined prayer life. 

I used to think I was too busy to spend time in extensive Bible study and 
prayer. I always wanted to be on the front lines in the heat of the battle where all 
the action was. I soon learned that to be proficient and victorious in spiritual 
warfare, diligent study of God’s Word and the discipline to spend time in prayer 
and fasting were required. 

In the early days of my ministry, I often got by with only a brief Bible study 
and a few minutes of prayer and still saw victory. But as the warfare became 
more intense, I needed to spend additional time in Scripture and prayer— 
frequently fasting. 

While training with the special forces, the physical ordeal a young man went 
through was most rigorous, but the harassment he faced for being a Christian— 
refusing to drink alcohol at bars with them, go to strip clubs or engage in 
premarital sex—was even more intense. As well as developing physical strength, 
God developed his spiritual muscles to stand strong in the face of opposition and 
difficulties. The respect he gained far exceeded the hostility he faced. 

I hope each of you reading this make a commitment right now to develop 
your spiritual muscles. Separate yourself from the lures of the world. Seek to 
become skillful with God’s Word and learn to know God’s voice by spending time 
in prayer with fasting. 


High Alert 


Satan and his cohorts are like terrorists. They strike when you least expect it 
and where you are most vulnerable. Once the attack is over, they regroup to plan 
and prepare for another unexpected assault. Therefore, it is imperative that you 
remain alert and keep on the full armor of God, lest you fall into the snares of the 
evil one and are defeated by his diabolical devices. 

Now is the time to become adept and skillful with the Word of God by 


“accurately handling the word of truth” (2 Timothy 2:15). This is an age when 
having discernment, knowing Scripture in context and having a powerful prayer 
life is crucial. 

Athletes preparing to enter important competitions are in strict training. 
Soldiers preparing for an imminent war are on high alert and in rigorous 
preparation. How much more should committed believers in Christ be in serious 
spiritual training and on high alert when we could be in the midst of extreme 
spiritual warfare at any moment? 

I limited my intensive and rigorous physical training to focus on becoming 
proficient in spiritual warfare and accurately handling “the sword of the Spirit 
which is the Word of God” (Ephesians 6:17). I have a stronger desire and 
motivation today to walk in the power of the Spirit and skillfully use God’s Word 
in tearing down spiritual strongholds of the enemy and advancing God’s kingdom 
than I had for training to be an effective fighter with my hands and feet to defeat 
physical opponents. 

During my early ministry days, I found myself so absorbed in researching the 
cults, occult and the New Age movement that I spent more time reading books 
and magazines dealing with these subjects than I did studying God’s Word. 
However, after a time of intense prayer and fasting and extensive Scripture study, 
I made a commitment to read His Word and pray three times a day. Except for 
valuable resource material, I gave most of my books away. It has proven to be 
one of the most beneficial decisions I have ever made. Now, instead of merely 
knowing what each occult group teaches and their various rites and practices, I 
know what God’s Word says—and more importantly, I know the Creator of all 
things. 


Enter a Sparring Match 


Before becoming a Christian, I had a reputation in the karate dojo for being 
one of the hardest and fastest punchers. While sparring opponents would use 
fancy jumping and spinning techniques, I would block and strike. One 
unfortunate sparring opponent ended up with a caved-in rib cage. It is no longer 
my desire to inflict bodily harm, but I do seek to cave in and break through—by 
the power of God’s Word and Spirit—the fortresses of the adversary. 

When involved in sparring matches, I was a nice guy before and after. But in 
that arena, I had great intensity and knew only one thing: defeat my opponent. 
So, too, in the arena of spiritual warfare, I realize the tremendous responsibility to 
overcome by the power of His Spirit and accurately proclaim His truth. 

Athletes in the Olympics are in intense competition and will not let anything 
distract them. Likewise, believers who are in intense spiritual warfare must not 
let anything infiltrate their lives or distract them but must keep their focus on the 


Lord and His Word. 


Facing My Fear 


Te big old house I lived in had been in the family almost 100 years, spanning 


five generations. During the early years, funerals were held in the house. Caskets 
with the body of the deceased were put in the living room for several days. I still 
remember seeing my next-door neighbor’s body in a casket in his living room. 

Across the street from my house, beneath a block of old houses, lay the 
remains of a cemetery. The bodies and gravestones were moved in the 1870s to a 
new cemetery. Because of the quality of the pine box coffins, some of the remains 
were not recovered. Some say the former tenants never moved out and others tell 
tales of paranormal activity. 

As a child, I was terrified of the dark from all the stories I heard about ghosts 
and spirits floating around the house. Watching horror movies contributed to my 
fear. My oldest brother loved to traumatize me by locking me in dark rooms and 
closets in the upstairs of our big old house. I was scared to go upstairs at night by 
myself, thinking all those ghosts and spirits in the house would get me. Often, I 
had nightmares. 

There were times I would have to be upstairs in the back bedroom all alone at 
night. If I thought I saw or heard something or had a nightmare, I would dash 
down the hall. To save time and to not get grabbed by someone or something I 
thought might be hiding around the corner or in the front bedroom, I would 
jump over the banister and land halfway down the steps. My heart would be 
racing. 

I remember as a youth watching a movie in which a priest taking confession 
reached through the curtain and stabbed the woman to death. From that day on 
when walking up the West Hill at night, I no longer walked near the churches for 
protection, but felt safer walking across the street in the dark shadows by the 
black wrought iron fence along the Perkins’ estate. So that I would not be 
grabbed out of the darkness, I walked on the outer edge of the sidewalk closer to 
the street—sometimes in the street when no cars were coming to have a little 
light from the few streetlights. 

Once in a while, I walked up a sidewalk on the opposite side of the street 
where there were some houses with lights on inside or an occasional porch light 
on, but usually I stayed on my side of the street since those houses looked spooky 


at night. 

Even though I lifted weights and practiced karate as a teen, I was unable to 
overcome my childhood fear of the dark. I camouflaged and suppressed it, but it 
was still there. Only after I gave my life to Jesus Christ at the age of eighteen was 
I set free. 

As a new Christian, I knew I had to face my fear of the dark and the spirit 
beings that had traumatized me. No longer would I be victimized and controlled 
by them. One evening, about 10:00 p.m., I went to my parents’ house when no 
one was there. I decided to go through every room. 

Using only a flashlight, I started in the cool damp basement where I had 
always been told dead bodies were buried behind the back wall. I brushed away 
the cobwebs as I twisted the light bulb into the socket for additional light. I 
walked over to an old wooden door where I thought the bodies were buried 
behind the stone wall and slowly opened it. The doorway was sealed with stones. 

After going through the rest of the basement, I went up to the first floor and 
went into each room. I first entered the living room, then the dining room, then 
my parents’ bedroom and large closet that was always a little frightening, then 
into the kitchen, bathroom and entry room which had a door bolted shut that led 
to the basement and another that led to the back stairway. Then, I went up the 
front stairs to the second floor rooms where I had most of my nightmares as a 
youngster. I walked through each room turning on the lights as I entered. I 
encouraged myself with such scriptural promises as: “God has not given us a 
spirit of fear, but of power and of love and of a sound mind” (2 Timothy 1:7 
NKJV), “I can do all things through Him who strengthens me” (Philippians 4:13) 
and “Greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world” (1 John 4:4). 

Finally, I went up the creaky, narrow steps to the dark attic which often 
contained several bats and dead birds. Whenever I had to go into the attic as a 
youth, my strategy was to stay as close as possible to the attic steps, so I could 
quickly jump down and get out if needed. Not this night though. So as not to get 
a protruding nail in the head, I bent over to go through the low doorway to get to 
the farthest section of the creepy attic. 

Going through the entire house room by room set me free from my childhood 
phobia of the dark. The Lord transformed my life and gave me courage and 
strength to stand alone on numerous occasions and to combat the very forces of 
darkness which I was so afraid of before coming to know Christ. God’s Spirit has 
led me into many dangerous places, including dark jungles to witness to feared 
voodoo witch doctors. 


Scriptures on Courage and Protection 


The following are a few of the many scriptures which have been of great 


encouragement to me. 
Deuteronomy 31:6: 


Be strong and courageous, do not be afraid or in dread of them, for the 
LORD your God is the One who is going with you. He will not desert you 
or abandon you. 


Psalm 27:14: 


Wait for the LORD; be strong and let your heart take courage; yes, wait 
for the LORD. 


Psalm 34:4, 7: 


I sought the LORD, and He answered me, and delivered me from all my 
fears. The angel of the LORD encamps around those who fear Him, and 
rescues them. 

Psalm 46:1: 
God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble. 


Psalm 91:1-2: 


He who dwells in the shelter of the Most High will abide in the shadow 
of the Almighty. I will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my fortress, my 
God, in whom I trust! 


Psalm 121:1-2: 


I will lift up my eyes to the mountains; from where shall my help come? 
My help comes from the LORD, Who made heaven and earth. 


Proverbs 18:10: 


The name of the LORD is a strong tower; the righteous runs into it and is 
safe. 


Matthew 10:28: 


Do not fear those who kill the body but are unable to kill the soul; but 
rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell. 


2 Thessalonians 3:3: 


But the Lord is faithful, and He will strengthen and protect you from the 
evil one. 


2 Corinthians 2:14: 
But thanks be to God, who always leads us in triumph in Christ, and 


manifests through us the sweet aroma of the knowledge of Him in every 
place. 


Delegated Authority 


Gerasene Demoniac 


M ark 5:1-13 gives the following account of Jesus and His disciples’ encounter 
with the Gerasene demoniac: 


They came to the other side of the sea, into the country of the Gerasenes 
[Gadarenes in the NKJV]. When He got out of the boat, immediately a 
man from the tombs with an unclean spirit met Him, and he had his 
dwelling among the tombs. And no one was able to bind him anymore, 
even with a chain; because he had often been bound with shackles and 
chains, and the chains had been torn apart by him and the shackles 
broken in pieces, and no one was strong enough to subdue him. 
Constantly, night and day, he was screaming among the tombs and in 
the mountains, and gashing himself with stones. 


Seeing Jesus from a distance, he ran up and bowed down before Him; 
and shouting with a loud voice, he said, “What business do we have 
with each other, Jesus, Son of the Most High God? I implore You by 
God, do not torment me!” For He had been saying to him, “Come out of 
the man, you unclean spirit!” And He was asking him, “What is your 
name?” And he said to Him, “My name is Legion [a unit of 3,000 — 
6,000 men in the ancient Roman army]; for we are many.” And he 
began to implore Him earnestly not to send them out of the country. 
Now there was a large herd of swine feeding nearby on the mountain. 
The demons implored Him, saying, “Send us into the swine so that we 
may enter them.” Jesus gave them permission. And coming out, the 
unclean spirits entered the swine; and the herd rushed down the steep 
bank into the sea, about two thousand of them; and they were drowned 
in the sea. 


Name of Jesus Not Magic 


I used to watch Dracula movies as a child. When someone held up a cross, the 
vampire cowered in fear. In real life, it is not like that at all. We cannot use a 
cross, Bible or any other religious object as a magic weapon. Objects themselves 
have no power. It is what they represent that has the power. Many people use 
Jesus’ name as though it were a magical word, but Jesus’ name is powerless— 
unless the one using it is submitted to His Lordship and walking in obedience to 
His Word and Spirit. 

As previously mentioned, Scripture tells about the miserable failure of the 
sons of Sceva who attempted exorcisms using the name of Jesus: “But the evil 
spirit responded and said to them, ‘I recognize Jesus, and I know of Paul, but 
who are you?’ And the man in whom was the evil spirit, pounced on them and 
subdued all of them and overpowered them, so that they fled out of that house 
naked and wounded” (Acts 19:15-16). 

The seven sons of Sceva were torn up by one demonized man the way a 
ferocious bobcat would shred your face and body. Someone they anticipated 
would be easy to subdue manifested the supernormal strength of a crazed drug 
addict. 

In contrast, the Apostle Paul’s encounter with the demon-possessed servant 
girl near the city of Philippi turned out much different. He commanded the spirit 
to come out of her in the name of Jesus Christ, and it came out at that very 
moment (Acts 16:18). A word of command was all Paul needed because he had 
delegated authority from the Lord. 


We Are No Match 


The hostile spiritual forces and powers of darkness are not afraid of me. They 
could easily defeat me if I stood up to them alone. However, when I am walking 
in obedience to God’s Word and empowered by His Spirit, I represent Jesus Christ 
—who is omnipotent. That is why I stand in such boldness and confidence. 

When I became a Christian, an exceptionally strong weightlifting friend of 
mine said to me, “I want to go to hell, so I can beat up the devil.” What 
foolishness and delusion to think, no matter how strong and skilled, that we can 
defeat Satan and his forces with physical power. 

2 Corinthians 10:3-4 states: 


For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 
for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely 
powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 


The Apostle Paul’s words remind us of God’s message to Zerubbabel: 


“Not by might nor by power, but by My Spirit,” says the LORD of hosts 
(Zechariah 4:6). 


A high-ranking martial artist with a world record for breaking blocks of ice 
told me that he felt we were heading for a battle between good and evil, and he 
wanted to develop his abilities and train his students to help God triumph over 
Satan. I assured him that Christ will not need any help. 

2 Thessalonians 2:8 says: 


Then that lawless one [Antichrist] will be revealed whom the Lord will 
slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the 
appearance of His coming. 


On our own, we are no match for the devil. Jude 1:9 reveals that not even 
Michael the Archangel, when he disputed with Satan over the body of Moses, 
would accuse him, but rather he said, “The Lord rebuke you.” Apparently, Satan 
has retained much of the power and authority that he had before his fall. 
Nevertheless, he is a defeated foe because of the death and resurrection of Jesus 
Christ. 


The Enemy Will Flee 


When my children were young, my son loved to go into the room of his sister, 
who was three years older, to tease and torment her—as little brothers love to 
do. One night, when she could tolerate it no more, I heard my daughter cry out, 
“Daddy! Daddy! Help me! BJ is bothering me!” As soon as BJ knew I was coming, 
he ran out of her room. That night as I kissed Tabitha good night and prayed 
with her, she said to me, “It’s really neat. All I have to do is call your name, and 
BJ runs away.” I responded, “You know what is even better? When the enemy 
begins to torment us and cause us fear, all we have to do is call for Jesus.” 

I continued, “BJ runs when you call for me because he knows I will protect 
you from him. Since you are God’s child, when you cry out to the Lord, the 
enemy will flee. The Lord will come to your aid and either rescue you or give you 
the strength to stand.” 

James 4:7-8 says: 


Submit therefore to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you. 
Draw near to God and He will draw near to you.... 


1 Peter 5:8-9 admonishes: 


Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour. But resist him, 
firm in your faith.... 


Satan Is Under the Lord’s Control 


As a brand-new Christian, I worked at a quick lube service center. A fellow 
employee frequently agitated me. One day, I was rustproofing the inside trunk of 
a car when he made a smart remark. I picked him up and carried him over to the 
trunk, dropped him in and closed the lid. 

I did not realize he was claustrophobic. He screamed, kicked and beat on the 
trunk lid. After a few minutes, I let him out. He was like a swarm of hornets after 
me—ranting and raving, swinging and kicking wildly. I backpedaled quickly, 
blocking each step of the way as I tried to verbally calm him down. He was 
relentless, so I put my hand on his head to hold him at bay as he flailed away, 
beating the air, unable to touch me. 

That is how it is with Satan. He wants to destroy us, but he is under the 
Lord’s control and can do no more than God allows. Satan rants, raves and seeks 
to destroy and intimidate us. Nonetheless, if we are walking with the Lord, He 
puts His hand on Satan’s head, in a sense, thus setting the limits of how far he 
can go. 

I have respect for the powers of darkness, but I do not fear them in a paranoia, 
controlling type of fear. I have a greater fear, respect and reverence for the God 
of the Bible who is far superior to Satan and the forces of evil. 

Satan is not, as some people think, God’s evil opposite, equal in power. In Job 
2:1, we see he must present himself and give an account to God like all the other 
angels. In biblical accounts of struggles with the devil, they are not contests 
between God and Satan, but rather Satan and his cohorts contending with angels 
and men (Revelation 12:7-9; 1 Thessalonians 2:18). As soon as God enters the 
conflict, Satan is defeated (Jude 1:9; 2 Thessalonians 2:8; Revelation 19:19-21). 
In fact, when it is God’s timing for Satan to be thrown into the abyss for a 
thousand years, it will take only one angel to bind him and throw him in 
(Revelation 20:1-3). 


The Unholy 


Occasionally, I research an occult movie, but not very often because of the 
mental images I have for hours, sometimes days following. Many years ago, I 
viewed a movie entitled The Unholy. It showed a priest at the altar praying when, 
all of sudden, a succubus (a female demon) came to seduce him. She began 
kissing him then unexpectedly ripped out his throat. 


The movie portrayed a human sacrifice and also a scene where the crucifix 
was turned upside down and covered with blood, then burst into flames as the 
body of Christ on the crucifix degraded into a skeleton. In one scene, two priests 
were killed at the altar on the Saturday evening before Easter. One of the priests 
who had died called the current priest on a phone and in a very demonic voice 
said, “I’m waiting for you—in hell.” 

This movie, like so many others of its kind, was a mockery and perversion of 
Christianity. The Unholy conveyed the underlying message that servants of Christ 
are in hell being victimized by Satan. It gave the impression that Satan is more 
powerful than Christ and that Christians are ineffective against him and should 
be intimidated and terrified by him. 

Finally, the priest battled the unholy, which was supposedly Satan’s strongest 
angel. It is not scriptural, but that is Hollywood. So, the priest battles this being 
as various kinds of demonic phenomena occur, and the priest is nailed to a cross. 
The priest was finally set free when God supposedly intervened—but not before 
he was blinded. Once again, giving us the idea that if we, as servants of Christ, 
oppose Satan, he is going to tear us apart. We will be powerless against him, but 
perhaps, eventually, God may help us, but even then, we will lose in some 
significant way. 

God may allow things to happen to us, but it is through His will that they are 
accomplished, not Satan’s. The plan He has for our lives is to make us into the 
person He wants us to be. 


Get a Correct View of Jesus 


Satan would like us to envision Jesus as a mere human being walking around 
the shore of the Sea of Galilee preaching love and peace, while envisioning Satan 
himself as a powerful, supernatural being who performs mighty signs and 
wonders. Then, we would wrongly conclude: “Maybe Satan is more powerful. 
Perhaps he will eventually defeat Jesus.” 

Let us get a correct view of the biblical Jesus. He is the exalted One in John’s 
vision on the Isle of Patmos: 


His head and His hair were white like white wool, like snow; and His 
eyes were like a flame of fire. His feet were like burnished bronze, when 
it has been made to glow in a furnace, and His voice was like the sound 
of many waters. In His right hand He held seven stars, and out of His 
mouth came a sharp two-edged sword; and His face was like the sun 
shining in its strength (Revelation 1:14-16). 


This is the resurrected and glorified Christ whom I serve. He is the One who 


has dominion over all the angelic host and forces of darkness. He has unlimited 
power and majesty. When I am submitted to His lordship, obedient to His Word 
and yielded to His Spirit, then I represent Him and walk in His delegated 
authority and power (Matthew 28:18-20). 

He has delegated some of this authority to those who believe in Him. Jesus 
told the seventy He sent in pairs ahead of Him to every city and place where He 
Himself was going to come: 


Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, 
and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing will injure you. 
Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, 
but rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven (Luke 10:19-20). 


The Apostle Paul stated: 


I pray that the eyes of your heart may be enlightened, so that you will 
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of 
His inheritance in the saints, and what is the surpassing greatness of His 
power toward us who believe. These are in accordance with the working 
of the strength of His might (Ephesians 1:18-19). 


Christs Power Versus Satan’s 


Satan and his demonic cohorts use deception and sensationalism to 


camouflage their inferior and often meaningless displays of power. Most of it is 
pure exhibitionism in phenomena such as levitation, telekinesis, telepathy, 
apparitions and the like. Even supposed healing is of no real benefit—the healing 
does not last or the person often develops an even worse problem in some other 
area of his or her life. In contrast, Christ gives genuine healing instead of 
counterfeit, freedom instead of bondage, courage instead of fear and true joy and 
peace instead of superficial happiness and pleasure. 


Body, Mind and Spirit 


Being far inferior in power, Satan cannot contend with God. So, he targets 
God’s creation and endeavors to corrupt every human being. In that way, Satan 
can say, “Look at Your creation and what they are doing to themselves. Those are 
Your people who are supposed to be conformed to Your image, but they are 
being conformed to my image. They are prostituting and destroying their bodies, 
minds and spirits.” In some twisted way, Satan gets pleasure out of mocking God 
through His creation. 

Satan wants to destroy our bodies and mock God through tempting us to live 
a self-gratifying and self-destructive lifestyle. 

As believers in Christ, we must not yield our physical bodies (temples of the 
Holy Spirit) to sin and unrighteousness. Our bodies should be “living sacrifices”— 
totally committed to the Lord in every aspect for His honor and glory (1 
Corinthians 6:19-20; Romans 12:1). 

Satan attempts to corrupt our minds and fill them with every perversion 
imaginable, so our thoughts and attitudes are conformed to his image. 

Mentally, we are to be transformed by the renewing of our minds—taking 
captive every thought to make it obedient to Christ and having the “mind of 
Christ” (Romans 12:2; 2 Corinthians 10:5; 1 Corinthians 2:16); and thinking 
about and dwelling on that which is true, honorable, right, pure, lovely and 
praiseworthy (Philippians 4:8). Our minds are the spiritual battlegrounds, so we 


must always keep them on guard. We must not fill them with trash or put them 
in a passive, neutral, nonresistant mental state where we could be susceptible to 
deception and manipulation. 

Satan desires us to manifest emotions of hate, pride and lust which reflect his 
rebellious nature. 

Emotionally, we must not allow negative and destructive feelings such as 
worry, fear, jealousy, bitterness, hate, revenge, greed, impatience and pride to 
dominate our lives. Instead, they must be replaced with the fruit of the Spirit 
which is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness 
and self-control (Galatians 5:22-23). By an act of our will and of our own 
volition, we can choose to resist fulfilling the lusts of the flesh and, instead, be 
led by the Spirit, resulting in inner peace and emotional health. 

Satan seeks to make us spiritual prostitutes by making someone or 
something else god in our lives. He strives to make us unfaithful to our Creator 
and seduce us into false religion and counterfeit spiritual experiences. 

Spiritually, we are created in God’s image and are to be conformed to the 
image of Jesus Christ (Romans 8:29), filled with and walking in the Spirit, 
producing the fruit of the Spirit and manifesting gifts of the Spirit (Galatians 
5:16, 22-23; Romans 12:6-8; 1 Corinthians 12 and 14). We must not allow 
anyone or anything other than our Creator to be God in our lives. May our “spirit 
and soul and body be preserved complete, without blame at the coming of our 
Lord Jesus Christ.” (1 Thessalonians 5:23). May our thoughts, attitudes, 
emotions, desires, goals, dreams, visions, motives of our hearts, words of our 
mouths, behaviors and lifestyles honor the Lord and reflect His character. May 
our passion be to wholeheartedly serve the Lord, our whole life and with our whole 
being. 


The Discipline of Daniel 


Daniel lived in a pagan, idolatrous, and occult society, yet he stayed true to 
the God of the Bible. At times, the Babylonian sorcerers thought he was 
exercising the same powers they were, but Daniel walked in obedience and 
commitment to the God of the Bible. 

Daniel made a decision not to defile himself with the king’s choice food or 
wine (Daniel 1:8). He honored the Lord with his physical body. He also did not 
fill his mind with or rely on sorcery and occultism (Daniel 2). Finally, he made a 
commitment to pray three times a day—even though it could cost him his life 
(Daniel 6). He honored the Lord spiritually. 

God greatly blessed Daniel because he honored and obeyed Him with every 
aspect of his life, physically, mentally and spiritually. He was healthier than 
those who ate the king’s choice food. When the magicians, conjurers and 


sorcerers could not tell Nebuchadnezzar his dream or the interpretation, Daniel 
could. God protected Daniel from certain death in the lions’ den and greatly 
exalted him. 


Christ’s Superior Power 


I am sure everyone has encountered or been victimized by a bully sometime 
in their lives. Bullies enjoy pushing people around, showing off and bragging 
about how tough they are. In reality, they are seeking attention to conceal their 
insecurity and inferiority complex. I discovered at a young age not to be afraid of 
the big mouths and show-offs—what they could do is obvious. However, I 
learned to respect the tough, quiet, confident guys. They knew what they could 
do but did not have to prove it or boast about it. When necessary or when they 
were pushed too far, I saw many of them explode with tremendous power. 

The same is true in the spiritual realm. Satan is a bully and a show-off. He 
likes to demonstrate his power to impress and intimidate people. He knows that 
he is in every way inferior to Christ. Deluded by pride, he may actually believe 
that he will somehow win in his rebellion against God, but Scripture reveals that 
his time is short and discloses what his final destiny will be. 

In addition to a much brighter and more promising eternal future, we also 
have far superior power through Jesus Christ. We do not have to show off or 
prove it. When we do encounter the forces of darkness, we can experience the 
reality of the exceedingly greater power of Christ. 

A high-ranking martial artist, who performed several phenomenal physical 
feats, had a countenance that intimidated people. Upset with me for writing a 
booklet on why I quit karate, he called late one night to threaten me. A few days 
later, he unexpectedly walked into my ministry center with another huge man, 
the county sheriff. Tracy, my young receptionist, was terrified by his demeanor. 
He sat in my office telling me about some of his displays of power, thinking he 
was impressing and intimidating me. In my mind, I asked the Lord for wisdom 
and boldness. 

After he had talked for about ten minutes concerning the stunning feats he 
could do, I interrupted and said, “Let me tell you something. This building you 
are sitting in is a miracle. God moved in an incredible way in giving us this land 
and providing this ministry center. During those 10 years, we sponsored special 
outdoor outreaches on this property and were never rained out. This God I serve 
has intervened and protected me on numerous occasions when I should have 
been killed. He has always met our needs and has been faithful to fulfill 
everything He has led us to do.” 

I described other miraculous interventions the resurrected Christ had done in 
my life and ministry. This man became very subdued. It reminded me of the way 


Belshazzar’s face grew pale and his knees began knocking when God’s hand 
appeared and began to write on the wall (Daniel 5:5-6). The change in this 
person’s face and countenance was clearly visible. Years later, I would put my 
hands on his chest and tell him that he needs to give his heart to Jesus Christ. He 
concurred. I hope it was genuine because I never saw him alive again. 

The Spirit of God within us is greater than any human or hostile spiritual 
power. We need not cower in fear before any man or demonic being. 

Deuteronomy 10:14, 17 proclaims: 


Behold, to the LORD your God belong heaven and the highest heavens, 
the earth and all that is in it. For the LORD your God is the God of gods 
and the Lord of lords, the great, the mighty, and the awesome God.... 


Inferior to God’s Power 


Throughout Scripture, we discover that Satan and his cohorts have some 
power, but it is far inferior to the awesome power of God. Pharaoh’s magicians 
were able to mimic some of the miracles God performed through Moses. They 
could turn water into blood (Exodus 7:14-25) and cause frogs to multiply (Exodus 
8:1-7). They were also able to turn their staffs into serpents, but Aaron’s staff/ 
serpent swallowed up theirs (Exodus 7:10-13). Following God’s plague of gnats in 
Egypt (Exodus 8:16-17), Scripture states: 


The magicians [soothsayer priests] tried with their secret arts to bring 
forth gnats, but they could not; so there were gnats on man and beast. 
Then the magicians said to Pharaoh, “This is the finger of God” (Exodus 
8:18-19). 


The magicians had power from Satan, but it was inferior to that which God 
manifested through Moses and Aaron. 
Moses records the Lord’s proclamation in Deuteronomy 32:39: 


See now that I, I am He, and there is no god besides Me; it is I who put 
to death and give life. I have wounded and it is I who heal, and there is 
no one who can deliver from My hand. 


Isaiah records God’s sarcasm concerning the futility of sorcery and the 
impending fall of Babylon: 


You felt secure in your wickedness and said, “No one sees me,” your 
wisdom and your knowledge, they have deluded you; for you have said 


in your heart, “I am, and there is no one besides me.” But evil will come 
on you which you will not know how to charm away; and disaster will 
fall on you for which you cannot atone; and destruction about which 
you do not know will come on you suddenly. 


Stand fast now in your spells and in your many sorceries with which 
you have labored from your youth...let now the astrologers, those who 
prophesy by the stars, those who predict by the new moons, stand up 
and save you from what will come upon you. Behold, they have become 
like stubble, fire burns them; they cannot deliver themselves from the 
power of the flame... (Isaiah 47:10-14). 


In the Bible, there was a contest between Elijah and the prophets of Baal (1 
Kings 18). This showdown begins when Ahab, who has been searching for Elijah, 
says to him, “Is this you, you troubler of Israel?” (1 Kings 18:17). Elijah responds, 
“I have not troubled Israel, but you and your father’s house have, because you 
have forsaken the commandments of the LORD and you have followed the Baals” 
(1 Kings 18:18). One prophet of God defeated 450 priests of Baal (1 Kings 
18:19-40). God’s power manifested through Elijah proved far greater than that of 
Satan’s with hundreds of prophets of Baal. 

Although the magicians of Egypt and all its wise men could not interpret 
Pharaoh’s dream, God enabled Joseph to explain it (Genesis 41:8-36). 

We see God’s superior power revealed in Daniel, who was able to make 
known King Nebuchadnezzar’s dream and give the interpretation, when the 
magicians, conjurers and sorcerers were not able to (Daniel 2:1-49). 

Simon the magician amazed the people with his occult powers, but Simon 
was even more amazed by the power of Christ which was manifest through Philip 
as he preached the Gospel (Acts 8:9-24). 

Elymas the magician, who was a sorcerer and a false prophet, opposed Paul 
and Barnabas as they proclaimed the Word of God and tried to turn the proconsul 
away from the faith. Paul, filled with the Holy Spirit, pronounced that Elymas 
would be blind for a time for not ceasing to make crooked the straight ways of 
the Lord. When the proconsul saw what had happened, he believed, for he was 
amazed at the teaching of the Lord (Acts 13:6-12). 

Scripture reveals that the Antichrist and False Prophet will be able to perform 
counterfeit miracles, signs and wonders (2 Thessalonians 2:9; Revelation 
13:13-14) but will be destroyed by the appearance of Christ’s coming (2 
Thessalonians 2:8). 

The Bible leaves no doubt concerning the incredible magnitude and exceeding 
greatness of God’s mighty power “which He brought about in Christ, when He 
raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand in the heavenly 


places, far above all rule and authority and power and dominion, and every name 
that is named, not only in this age but also in the one to come” (Ephesians 
1:20-21). 


Among the Enemy 


Throughout the years, God has protected me and my family in numerous 
ways and on many occasions. A few of these true-life accounts, such as God’s 
protection from the two men with machetes and the man with a lead pipe, are 
spread throughout the pages of this book, while others are interspersed in several 
of my other books. 

While ministering in southern California one October, I had the opportunity 
to take some friends with me to do evangelism ministry at two of the leading 
New Age and occult centers in the country. Both were located in Encinitas, a city 
that was a New Age, Eastern mystical and occult Mecca. 

Ed, who had attended one of my speaking engagements, set up an impromptu 
outreach speaking to mystics and occultists and then debating them on a college 
campus in Encinitas. However, no one showed up to accept that challenge. Two 
days before Halloween, Ed went with me to a Haunted Psychic Fair to pass out 
my audio messages and tracts. We had opportunities to share with Wiccans, 
witches, wizards, trance channelers and many other occult participants. 

On October 31st, Ed and I attended the Halloween celebration at the Self 
Realization Institute. Over 10,000 children and parents participated. The 
highlight was a special occult “blessing” for all the children. We passed out many 
of my books, audio messages and pamphlets; very few people turned them down. 
Then, as we were leaving, we met and shared with a very receptive wizard. 

The Lord protected and empowered us as we went on the “enemy’s turf” to 
share the light of the Gospel with many occultists. We pray that seeds were 
planted, eyes were opened, hearts were changed and captives were set free. 


A Medium and a Witch 


I went to hear a woman who was a spiritualist medium (trance channeler) 
speak at an area mansion that was, at the time, being used for occult activities. 
Dorothy claimed to believe the Bible was the Word of God, but she misquoted 
several Bible verses to back up her erroneous beliefs and substantiate her 
communication with familiar spirits and spirits of the dead. After she finished 
speaking, I asked for an interview to which she enthusiastically agreed. 

The interview was going well until I suggested, “Let’s examine the scriptures 
you quoted and see what they really say in context.” Because her twisting of 
Scripture was exposed, Dorothy became irate and said, “I don’t believe the Bible 


anyway; it is full of errors; it is all mythology.” She confiscated the interview 
recording and threatened to “wipe out” my ministry. She is now deceased while 
the ministry continues to touch lives for Christ throughout the world. 

After the interview that night, I was surrounded by about 20 aggressive 
followers of hers who were firing one hostile comment at me after the other and 
asking rapid-fire questions. Taumy, a self-styled witch, was at that meeting and 
witnessed the interview with the spiritualist medium. She called me a couple 
days later and said she was so impressed with what I had to say about Jesus 
Christ and the Bible that some of them wanted to start a Bible study. I told them 
to begin with the Gospel of John. 

Taumy and I were scheduled to have a debate at the ministry center on 
Halloween evening. The building was packed, but at the last minute, she backed 
down and decided not to come. So, I did a lecture on the occult and spiritual 
warfare. A few years later, Taumy called me from Indiana to say she misses our 
discussions and that she has never met another minister like me who she could 
talk to. She requested that Karen and I stop and visit her when traveling through 
Indiana. 


Metaphysics and Occultism 


On another occasion, Bob, a self-proclaimed “Christian” prophet (a false 
prophet like Balaam), teamed up with the area’s leading occultist, Bill, in an 
attempt to destroy me and my ministry. 

Two men were walking around Bill’s mansion (used for occult rituals) praying 
and identifying the owner as a satanist. Because of this, Bob concocted a 
diabolical plot to falsely accuse me of influencing them to do so and convinced a 
leading occultist to devastate me on radio. In reality, I was the one who had 
warned these two men to stop what they were doing because it was both 
inaccurate and wrong. I told them that Bill is not a satanist, but an occultist, and, 
if they had something to say, to say it to his face. 

Nonetheless, Bob threatened that unless I debated this leading occultist on 
radio, Bill was going to sue me. So, I went to the mansion with a couple of staff 
members to meet with this Bill and gloating Bob. We had a cordial two-hour 
meeting with Bill. He told us he was a metaphysician and gave the following 
definition of metaphysical: “the learning process of trying to find out about your 
universe above and beyond the five senses and the physical.” I then read him a 
definition from The New Steinerbooks Dictionary of the Paranormal. Thinking it was 
the definition for metaphysical, he heartily agreed that it applied to him. Then, I 
informed him it was actually the definition for the word occultism to which he 
then acknowledged that he was an occultist since he is into meditation, astral 
projection, telekinesis, telepathy, palmistry, astrology, astronomy, crystal power, 


pyramid power, tarot cards, tea leaf reading, iridology, reflexology and automatic 
writing. He said he does not do trance channeling during which he is completely 
controlled by the entity, but only does conscious channeling, where he is awake 
and in control as the entity only takes over his vocal cords. 

I asked him to describe the entity he is in contact with. He was not sure but 
said it could be space people, demons who rebelled with Satan or souls of the 
dead. He added that demons can be created by hate, lust and greed. He said he 
used the Lord’s Prayer, the 23rd Psalm and Om chants to build power to convince 
a demon about love and to cast it out. Other people were needed to help him 
increase his power over this demon. 

Bill enjoys the power of what he can do and much pride is evidenced at his 
accomplishments. He mixed Jesus and the Bible in with his “theology” but rejects 
the Bible’s warning about what he is into. He feels that those who do not agree in 
a one-world system should be, and will be, removed from this planet, so it can 
evolve to a higher and better plane of existence. 

The outcome of this two-hour meeting was a tremendous opportunity for us 
to share Christ with a leading occultist who was very receptive. Being 
appreciative that I corrected the two men about his being a satanist and realizing 
I knew more about the occult than he anticipated, he declined to debate me on 
radio. His wife called a few hours later and said that Bill really enjoyed talking to 
me and wanted me to come back. 

Bob, the false prophet, continued his errant ways until he died at a young age 
of ALS (Lou Gehrig’s Disease). Bill, the occultist, also passed away not long 
thereafter. My hope is that they both truly repented and turned to the Lord. 


Eastern Mysticism and Satanism 


We were asked by an area adoption agency to take Melvin, age 16, as a 
temporary foster son because no one else would. He seemed to be the perfect 
foster child. Karen and I loved him, our daughter and son loved him, and 
everything seemed to be going well with him living with us. My wife and I were 
even thinking about adopting him. A couple weeks before Christmas, Melvin ran 
away for no apparent reason, and we were deeply hurt. 

Almost a year of prayer and wondering passed. During this time, we learned 
he had been deeply involved in hard rock music, Eastern mysticism and satanism. 
Then one evening in September, we received a collect call from Melvin. In a 
shaky voice, he related his past year. He had gone to Kansas and lived with a 
friend. He went deeper into Satan worship and Eastern mysticism, having out of 
the body experiences (astral projection) during meditation. But now, he had 
given his life to Christ. Then, he said, “Bill, I love you and your family and have 
to explain why I left. I am so sorry for what Satan forced me to do and thought 


you could never forgive me.” I said, “Melvin, no matter what it was, I will forgive 
you.” 

Finally, after 15 minutes of convincing him that it was all right to tell me, so 
we could go on, he said, “A voice told me to molest your daughter (age 6). I was 
going to do it one day when you and Karen were gone for a brief time. I went up 
to her bedroom, however, you unexpectedly returned. It was then I knew that 
God was stronger than Satan and would not let me do that terrible evil. I realized 
that the Christ in you and your family was more powerful, so I packed my bags 
and left.” He said he was sorry for the evil he was going to do and asked me to 
forgive him. I told him I forgave him and that we still loved him. He cried, and 
we made plans to see each other sometime in the future. 

After Melvin and I were done talking, I shared our conversation with my wife 
and children. We thanked the Lord for His protection in our lives once again and 
that Melvin came to the Lord. That was the last time we ever heard from Melvin. 


Bizarre Notes and Paraphernalia 


The day after I was on Bob Larson’s Talk Back radio program being 
interviewed about the martial arts and why I quit, a young man involved in 
satanism left bizarre notes and paraphernalia around our ministry center. 

We did not know who was doing it or why, so we prayed for a wall of 
protection around our property. God did protect us because he never crossed our 
property line. He would leave bizarre notes and paraphernalia right at the edge: 
first down by our cross at the end of the fence and then by the gate closer to the 
ministry center, but he never stepped onto our property. 

Soon afterward, he was arrested for desecrating two stores and several 
churches. The newspaper reported that he blew up a German Shepherd dog with 
M-80s (large, powerful fireworks). 


Conversion of a Voodoo Witch Doctor 


l the midst of coup attempts, embargoes, political upheaval, excessive poverty 


and oppression from voodoo, God’s Spirit still moved in a powerful way. The 
following are highlights of an encounter with a voodoo witch doctor, including 
details supplied by other eyewitnesses. These well-documented experiences 
occurred during five mission trips to Haiti. 

Bettie, the director of Mission Possible in Haiti, said he was known to be the 
meanest man in the community and a killing machine through his voodoo 
potions. His name was Jacques, a feared voodoo priest (more popularly known as 
the witch doctor). I met him in Haiti during my first outreach there. He was 
living with a woman near the Mission Possible compound. 

Except for what Leila, my interpreter who was serving as a missionary in 
Haiti, told me, I knew little about Jacques when we first met in 1991. Leila told 
me that, a few years earlier, Jacques had been preparing to sacrifice a baby when 
she intervened and rescued the child from his arms. 

Another account involved Idelette, a beautiful Haitian girl, who worked at the 
mission compound. Her mother was deeply involved in voodoo with her 
boyfriend Jacques, the witch doctor. So, she was quite upset that Idelette was 
working at a Christian mission where she would reveal Jacques’ voodoo secrets 
which greatly angered him. 


Jacques, a Feared Voodoo Priest 


One day, those at Mission Possible heard awful blood-curdling screams and 
voodoo drums. Some of the missionaries looked over the mission compound wall 
and saw that Jacques had tied up Idelette, naked, to a chair and was beating her 
and using hot charcoal to burn the religious spirit out of her. He cut her head 
with a machete and tried to force her to drink a cup of animal blood and 
denounce Jesus. She would not denounce Him! 

I asked why they did not intervene. I was told that it was unlawful to 
interfere with a voodoo ceremony, and they were afraid the voodoo practitioners 
would come and machete everyone to death in the mission compound. 


Again, I was hearing firsthand about the paralyzing power of darkness. Yet, 
through Scripture and years of personal experience, I knew that the power of God 
is greater. The awesome, transforming power of God is what this story is all 
about. 

Jacques and I met for only an hour that day (by the mission compound gate 
because the missionaries and workers did not want him on the mission 
compound), but it was enough to plant the seeds of God’s powerful truth in 
Jacques’ heart. I asked probing questions about voodoo; he remained elusive. So, 
I turned instead to sharing my testimony of how God changed my life. 

I felt great compassion for him from the Lord. God’s Spirit was leading me to 
share the love of Christ gently with him rather than to come on too strong. So, I 
said it in love, but it was bold. I declared to him that the spirits which gave him 
power and information were not gods but demons. I warned him that when the 
spirits, which he thought he controlled, had no more use for him, they would 
discard him like garbage. “When they do,” I said, “the only One who is powerful 
enough to help you is Jesus Christ. So call on Him!” Jacques said he was not 
ready to give his life to Christ, but he did want me to pray for him. 

The seeds of truth were planted. During the following two years, they were 
watered by Bettie, who greeted Jacques with “Jesus loves you!” whenever they 
met. The Lord was working on Jacques’ hardened heart to the point that, when 
Bettie told him I was coming back to Haiti, he got excited! During this second 
outreach to Haiti, a team of seven people came with me. We spoke at several 
churches and schools, including remote mountain schools that few missionaries 
ever get to. We ministered hut to hut in several villages and delivered thousands 
of pounds of food to many mountain communities. 

Shortly after I arrived, Jacques came to the mission compound at night to see 
me. Voodooists will usually not let you take a photo of them. They believe the 
image is a reflection of them and whatever is done in the ritual to the picture 
(such as stabbing it or binding it with rope) will happen in reality. I knew the 
Lord was working in Jacques’ life when he gave me permission to take a photo of 
him with a cross around his neck which Bob had just given to him. 

The next day, I went to Jacques’ hut with several team members. We stood 
face to face talking as Rosemond, the interpreter, stood beside us. Jacques 
towered over me by almost a foot. I shared with him from Revelation 20:11-15 
that, unless he gave his life to Jesus Christ and his name was written in the Book 
of Life, he would be separated from God’s presence for eternity. 

After sharing for a little while longer, I told him I would come back the same 
time tomorrow, and we would have a Bible study together. I did not want to push 
him too fast, but he called me back to pray. I believe he had cast many spells on 
me during the past two years, but when he saw they were ineffective and that I 
had love and courage from the Lord, he wanted to know the God I served. During 
the prayer, I mentioned the power of Christ being greater than the power of 


voodoo and renounced Jacques’ past voodoo involvement—all of which he 
sincerely repeated after me. 

By this time, Jacques’ hut was surrounded by people who were peering in— 
some of the men had hateful glares on their faces. 

During this whole ordeal, I was focused on Jacques and aware of little else. 
Things were unfolding so quickly and happening spontaneously as some team 
members were praying and others were playing with the children to keep them 
occupied. My wife later told me that she started to pray outside the hut when 
suddenly a strong evil presence almost knocked her over. She started to quote 
Scripture, and a peace came over her. She prayed a hedge of protection around 
the hut and all of us. 

Jacques led me into an inner room of his hut where all his voodoo items were 
kept. He lit a candle in this dark room and began to gather all the voodoo 
pictures, fetishes, leaves and other items to burn. The Spirit of God was so 
powerful in that little room that I said to the others, “Get on your knees.” 
Simultaneously, Jacques, Rosemond, two team members and I fell to our knees as 
I prayed a prayer to dedicate Jacques’ hut to the Lord. 

Jacques was gathering up the voodoo items and taking them outside to burn. 
By now, almost 100 villagers were gathered outside the hut. Jacques went back 
in his hut and even brought out the stand his voodoo materials were on. 
Rosemond got some dried grass and found a neighbor with a lighter and burned 
them. 

Jacques went back in the hut and dug up some bottles. An inverted cross in 
his yard was burned. Jacques even pulled out an aloe vera plant he used for 
herbal medicine and spells and cast it into the fire. This was the appointed time 
for Jacques’ conversion. 

I have never felt God’s power so great. It was like a chapter out of the book of 
Acts. Through the interpreter, I said to the people gathered in a large circle 
around the burning voodoo items near Jacques’ hut, “You may want to know 
what has happened this day. The God who created the heavens and the earth has 
revealed Himself to Jacques, and Jacques has given Him his life.” 

My daughter and another female team member saw two men with machetes 
and one man with a lead pipe run over. Their nostrils flared and their eyes were 
inflamed with rage and hatred. I am sure Satan’s plan was for them to kill me, 
the interpreter and Jacques, and thereby put an end to all of this, but God 
protected us. Besides, His presence was so real that I had no fear at all. 

After finishing my message and sharing the truth and reality of Christ and 
their need to accept Him, I said, “All who want to have the courage Jacques had 
to accept Christ, raise your hand.” I raised mine and so did all of my team 
members, as well as most of the women, all of the children and some of the men. 
But still, many men stood there with anger in their eyes. 

I knew Jacques might be greatly persecuted or even killed, so I told the 


people that I would hold a Bible study the next day at the same time. I went to 
the two meanest looking men and said that I hoped they would come. They said 
they would. 

Bettie later told me that the whole village and community were talking about 
it. Later that night, Jacques came to the mission compound on his own and 
joined in the singing. Everyone at the mission compound praised and thanked the 
Lord for the tangible miracle He brought through Jacques that day. 

The next day, we went to Jacques’ hut and had a Bible study. It went well. 
Pastor Boisrond of the Salvation Army who interpreted for me said he would help 
disciple Jacques when I returned to the U.S. After Bible study, I had our group 
split into three teams, each group with its own interpreter. We went into the 
nearby villages to minister and all had great experiences. 

Jacques told us that God began dealing with his heart two years ago after I 
initially talked to him. Then, when I came back to Haiti, he made his final 
decision to give his life to Christ when he burned everything. Bettie said this was 
the greatest miracle they had seen that year. 

We learned that, several days earlier, Jacques had been given thirty-five 
dollars to perform a voodoo ceremony for someone. Nevertheless, when he 
converted, he said he would not do it and that he would pay back the thirty-five 
dollars. 

A fax from Bettie to the Mission Possible headquarters in Florida titled, 
“Witch Doctor Saved In Haiti,” stated: 


The air was thick and heavy as the bonfire burned brightly behind the 
compound. The gods of voodoo were being burned up. For miles 
around, people were talking and gathering toward the site of the fire. 
He’s been converted! After hearing this report of the dreaded witch 
doctor Jacques Innocent, some came to the place with great joy, others 
with machetes. What a miracle! 


The last time Bill Rudge was here was two years ago. At that time he 
asked me to get him an interview with the witch doctor who sometimes 
tried to torment us. This man had been known to be vicious, even a 
killer. Bill asked him some questions, told him that he loved him and so 
did Jesus and that he would pray for him. From that time on when I 
would see him, I would stop and greet him. Sometimes he would 
respond, other times not. 


When Bill came back this week, along with a group, he asked to see 
Jacques again, so I arranged it. When they met again, Bill talked to him 
about the Lord. He accepted Jesus with tears of joy. Jacques 


remembered the man who took time for him. He said that God had been 
working on him since that time. 


The bonfire was his statement to the community that he had made his 
choice. He burned cards, jugs of potions, beads, feathers and pictures. 
The last thing to go was an aloe plant in his yard. He used it for the 
basis of his potions. When all the things were burned, the power of God 
was awesome. When our Haitian helpers heard the news, they danced in 
the kitchen singing, “Jacques is converted! Jacques is converted!” 


Jacques stated the following while sharing his testimony in a nearby village: 


“If there are any of you who do not know me, it is because you have not 
been here long. This was my district as a witch doctor. You looked to 
me as your god, but I am here to tell you that I am not your god.” Then 
he pointed his hand toward heaven and said: “My God and your God is 
up there.” He proceeded to share what happened to him and how his 
conversion has affected his life. 


Right after his testimony at one of the villages, a man came up and said that 
he wanted what Jacques had. Not long thereafter, when the Gospel was shared 
with Jacques’ mother, she responded by indicating that she wanted what Jacques 
had as she had observed the change in her son. 

One of the men who had a machete and wanted to kill us during Jacques’ 
conversion became a believer in Christ after several years of watching the change 
in Jacques’ life. I have no doubt that Jacques’ conversion has touched many lives 
in Haiti and there will be many Haitians in heaven as a result. 

During my fifth outreach to Haiti, more than ten years after Jacques’ 
conversion, Bruce Lozier was one of the team members who went with me. It was 
a powerful trip in the midst of much turmoil and danger during which Jacques 
traveled with us to minister. Bruce writes: 


During Jacques’ testimony, he told of some dreams that he had. One 
was before he came to know the Lord and one he had after coming to 
know the Lord as Savior. The first dream was that a white missionary 
was going to come to share the good news of Jesus Christ with him. In 
the dream, he was told that if he did not accept Jesus as Lord he would 
soon die. One day this dream was fulfilled when the Bill Rudge Ministry 
team returned to Haiti and Bill had the blessed opportunity to lead 
Jacques to Jesus Christ. This was the beginning of a lifelong friendship 
between these two men as well. 


The second dream that Jacques shared was that Satan came to him and 
told him that he was going to make him a very wealthy man, but first 
he had to denounce Christ and serve Satan. As proof of his allegiance to 
Satan, he had to thrust his hand through a dark hole. Jacques refused 
and his response was that he was through with all of that and he said, “I 
serve Jesus now.” 


I had heard many stories about Jacques before coming to Haiti and I 
was elated to get to know him and hear him give his testimony. I was 
greatly encouraged to see how God turned this man’s life around. 


Following his conversion, Jacques endured much suffering for the name of 
Christ and faced many struggles and difficulties, but could not deny the truth of 
God’s Word and the love and power of Christ, which are greater than anything he 
had known before. 

Elage Estime, who now directs a ministry in Haiti with his wife, shares a bit 
of his story: 


As a young child in Haiti, I spent a lot of time with missionaries. 
Mission Possible hosted many mission teams and Bill Rudge Ministries 
was one of those teams. This team was so important to me. They were a 
good model of what a missionary is. I remember the way they served 
and witnessed in the community. Even the local voodoo priest was 
converted. 


I watched how they sacrificed, even giving some of the clothes they 
were wearing to the locals. Their son, BJ, was my good friend. I have 
never forgotten the many ways BJ helped me as we spent time together 
doing ministry and playing soccer. The Rudges offered themselves in so 
many ways. The seeds they sowed changed my life. 


Idelette's Dying Prayer 


O.. day, with my team and our interpreter, we walked through a small 
village in Haiti which we had previously visited. I saw a woman, Chalesia 
Similien, sitting by her hut preparing food and felt led to share the Gospel with 
her. At first, Chalesia’s face was hard, and when answering questions, the tone in 
her voice was harsh. She listened but was hesitant to make a commitment to 
Christ just as she had been when I shared with her a year earlier. 

Shirley Hofius, a female team member, sensing Chalesia’s fear and hesitancy, 
said to her that she too had been fearful before giving her life to Christ and that 
it was normal for people to feel this way. I shared with Chalesia a few more 
minutes and then asked if she was ready to give her life to Christ, and she 
indicated that she was. 

We all stood in a circle as some people from the village joined us. I led a 
prayer for salvation, which Chalesia repeated in Creole. Shirley glanced up at 
Chalesia during the prayer and said she saw her face being transformed from a 
hardened look to one that was glowing. After the prayer, Chalesia was all smiles 
and her eyes were bright with joy. 

We learned a few days after Chalesia’s conversion who she was. She was 
Idelette’s mother. Idelette was a beautiful Haitian girl who was dedicated from 
birth by her mother to voodoo. After coming to faith in Jesus Christ, Idelette was 
tortured by Jacques, a voodoo witch doctor who later became a Christian. 
Idelette was tied to a chair, beaten and burned with hot charcoal by Jacques who 
was trying to get the religious spirit out of her. He cut her head with a machete 
and tried to force her to drink a cup of animal blood and renounce Jesus, but she 
would not renounce her new-found faith in Christ. 

Idelette died from AIDS (though not because of sexual impurity) as a young 
woman in 1994. Think about the wonderful grace of God! Her dying prayer was 
that her mother, Chalesia, would give her life to Christ. During our 1995 
outreach to Haiti, our team was honored and blessed to have been used by God 
to answer Idelette’s prayer through Chalesia’s conversion. 

A few days after Chalesia’s conversion, she and Jacques and many disciples 
from the Mission Possible school came to the compound to be baptized in the 
ocean. Rosemond interpreted as I baptized many of the Haitians. During the 


baptisms, the presence of God was overwhelming. One young Haitian man 
walking on the beach was so awed by what was happening that he gave his life 
to Christ, and I baptized him also. 

I asked Jacques if he would marry Chalesia, and he said he would. But when I 
asked Chalesia, she was hesitant. None of us could understand her hesitation, 
until she told us through an interpreter, “He never asked me.” The women on our 
team quickly realized that Chalesia desired Jacques to propose to her. “It formed 
a kindred spirit among the women, Haitian and American, because all women 
want to be romanced,” said team member Sherry Graban. 

We men coached Jacques on how to propose. He got down on one knee and 
asked Chalesia to marry him. She smilingly accepted. 

Bettie Snyder, director of Mission Possible, wanted Chalesia and Jacques to 
get married while we were there, but they wanted to wait till the hut was 
finished and everything was prepared for a traditional Haitian wedding. They 
wanted me to come back and marry them in a few months, but I told them a 
Haitian pastor could do the wedding because I would be ministering in Paraguay 
at that time. Team members, Bob and Toni, agreed to come back for the 
wedding. 

Shortly before we were to leave for the airport to return home, Chalesia and 
Jacques came to the compound to have a Bible study with the Haitian group. 
God’s timing is perfect. Rosemond was there to interpret. Sherry shared with 
them on 1 Corinthians 6:9-11, then Rosemond talked to both Chalesia and 
Jacques very bluntly about how living together outside of marriage brings 
dishonor to God. I shared that because of their testimony of baptism, it was 
important they did not just live together but should get married. I asked them if 
they wanted to be married right then and there. They made the decision for me 
to marry them in God’s eyes and to have a Haitian wedding later. 

Toni was Chalesia’s bridesmaid and Bob was Jacques’ best man as I 
performed an impromptu wedding. Bob and Toni gave them their own wedding 
rings. Everyone was excited to see how the Lord brought all this about. 

As a Haitian custom, the two of them had a wedding for their family and 
friends when Bob and Toni returned five months later in October of 1995. The 
following are highlights of that trip written by Toni: 


On October 14, 1995, Jacques and Chalesia were married according to 
Haitian customs. Bill had married them legally in May, and Bob and I 
promised we would return to Haiti to stand up for them again. It was 
important to both of them that a Haitian wedding occur for their family 
and friends. Bob was Jacques’ paraine, best man, and I was Chalesia’s 
maraine, maid of honor. 


On Friday evening we attended a service at Jacques’ home, located on 
top of a mountain. Many villagers were gathered around. Our only light 
was a candle flickering on the table. A pastor from the church was there 
to lead. Between the singing of songs, he read from the Bible several 
times. The Haitians love to sing. At any moment in the service when 
they were moved in their spirit to sing a song, they would step forward 
and do so. This part of the service lasted a long time. 


Jacques spoke. He told us his testimony and shared how his life had 
changed. Then Chalesia spoke. Her testimony was very emotional. She 
had not wanted Jacques to become a Christian, but now, because of 
how God has changed Jacques, she is very happy. 


Chalesia also spoke about her daughter, Idelette, who slowly died of 
AIDS. During the time she suffered from the effects of the disease, 
Idelette begged her mother to come to the Lord. Chalesia wept very 
loud as she told of how she repeatedly rejected her daughter’s message 
of hope through Christ and refused God’s free gift of salvation. When 
Idelette died Chalesia had still not come to faith in Jesus. Chalesia said 
she was happy to be a Christian now and that her daughter Idelette 
would be very happy. 


Chalesia had a beautiful white gown with sequins on the front. Its train 
was very long and full. She wore a headpiece and carried a bouquet. 
Jacques wore a grey suit and white gloves. 


We got into the van and headed toward the church. The chauffeur 
happily blew the horn. About half-way there, Chalesia started to wail. 
Her cries were haunting. I didn’t have a clue as to what was wrong or 
what I should do. I looked at Jacques and he was grinning from ear to 
ear. Later I was told that it is a Haitian custom to behave this way. To 
the Haitians a marriage ceremony is a very serious thing. 


In front of the altar, there were four chairs. Jacques and Chalesia sat in 
the two in front and Bob and I sat directly behind them. We faced the 
audience during the ceremony. There was special singing. The pastor 
spoke and the two exchanged small wedding bands. We all took turns 
signing a marriage certificate. The pastor said that he would recognize 
the marriage performed by Bill Rudge, so he would not have them 
repeat the vows. 


The church was packed, and when the service was over we went to a 
pavilion on the beach for the reception attended by 250 people. 


Mr. Joseph, Machete Man 


Toni continues with highlights of her trip: 


Unless a Haitian is a Christian, they do not get married. Haitian men 
could have up to 30 children with different women and the 
responsibilities of raising the child falls on the woman. Many children 
work to help their mothers. 


Jacques and Chalesia have set an important example in their village. 
Jacques has taken responsibility for his family and the change in his life 
has not gone unnoticed. 


I remember stopping at a soda pop stand and drinking a warm cola after 
a trip through the local village. It was there that we met Mr. Joseph. He 
said, “Jacques was my God and now I have no God.” 


Bob and I asked Mr. Joseph if we could visit his home the next morning 
and he said yes. Jacques, Bob and I were at Mr. Joseph’s the next 
morning as we had promised, but Mr. Joseph was not home. His house 
was filled with children and his wife. We talked with Madame Joseph 
and she told us how hard her life was because Mr. Joseph was an 
alcoholic and he drank so much that he didn’t take care of his family. 
Madame Joseph wanted to accept the Lord, but she wanted to wait for 
her husband. 


After a short time, Mr. Joseph came walking down the road. Bob talked 
to him about the “true God” and then I told him how hard it was for a 
family to survive without God and with alcohol. Jacques also spoke to 
him about the lies Satan told him, but the grace of God delivered him. 
Jacques told Mr. Joseph that Satan is a liar. 


God had prepared Mr. Joseph and Madame Joseph to receive the gift of 
salvation through Christ. So, they both were willing to pray and accept 
Christ as the Lord and Savior of their lives. Jacques warned Mr. Joseph 
that even the children would now laugh at them. Jacques promised to 
take Mr. Joseph to discipleship classes at the mission compound. 


Bob asked Mr. Joseph and his wife to hug. He explained this would be 
the beginning of the healing in their marriage. As they hugged very 
tightly, Madame Joseph looked as if she would burst with joy. 


During Bob’s final prayer, I saw in my mind Mr. Joseph as the man with 
the machete during Jacques’ conversion. Bob told me that when we 
returned home, I could look through the photos of Jacques’ conversion 
to confirm what I thought. 


We started to leave, but the thought of waiting almost a week to find 
out was too long. So, I got Jacques and one of the Haitian interpreters 
and went back to ask Mr. Joseph if what I thought was true. Mr. Joseph 
confirmed what I had envisioned. He indeed was one of the three men 
who came—two with machetes and one with a lead pipe—when Bill 
was leading Jacques to the Lord. He wanted to kill Jacques, Bill and the 
interpreter. He was very angry that his god was being taken away. He 
did have a machete. 


One morning, we met at Mr. Joseph’s home again. He seemed a little 
nervous. He pulled Bob toward the porch. Then, moving slats of wood 
apart, he reached up and grabbed a purse. Inside the purse was voodoo 
paraphernalia. Mr. Joseph wanted it burned. So, we went to the side of 
the road where a pile of brush was sitting. A fire was started and the 
purse was thrown on the fiery brush. Jacques kicked at the purse and 
when he did, Mr. Joseph fled in fear because of what he imagined might 
happen to him. 


Bob went over to Mr. Joseph and convinced him that the power of God 
is far greater than that of Satan, and that there was nothing to fear. This 
seemed to encourage him. 


Later we made our way to a man’s house whom we had repeatedly 
visited all week—a man whose land had been dedicated to Satan, and 
therefore he supposedly could not accept the Lord. While Bob was 
talking to the man, Mr. Joseph interrupted in a loud and clear voice that 
Satan is a liar. He explained what had just happened—how he had just 
burned his voodoo paraphernalia and that no evil had happened to him. 
This was the beginning of Mr. Joseph’s confidence in the true God. 


Mr. Joseph was a changed man. No longer did he reek of alcohol. He 
showed up for discipleship classes, attended church and the Bible study 


held at Jacques’ hut and he was also baptized. His family was very 
happy. 


Bettie Synder, director of Mission Possible wrote the following: 


Bill & Karen, 


Love to you from Haiti! It is with tears in my eyes that I thank you for 
bringing the teens and team to Haiti. Because of the strength of your 
group much was accomplished in the Kingdom. You have gone forth, 
whatever the cost, winning souls and giving what you have. Toni, Bob 
and David followed in their leader’s footsteps and carried on the 
message. We love you and are grateful for the changes in our area. 


Bettie, Mission Possible, Haiti 
The following is an excerpt of a letter we received from a college student: 


Bill & Karen, 


In the “trip to Haiti” pamphlet you sent me, there is a picture of 
Jacques’ wife. In it, her face is glowing and she looks so extremely 
hopeful. Well, I just started a little scrapbook for myself of things in this 
world that make me sad and things that give me hope...and her picture 
is number one on the “hopeful” section. That picture almost makes me 
cry when I look at it—reminding me that God is still in control and He 
can do absolutely ANYTHING! 


Love In Christ, 


B. P., Geneva College, Beaver Falls, Pennsylvania 


Six Witch Doctors in Haiti 


| have had encounters with many voodoo witch doctors on their turf. The power 


of Christ has always proven superior, and the love of Christ has always touched 
their hearts in some way. In this chapter, I will share highlights of encounters 
with six voodoo witch doctors during my fourth outreach to Haiti. Jacques was 
present during two of the encounters to share his testimony. 

Nothing can move a heart more than a first-hand encounter with an 
impoverished third world country full of hurting people who need the Lord. Part 
of passing on the faith to younger generations is exposing them to mission 
opportunities. In May 1995, God opened the door for me and Karen to take a 
team of 14 college and high school students and adults to Haiti. 

While on this fourth outreach to Haiti, the youth were eyewitnesses to the 
dynamic work of the Holy Spirit as the team worked at bringing the Gospel and 
love of Jesus to a people steeped in voodoo and superstition. The team spoke in 
schools, did village ministry and held a special sports evangelism outreach for 
youth. The youth in the team were moved with compassion as they traveled to 
schools and remote villages and ministered to children in words, songs and 
games. 

Being in the remote bush areas where voodoo is the law and the witch doctor 
is greatly feared made the team’s encounters all the more interesting since we 
were meeting the natives on their turf. Though some were initially agitated (one 
even ran away when he saw us coming), they all listened intently with great 
respect as they realized they were genuinely loved and not feared since the Lord 
was with us. Going into the presence of a witch doctor is not something to be 
taken lightly. However, I knew that the Lord had sent me to reach those kinds of 
people as well. 

Bettie, director of Mission Possible, told us that many of the pastors and 
missionaries would tell their people to walk fast and keep their eyes straight 
ahead when passing a witch doctor’s hut. She said we were the only group who 
would actually visit the witch doctors. 


1. Sanu 


The first voodoo doctor we visited was Sanu. He lived a few minutes from the 
Mission Possible school and Chad (our driver) said he had met him before. When 
we approached his hut, Sanu took off behind his hut and went into the village. 
We called out his name and looked around the property for him. He had many 
shirts and bottles used for curses and rituals tied in the branches above his hut. A 
young girl with a burn mark on both cheeks and ropes around her ankles was 
standing behind Sanu’s hut. She had a headache and this was done during the 
ritual to cure it. Since Sanu was not there, the team held a prayer meeting in his 
yard and invited those nearby to join them. The next day, we came back to visit 
Sanu, and he invited us in. I shared with him, and Jacques also spoke to him. 
Sanu listened intently, though he was not ready to accept the Lord. 

Outside Sanu’s hut, a woman sounded agitated as I prepared to pray with all 
the people gathered in the middle of the voodoo village. She cried out in Creole, 
“You didn’t bring us food and clothing.” Knowing I had nothing material left to 
give since we already had given away all the food and clothes our team had, I 
responded through my interpreter, “If I give you food today, tomorrow you will 
be hungry again. If I give you clothes today, in a few months, they will wear out 
and be tattered and torn. But what I came to give you today will last for all 
eternity. I offer you spiritual food that will satisfy you now and for all eternity.” 
She nodded to acknowledge that what I said was good. 

There were many people gathered by the hut, so we all made a big circle and 
prayed together. The woman’s head was bowed and her eyes were closed—the 
thirst in her heart was greater than her need for food and clothes. Sanu showed 
Chad the key I had given him and said he would give his life to Christ when the 
pastor who gave it to him came back. 


2. Pierre 


Picture this scene which occurred during one of my mission trips to Haiti. 
Jacques, the former witch doctor, sat nose to nose with Pierre, another notorious 
witch doctor, and shared the Gospel with him. The background for this setting: 

Pastor Boisrond of the Salvation Army had invited me to speak at his church 
in Cap-Haitian. Before the evening service, there was a lot of commotion from a 
nearby cockfight (a brutal and cruel sport where roosters are pitted against each 
other in a fight to the death). I asked if it would be appropriate to go, and the 
pastor said it was fine. A few of the team went with me. The men betting on the 
roosters were using drugs and alcohol. One man insisted I take a drink of hard 
liquor and snort some cocaine to prove I was strong like him, but I let him know 
that my strength came from the Lord (as I pointed up), not from alcohol or drugs. 

I sent word to Pastor Boisrond to send someone over to help me invite these 
men to the church service. The man he sent over could not speak English, so I 


had to point to each man I wanted him to give the message to because it was too 
boisterous for him to make a public announcement. 

Right before I began to speak at the church, the cockfight ended and some of 
the men walked in. Toni, one of our team members, persuaded others to come 
inside the church. I welcomed the men and explained that “just as one of the 
roosters had to shed its blood so some of you could win money, Christ shed His 
blood and died for our sins so that we could gain eternal life.” During the altar 
call, a few of the men from the cockfight came forward. 

After the service, someone asked if I wanted to meet the voodoo witch doctor 
in the neighborhood. Of course I did. The young man led me and several team 
members down a dark path to where the roosters had fought to their death. I 
soon discovered that the man I met earlier in charge of the cockfight and 
gambling arena was the witch doctor. His name was Pierre. Pierre had some of 
his men put chairs in a circle in the middle of the pit that only hours before was 
the site of the cockfight. Many people gathered, and Pierre listened intently as I 
spoke. When my wife, Karen, came in with Jacques a few minutes later, Pierre’s 
face lit up. He had great respect for Jacques because he had heard about him. 

Jacques, the former witch doctor, and Pierre, a notorious witch doctor in 
Haiti, sat in the middle of the arena and debated back and forth with Jacques 
sharing about Christ and Pierre responding as to why he could not give his life to 
Christ. How symbolic—the power of God versus the power of Satan. 

Pierre shared about the animal sacrifices he performs every Friday. 
Sometimes, six- to ten-year-old children would be taken and sacrificed in death 
ceremonies where Satan appears to Pierre in a vision as a man and tells him to 
bury the child alive, torture the child or kill him. 

The grace of God and the power of His Spirit were at work as we were 
fighting in the heavenly realm for the salvation of these dear people who were 
being held as slaves in the kingdom of darkness. Pierre was very open and 
receptive to God’s Word. He indicated that what we were saying was true, but he 
was in so deep with Satan (voodoo rituals to perform, gambling, cockfight arena, 
alcohol and drugs...) that he could not give his life to Christ yet. With downcast 
eyes, he said, “I owe the devil too much.” 

After we finished our meeting, with tears in his eyes and having listened 
intently, he allowed us to pray for him and for his people. I had everyone stand 
in a large circle and prayed that the Lord would protect Pierre and bring him to 
salvation. 

I trust he will one day give his life to Christ since he had been so receptive to 
hear the Gospel. Pastor Boisrond will continue to meet with him. 


3. Dupen Area 


The ministry team climbed to the top of a mountain to minister at a remote 
mountain school in the Dupen area. It was an hourlong walk to get to this school 
and so hot that the team was exhausted when we arrived. Some did not want to 
go on to visit another school which few missionaries visited, so they went back 
down the mountain while the rest of us continued to an even more remote 
school. While walking to the school, we passed a witch doctor’s hut. We greeted 
him with a smile and continued on to the school. After speaking at the school, we 
stopped at the witch doctor’s hut on our way back down the mountain. 

He invited us to sit down, so we gathered around. He listened as I told him 
about God and the promises of His word. I also introduced him to Jacques. A 
woman secretly grabbed Toni and was trying to communicate that she was a 
Christian and the witch doctor’s mother-in-law. She and her family had been 
praying for the witch doctor for years. As everyone gathered around in a circle, a 
prayer was said for the witch doctor and his family. His mother-in-law and other 
family members were elated because of the witness for Christ that we shared 
with him. 


4. LuLu 


On the way back from the mountain schools, the team was riding in the van 
when we saw a large blue building painted with satanic pictures. We stopped, 
went into the building and found many pictures of Lucifer being ejected from 
heaven and twisted Bible stories. Although the witch doctor was not there, many 
Haitians began coming inside with us. I asked one of the women, “Who do you 
worship?” And she responded, “Lucifer.” 

Then, LuLu, the witch doctor, showed up. I spoke to him about what the 
pictures represented and explained that Jesus Christ is the true God, and He is 
the one who has ultimate power. I told him that Jesus offers forgiveness and 
salvation, while Satan, when he is done with him, will kill him. Jacques, the 
former witch doctor with us, also shared his testimony with Lulu (who knew of 
Jacques’ conversion). I shared Revelation 20:11-15 concerning the Great White 
Throne Judgment and the eternal importance of having his name in the Book of 
Life. Lulu listened intently and trembled as I talked. He said he was not ready to 
give his life to Jesus because he still owed Satan too much. He let me pray for 
him as all the people gathered around in a circle in this building. When we were 
done praying, this voodoo witch doctor had tears in his eyes. 

I felt great compassion for LuLu and put my hand on his chest (his heart was 
beating so hard I felt it would come out of his chest!) and told him, “You need to 
give your heart to Jesus.” He agreed and said he hoped to one day soon. I told 
him I would pray that God would protect him until he gives his life to Christ. 

I learned some time later that Lulu, probably in his thirties, was dead. It was 


not known whether he ever gave his life to Christ or went into eternity without 
accepting Him. I certainly hope to see him again. 


5. Jacques’ Cousin 


In 1993, I had promised Jacques’ cousin that I would return, and I fulfilled 
that promise. When we went to the witch doctor’s hut, he was agitated and said 
to come back later when his son was present. The day before we were to leave 
Haiti, some of us went back to talk to him. He still did not want to talk because 
his son was not there. This witch doctor seemed like he would not live many 
more months, and my heart went out to him. I felt an urgency to share with him 
and told him that we were leaving for the U.S. tomorrow and may not see him 
again. I let him know we came because God sent us, and we loved him. He got 
chairs and invited us to sit down. 

Rosemond, Toni and I had seats. Karen stood beside Toni praying, while BJ 
and Tabitha entertained the children who were gathered around outside his gate. 
I shared God’s love and power, then read Revelation 20:11-15 and shared with 
him the way of salvation. Though Jacques’ cousin was irate when we arrived, he 
changed before our eyes and listened intently with great sadness in his eyes. I 
prayed that God would open his eyes and heart to give his life to Christ and for 
protection until he did so. As usual, I prayed a prayer of salvation for all those 
gathered around. 


6. Freida Area 


The last full day in Haiti, our team, along with Jacques and Rosemond our 
interpreter, went to another remote mountain school in the Freida area where we 
discovered another witch doctor who lived nearby. We went to his house and 
found him sitting on the porch. I shared about God’s love and power and how 
Christ had changed Jacques’ life. An older woman on the porch identified herself 
as the witch doctor’s mother-in-law. She said many in the family were Christian 
and that they had been praying for him for a long time. He allowed the team to 
pray for him and all the people who had gathered. Before we left, the witch 
doctor said, “By the time you return, I will be a Christian.” 


Book of Life 


In each of these encounters with the witch doctors, the power of Christ had 
proven superior, and the love of Christ touched their hearts in some way. They 
all became subdued and listened intently as I shared Revelation 20:11-15: 


Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat upon it, from whose 
presence earth and heaven fled away, and no place was found for them. 
And I saw the dead, the great and the small, standing before the throne, 
and books were opened; and another book was opened, which is the 
book of life; and the dead were judged from the things which were 
written in the books, according to their deeds. And the sea gave up the 
dead which were in it, and death and Hades gave up the dead which 
were in them; and they were judged, every one of them according to 
their deeds. Then death and Hades were thrown into the lake of fire. 
This is the second death, the lake of fire. And if anyone’s name was not 
found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire. 


Courage and Compassion 


I told each witch doctor about the true God who created the heavens and the 
earth. I shared the love and power of Jesus Christ—far greater than the power of 
Lucifer—and that Satan is a deceiver who only wants to destroy them. Each time 
I met with a witch doctor, 25 to 100 people gathered around to watch and listen. 

Before leaving, I put my hand on each one of the witch doctors’ chests as I 
told them how much God loves them, that they need to give their heart to Jesus 
Christ and have their name written in the Book of Life. Otherwise, they would 
stand before the Great White Throne Judgment and be banned from God’s 
presence for eternity. 

Each of the six witch doctors admitted that Jesus Christ is the true God, and 
they hoped one day to give Him their lives. But each one felt at the time that he 
owed the devil too much. Every one of them let me pray for him and for all the 
people assembled that they would give their lives to Christ and that God would 
protect them until they did so. All of the witch doctors (and most of those 
gathered with them) were visibly touched and two of them (Lulu and Jacques’ 
cousin) had tears in their eyes. They all invited me to return and visit them the 
next time I was in Haiti. 

These witch doctors sensed a greater power because they recognized that God 
had given me supernatural courage to not be afraid. They also saw God’s love in 
my eyes and knew that I cared enough to come onto the “enemy’s turf” to share 
the love and truth of Jesus Christ. 


Freedom from Occult Bondage 


Su: of you reading this book have strongholds in your life that need to be 


broken. Some of you may be experiencing bondage and fear from either dabbling 
or deep involvement in the occult. Some of you need to repent of occult 
involvements and commit your life to Jesus Christ. Some of you may need to 
pray for family members or friends who are involved in occult practices. Some of 
you may need love, courage and wisdom to share your faith in Jesus Christ with 
those in the occult. 

Remember, as long as you (or your loved one or friend) are still alive, it is 
never too late to receive Christ as Savior and Lord. You may have been told by 
people or spirit beings that once you went through the initiation ritual or signed 
in blood and sold your soul or renounced Jesus Christ, you can never be forgiven 
by God or be set free. That is absolutely not true. If God’s Spirit is convicting you, 
there is always hope. Countless people have come out of witchcraft and occultism 
and been set free by Jesus Christ. 

So, what must you do to be set free from occult oppression and break down 
the strongholds of Satan? 


1. Repent 


First, repent. Realize that “all have sinned and fall short of the glory of 
God...but the gracious gift of God is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Romans 3:23, 6:23). “Therefore repent and return [to the Lord ] so that your 
sins may be wiped away” (Acts 3:19). 


2. Renounce Occult Involvement 


Second, renounce and discontinue all occult involvements and practices. 

Donna, the wife of a Marine who had recently returned from Iraq, was a 
nurse at a local nursing home. One night while I was visiting my mother, Donna 
told me that she was experiencing strange phenomena in her home such as books 
being moved and lights coming on. She was terrified and wanted me to pray that 


the phenomena would stop. However, she wanted to continue watching occult 
movies and reading occult books. I asked her, “If you want a million-dollar life 
insurance policy, will you have to pay the premium?” She replied that she would, 
so I told her that the premium for her to be set free from occult bondage was to 
give her life to Jesus Christ. I gave her a copy of my book on spiritual warfare 
which she and her husband read. She did what the book said and reported that 
there have been no more phenomena in her home. 


3. Remove and Destroy Occult Items 


Third, get rid of and destroy all occult items in your possession: all your little 
idols and figurines, occult jewelry and paraphernalia, charms and fetishes and all 
of your occult books, games, music and anything else with occult connotations. 
Quit watching occult movies. Get rid of every vestige of occultism in your life, so 
Satan cannot say that you are still yielded to him in some capacity of your life, 
and therefore, he has the right to “have at you.” Do not leave the welcome mat 
out by keeping possessions that identify you with him or his kingdom. Let him 
know that your life and home are no longer his domain, but as for you and your 
house, you will serve the LORD (Joshua 24:15). 

Many people (even missionaries) bring home “tourist trophies” with occult 
connections from various countries—African, Egyptian or Indian gods and 
goddesses, voodoo items, good luck charms and other souvenirs that have 
associations with occultism, paganism and mysticism. Then, they wonder why 
unexplained phenomena and problems begin to occur. Ask the Lord if there is 
anything in your life or home that has an occult connection or compromises you 
before the Lord. 

While I was serving as a youth pastor in North Carolina, the hair stylist I went 
to gave me a tincture to apply daily to my scalp. During our conversation a few 
months later, I discovered she was into witchcraft. The formula was from a 
reading by Edgar Cayce, a psychic who was known as the “sleeping prophet,” 
which she enhanced with a magic ritual. Honoring the Lord was more important 
to me than any seemingly health benefits. Even though it seemed to be providing 
good results, I discontinued its use. 


4. Renew Your Mind and Develop Discernment 


Fourth, it is crucial to renew your mind with God’s Word and develop 
spiritual discernment. When you come out of the occult, or even just living in 
today’s society, your mind is flooded with occult philosophy and phenomena 
through the media. To neutralize this and gain ground, you must saturate your 
mind and heart with Scripture, prayer and perhaps fasting. Memorize Scripture 


and meditate on God’s Word—be transformed by the renewing of your mind. 
Know the Lord and His voice, so you will only follow Him. It is always a good 
idea to spend some time praising the Lord, for He is worthy of the praise and 
worship of His people (Psalm 22:3). 

In any situation you face, ask the Lord for help, wisdom, discernment, 
strength and empowerment. During encounters and confrontations with 
occultists, because you have studied Scripture and hidden His Word in your 
heart, the Lord will give you the words to say. Often, just the right scriptures for 
the situation will come to mind. But first, you have to study and renew your 
mind with God’s Word, so the Holy Spirit can bring them to your recollection. 


5. Remain Steadfast with Delegated Authority 


Fifth, you have to realize and exercise the delegated authority you have 
through Jesus Christ. When a police officer standing in the middle of the street 
directing traffic holds up his hand, why do we stop? Because he is so strong and 
powerful? No. We could run right over that law enforcement person. We stop 
because we realize who and what that police officer represents. That badge and 
uniform represent the city, county, state or the federal authority and power that 
person represents. So, we obey him or her. 

Likewise, as a committed believer in Jesus Christ, you represent, and have 
delegated authority from, the Creator of the universe (Colossians 1:16) in whom 
all the fullness of Deity dwells (Colossians 2:9) and who has all authority in 
heaven and on earth (Matthew 28:18). 


6. Reaching Those Ensnared in Occult Bondage with Love and 
Courage 


Eventually, you will encounter witches, satanists, psychics and others who are 
into the occult, Eastern mysticism or New Age spirituality. You will not need to 
know everything about their beliefs or practices, but as a committed Christian, 
you may want to listen to their spiritual journey as an opportunity to share your 
spiritual journey. It is important they know you are a sincere seeker of truth. 
Instead of condemning their occult involvement, share the evidence, power and 
wisdom of following Jesus Christ, who alone can fulfill all they are searching for 
and who is the determiner of their eternal destiny. 

You will need two important traits to be an effective witness to those who 
may be hostile toward the Gospel or have a distorted perspective of Christianity: 
Love and Courage. 

First, you must see each person as someone God loves and for whom Jesus 
Christ died: “For God so loved the world, that He gave His only begotten Son, 


that whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” (John 3:16). 
You may disagree with their beliefs or oppose their lifestyle, but you need to 
show them the genuine love of God. 

Second, you must have courage. You are not fearful or intimidated because 
God has given you the courage to come onto their turf, possibly endangering 
yourself, to offer them something so real and unequaled—the truth and grace of 
Jesus Christ. 

When I look into the eyes of a voodoo witch doctor and put my hand on his 
chest and say that unless his name is written in the Book of Life, he will not enter 
God’s eternal kingdom, I feel compassion for him. God’s love shines through me 
even though I am telling him that Lucifer is not God; that the true God created 
the heavens and earth. That Jesus Christ died on a cross for him and rose from 
the dead, and that he must receive Christ as his Savior. 

We must be willing to sacrifice virtually anything, our time, finances and 
even our very lives for the Gospel, and be willing to face any obstacle, opposition 
or ridicule to have the opportunity to share Christ with others. 


Love and Light 


Two of God’s preeminent attributes are love and light. Life without Him is 
one of groping in spiritual darkness and often seeking for love in all the wrong 
places. Not to have your relationship with your Creator remedied through Jesus 
Christ in this life is to have an eternity in an existence without love or light. To 
know Him is to live in fullness of joy and loving relationships in the midst of a 
wondrous universe lighted by the glory of God. 


Demonic Activity in the End Times 


A Generation Raised on Occultism 


T he Bible and faith in Jesus Christ are being systematically removed from 


today’s culture while being replaced with an insatiable appetite for sorcery, 
supernatural phenomena and powers. Youth and adults are being programmed, 
seduced and deceived through occult movies, cartoons, music, games, the printed 
page, media and the Internet. Then, consider the influence of alcohol, mind- 
altering and hallucinogenic drugs, the growing popularity of mind-body-spirit 
healing techniques and meditative practices to achieve altered states of 
consciousness. These are not paths to human enlightenment but rather to 
demonic deception. Just as Paul prophesied, a “deluding influence” will overtake 
the world (2 Thessalonians 2:11). 


What Is the Religion of the End Times? 


Until the Antichrist declares himself to be God at the midpoint of the 
Tribulation period, Mystery Babylon will be the universal religion: “and on her 
forehead a name was written, a mystery, “BABYLON THE GREAT, THE MOTHER 
OF HARLOTS AND OF THE ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH” (Revelation 17:5). 

The name “Babylon” traces its origin to “Babel,” which symbolizes idolatry, 
sorcery, sexual immorality, pride and rebellion against God. Founded by Nimrod, 
Babylon was the site of the first organized system of idolatrous religion 
exemplified in the Tower of Babel (Genesis 10:8-10; 11:1-9). It was there God 
confused their language and scattered them over the face of the earth. 

That is why there is a unifying thread running through the various forms of 
occultism. The names of the gods and goddesses may be different and there may 
be slight variations in styles of worship, beliefs and practices. Nevertheless, 
paganism, witchcraft, New Age spirituality and other forms of the occult have 
striking similarities and comparable experiences and phenomena with each other. 

Babylon the Great is called the Mother of Harlots because all false religions 
can be traced to her. Dr. T.V. Oommen, a research scientist and biblical scholar 
originally from India, studied the history of religions. He is convinced that all 


forms of idolatry and occultism can trace their origins back to ancient Babylon 
and the Tower of Babel. From there, they spread throughout the world (Genesis 
10:8-10, 11:1-9). 


Similar Mystical Experiences 


Occultism, Eastern mysticism, New Age spirituality and the human potential 
movement are basically the same, teaching that humans are the ultimate source 
of value and that we are gods; all we have to do is realize our divinity and 
thereby achieve transcendental enlightenment, equivalent to god-consciousness. 

It is intriguing to discover that many people around the globe are having 
similar mystical experiences and visions through such means as meditation, 
hallucinogenic drugs, trance channeling, séances, supposed UFO encounters and 
contact with spirit guides. During these experiences, they allegedly meet entities 
who claim to be aliens, ascended masters, angels, Jesus, etc. They proclaim a 
message that we are all gods, there is no sin (so no need for a Savior) and that all 
religions must unite because a global leader is about to come on the scene to save 
our planet and usher in an enlightened age of peace and prosperity—a virtual 
utopia. 

What do you think this generation will do when the Antichrist appears, “the 
one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power, and 
false signs and wonders” (2 Thessalonians 2:9-10)? And whose partner, the False 
Prophet, “performs great signs, so that he even makes fire come down out of 
heaven to the earth in the presence of men” (Revelation 13:13)? Of course they 
will idolize him, for “All who dwell on the earth will worship him [Antichrist], 
everyone whose name has not been written from the foundation of the world in 
the book of life of the Lamb who has been slain” (Revelation 13:8). 


Resurgence of Paganism 


The further a society distances itself from God, the more it embraces 
occultism. Today, America and the world are seeing a resurgence of mysticism, 
paganism and supernaturalism as society becomes more and more rebellious 
against God. Wickedness, immorality, arrogance, dependence on human 
ingenuity and reliance on sorceries and spells have replaced commitment to 
Christ and God’s Word. There is little doubt that we are in the midst of an occult 
resurgence which is infiltrating virtually every aspect of society: education, 
science, environmentalism, medicine, health, psychology, politics and religion— 
in virtually every nation of the world. Under the guise of being benevolent and 
scientific, occult beliefs and practices are being readily accepted and propagated. 

Sorcery (pharmakeia) can refer to potions, amulets, charms, séances, 


witchcraft, incantations, magic spells and consulting mediums. Use of drugs, 
which in the ancient world were often used to dull the senses and induce an 
altered state of consciousness, will be conducive for mystical experiences. 
According to BibleRef.com: 


The Greek word for “sorcery” is pharmakeia, from which we derive the 
word “pharmacy.” Most likely, the “sorcery” of end-times Babylon will 
include drug production and trafficking. Substances such as illicit drugs 
control and enslave people, making them easier to manipulate. The 
beast’s [Antichrist’s] city of Babylon will likely be a bastion of drug 
addicts and dealers. All versions of “sorcery” will be ended when God 
destroys Babylon. 


The Spread of Evil 


The senseless violence and unrestrained wickedness in our society reflect the 
glaring truth that evil exists. Satan, who desires to destroy God’s highest creation, 
human beings, is the motivating influence for many of the atrocities humans 
commit against each other and for self-destructive behavior. 

Chaos, confusion, decadence and depravity reveal that something is definitely 
wrong with our human experience. The Bible attributes this to the Fall (Genesis 
3)—initiated by Satan’s rebellion and his deception of Adam and Eve. 

In his strategy to annihilate humanity’s allegiance to its Creator, Satan 
inspires both false religions and the lie that there is no Creator. 

How better to explain the uninhibited immorality, unabashed greed and 
horrific violence than the malicious being in Scripture referred to as Satan 
(adversary), aka the devil (slanderer). He is the evil one, the murderer and father 
of lies wreaking havoc on this planet. 

Sometimes, Satan “disguises himself as an angel of light” (2 Corinthians 
11:14) while, at other times, the devil “prowls around like a roaring lion, seeking 
someone to devour” (1 Peter 5:8). 

Because Satan exists, it is reasonable to conclude that the Creator-God, who 
threw him out of heaven, also exists. This Creator-God is seeking in every way 
possible to draw His creation into a restored relationship with Him through Jesus 
Christ. 

The days prior to Jesus’ second coming will be especially chaotic and 
treacherous because of the proliferation of demonic deception and the escalation 
of evil. Scripture indicates we will see uninhibited, unrestrained and unrepentant 
immorality, sorcery and violence as the coming of Christ draws closer. 
Wickedness will reach its climax right before Jesus returns to vanquish those who 
would pervert and destroy His creation. 


Refusal to Repent of Sorceries 


Prophetic scripture reveals there will be an increase of demonic activity in the 
end times: New Age spirituality, Eastern mysticism, occultism and demonic 
phenomena will be prominent. People will refuse to repent of their sorceries, 
idolatry and worship of demons (Revelation 9:20-21). 

Wicca, witchcraft, ritualistic magic, voodoo, paganism, idolatry, occultism, 
mysticism, spiritism and demonic encounters are proliferating through the media 
and real-life involvement. Sorcery and idolatry will be so rampant during the 
Tribulation that Revelation 18:23 says, “all the nations were deceived by your 
sorcery.” 

No wonder God allows the release of demonic beings from the abyss 
(bottomless pit) who reveal their true nature by tormenting humans for five 
months. Revelation 9:1-11 is a vivid description of unrestrained demonic activity 
on the earth in the last days. Those who are involved in sorcery, magic arts, 
idolatry, occultism and New Age spirituality would do well to consider the 
account of the demonic beings released from the abyss. The true intent of Satan 
and his demonic cohorts is to inflict harm, torture and destruction on human 
beings—even those in allegiance with them. Occultists will get what they want— 
real encounters with demons—but they will not want what they get. 


Victory in Christ 


Berre going on a space mission, NASA crew members are trained in a 


spacecraft simulator. During flight training, the crew is watched on the monitor 
by two different NASA teams attempting to influence the outcome of the training 
mission. One team’s intended purpose is to disrupt the mission by creating 
various scenarios which might occur on a space mission. They design every kind 
of problem and obstacle they can imagine to thwart the successful completion of 
the simulated mission. Another NASA team, also watching on a monitor, assists 
the crew in correcting the problem and fulfilling the mission. 

Eventually, this crew, with the help of its support team, will become so 
proficient that no obstacle will deter the successful completion of their mission. 

Likewise, hostile spiritual forces may use every diabolical and relentless 
attack to influence and defeat us. Nevertheless, victory is assured because on our 
side are the heavenly host and the Almighty Creator of all things. As we use the 
shield of faith, the armor of God and are empowered by His Spirit, we can face 
and overcome all assaults by the enemy as we fulfill our mission in serving Christ 
and reaching this world for Him. 


The Unseen Realm 


The king of Aram had sent a strong force to surround the city of Dothan 
where the prophet Elisha was staying. Second Kings chapter six provides a 
fascinating account of the unseen heavenly realm: 


Now when the attendant of the man of God had risen early and gone 
out, behold, an army with horses and chariots was circling the city. And 
his servant said to him, “Alas, my master! What shall we do?” So he 
answered, “Do not fear, for those who are with us are more than those 
who are with them.” Then Elisha prayed and said, “O Lord, I pray, open 
his eyes that he may see.” And the Lord opened the servant’s eyes and 
he saw; and behold, the mountain was full of horses and chariots of fire 
all around Elisha (2 Kings 6:15-17). 


Jesus knew the heavenly realm far better than Elisha. During His arrest in the 
Garden of Gethsemane, Jesus told Peter to put his sword away and said: 


Do you think that I cannot appeal to My Father, and He will at once put 
at My disposal more than twelve legions of angels? (Matthew 26:53). 


We Are Not Alone 


We are not alone in our struggles in life, nor in our conflict with the hostile 
spiritual powers. God’s unseen heavenly army battles alongside His faithful 
followers. Remember, only one third of the angels rebelled and became fallen 
angels or demons, and some of those fallen angels are currently incarcerated in 
the abyss (bottomless pit) and, therefore, inactive at this time; two thirds of the 
angels stayed faithful to God. A few examples are found in the following 
scriptures: Joshua 5:13-15; Psalm 34:7; Daniel 9:20-23; 10:12-21; Acts 12:5-11; 
27:23 and Hebrews 1:14. 

Regardless, our focus and trust are not in angelic beings, but in Jesus Christ. 
He is the One who enables us to achieve ultimate victory as the following 
scriptures indicate. 

Romans 8:31-39 affirms: 


What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who is against 
us? He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him over for us 
all, how will He not also with Him freely give us all things? Who will 
bring a charge against God’s elect? God is the one who justifies; who is 
the one who condemns? Christ Jesus is He who died, yes, rather who 
was raised, who is at the right hand of God, who also intercedes for us. 
Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will tribulation, or 
distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or 
sword?...But in all these things we overwhelmingly conquer through 
Him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, nor 
angels, nor principalities, nor things present, nor things to come, nor 
powers, nor height, nor depth, nor any other created thing, will be able 
to separate us from the love of God, which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.” 


1 John 4:4 acknowledges: 


You are from God, little children, and have overcome them; because 
greater is He who is in you than he who is in the world. 


1 John 5:4-5 asserts: 


For whatever is born of God overcomes the world; and this is the victory 
that has overcome the world—our faith. Who is the one who overcomes 
the world, but he who believes that Jesus is the Son of God? 


Revelation 12:11 assures: 


And they overcame him because of the blood of the Lamb and because 
of the word of their testimony, and they did not love their life even 
when faced with death. 


The Decisive Battle Has Been Won 


If you study various wars throughout history, you will discover that there was 
a decisive battle which often determined the outcome of the entire war. The war 
was actually won or lost there. Although the war may have continued for some 
time, that decisive battle determined the final outcome (Gettysburg, Waterloo, 
etc.). Our decisive battle was fought and won almost 2,000 years ago on the cross 
of Calvary. Because of Christ’s death and resurrection, believers in Him have 
hope and assurance of ultimate victory because of His triumph. Although our 
spiritual battles continue, the war is decidedly won. We can stand as conquerors 
in His name, enduring and remaining faithful to Him—even in the face of death 
—until He returns to establish His eternal kingdom. 

The satanic principalities and powers were defeated at the cross (John 12:31; 
16:11; Colossians 2:15) but continue their evil deception and influences in the 
present age (Ephesians 2:2; 1 Thessalonians 3:5; 1 Peter 5:8-9; Revelation 2:10) 
until they are stripped of all power at Christ’s return. 

Obviously, the Lord could end the struggle immediately, but in His wisdom 
and sovereignty, He has entrusted the outcome of much spiritual warfare to us as 
believers in Christ. That is why we must become proficient in the arena of 
spiritual warfare. Satan may, at times, temporarily appear to have defeated us. 
However, when we stand in faith and obedience to God’s Word and Spirit, we 
will always ultimately gain the victory. 

While it is true that we are in the midst of the most intense spiritual warfare 
in history as Satan attempts to wear out the saints and orchestrate his master 
plan of world dominance through the Antichrist, nevertheless, through Jesus 
Christ, we win! As true believers in Jesus, we will overcome and ultimately be 
victorious! 


Ultimate Fulfillment 
Nothing is more fulfilling than loving “THE LORD YOUR GOD WITH ALL 


YOUR HEART [inner most being and desires], AND WITH ALL YOUR SOUL 
[volition and will], AND WITH ALL YOUR MIND [brain and intellect], AND 
WITH ALL YOUR STRENGTH [physical body]” (Mark 12:30). My relationship 
with Jesus is more important to me and satisfies me more than anyone or 
anything else—more than wealth, power, sex or any other temporary pleasure 
this world has to offer. All else is inferior to knowing Christ. I understand what 
the psalmist meant when he said, “besides You, I desire nothing on earth” (Psalm 
73:25) and “as the deer pants for the water brooks, so my soul pants for You, O 
God” (Psalm 42:1). 

Jesus encourages us to replace temporal pursuits with goals of far greater 
importance: “Seek first His kingdom and His righteousness, and all these things 
[everything of real value that you need] will be added to you” (Matthew 6:33). 
The psalmist said it this way: “Delight yourself in the LORD; and He will give you 
the desires of your heart” (Psalm 37:4). Psalm 16:11 promises: “You will make 
known to me the path of life; in Your presence is fullness of joy; in Your right 
hand there are pleasures forever.” Life in fellowship with God—both in this life 
and in eternity—produces unsurpassable “joy” and “everlasting happiness.” 

The choice is yours: obedience or disobedience, light or darkness, life or 
death. 


Blessed is the person who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, 
nor stand in the path of sinners, nor sit in the seat of scoffers! But his 
delight is in the Law of the LORD, and on His Law he meditates day and 
night. He will be like a tree planted by streams of water, which yields its 
fruit in its season, and its leaf does not wither; and in whatever he does 
prospers. The wicked are not so, but they are like chaff which the wind 
blows away. Therefore the wicked will not stand in the judgment, nor 
sinners in the assembly of the righteous. For the LORD knows the way of 
the righteous, but the way of the wicked will perish (Psalm 1:1-6). 


Every Knee Will Bow 


It is an assured fact that all who have ever lived on this planet, including all 
the angelic beings, every demon and Satan himself, will bow before Jesus Christ 
and confess (acknowledge) that He is Lord (Philippians 2:9-11). Evil and death 
will eventually give way to everlasting peace and joy as all of creation is restored 
to Paradise when Jesus ushers in His Eternal Kingdom. Be certain you are a part 
of it! 

You can willingly bow before Jesus Christ now, or, one day, you will be 
forced to. The Apostle Paul boldly and confidently declares: 


God highly exalted Him, and bestowed on Him the name which is above 
every name, so that at the name of Jesus EVERY KNEE WILL BOW, of 
those who are in heaven and on earth and under the earth, and that 
every tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God 
the Father (Philippians 2:9-11). 


When Jesus Christ returns at Armageddon “on His robe and on His thigh He 
has a name written, ‘KING OF KINGS, AND LORD OF LORDS” (Revelation 
19:16). 


Confession of Faith 


The following are excerpts from my book entitled, Fasting For Sensitivity and 
Power, which are a reflection of my faith and could also serve as a confession of 
your faith and commitment: 


You are the CREATOR and Sovereign LORD of the Universe; ELOHIM, 
the strong and faithful One; ADONAI, Master and Lord; YAHWEH, the 
Great I Am; KING of Kings and LORD of Lordas.... 


You are Holy, Righteous, Just, Faithful, True, Loving, Kind, Merciful, 
Long-suffering.... 


You are my Source and Strength, my God and King, my Savior and 
Messiah, my Lord and Master, my Creator and Sustainer, my Rock and 
Fortress, my Defender and Deliverer, my Shield and Sword, my 
Protector and Provider, my Helper and Healer. 


Everything in all creation belongs to You. All I have is through Your 
provision. All I accomplish is by Your Spirit. All the truth I have learned 
is from Your wisdom. All I will ever be is because of Your mercy and 
grace. 


Grant me a revelation in the knowledge of You (Ephesians 1:17) and 
give me a glimpse of Your glory so I can know You more, love You more 
deeply, serve You better and proclaim You effectively to others. 


Altars 


With all of the “sacred groves” and “altars” that are being used for occult 


practices, may the altars of our hearts, as well as the altars in our churches, be 
sanctified and set apart to always, and in every way, honor the Lord; never being 
used for anything that profanes the name of Jesus Christ or dishonors Him. 

To Christ alone should we bow down, submit our will, dedicate our heart, 
yield our lives, look to for guidance and offer our praise. 


Be a Witness on Enemy Turf 


There is a blessed day coming when only the Lord God Almighty will be 
worshiped: 


And the LORD will be king over all the earth; in that day the LoRD will 
be the only one, and His name the only one (Zechariah 14:9). 


Until the day of Christ’s return, may the Holy Spirit strengthen us to bravely 
and boldly go onto the “enemy’s turf” to share the love, truth, power and hope 
we have in Jesus Christ. In Matthew 28:18-20, Jesus said: 


All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. Go therefore 
and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the 
Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all 
that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of 
the age. 
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